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Presidents Message
						11-2011
Dear NCIWC,
This excerpt is from an e-mail I recently received;
Hi. My wife and I are 1st time wolfhound owners….
We went to the Alameda County fairgrounds in
Pleasanton with our (at the time 6 month old puppy)
and talked to a very nice Lady there (don’t remember the name) who gave us some very helpful tips on
how to raise our puppy.
We know you require a sponsor to join your club, but
sadly we don’t have one.
We greatly anticipate a response from you …So even
without a sponsor; we ask you to consider us for a
membership, if not for my wife and me, consider our
wolfhound and give him the chance he deserves.
Respectfully…..asking for a chance.
The obvious is that we are nothing of an elitist organization…….with
the exception of having the most outstanding breed amongst the Canis
species!
Although this is not our ‘Specialty Bugle’, and all joking aside, it
takes less than our Specialty for IW owners to receive genuine help
from others more experienced, and that speaks to you all.
Many of you travel far to attend all manner of Club activities. Most
take time to say hello, and get acquainted. So in closing, thank you all
for your thoughts, your perspectives, and your kind words. It is that
which reaffirms the ‘spirit’ of the Club.
Jonathan Giles
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Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club Board Meeting
November 12th, 2011 Napa Valley Exposition
Napa, CA
President Jonathan Giles called the meeting to order at 10:39 a.m.
Board Members Present: J. Schluter, L. Park, J. Williams, H. Colby, J.
Souza, P. Molloy.
Apologies: C. Jones, J. Barnett
Members Present: L. Giles, A. Schluter, W. Colby, C. & K. Gabriel, J.
Trifeletti, C. & M. Thompson,
C. DaRosa, C. Lursen-Powers, Y. Ghazal, J. Miller, P. Squires, L. Souza,
S. Bignault, L. & D. Rosebrock,
F. Christian, L. Finucane
Guests Present: K. Davies, R. Wilbarg, S. Nelson, L. Lawrence
Previous Minutes: M/S J. Williams/J. Souza to accept previous minutes
without amendment. Passed.
President’s Report: (J. Giles) The President thanked all those who
worked so hard on the 2011 Specialty, especially Show Chair Mary
Sharkey and HMC Liaison Linda Souza. The show was a success and
the new venue was well received by all who participated. Pres. Giles
assured 2012 Chair Joan Trifeletti of the full support and backing of the
Board members and Club as a whole. However, Pres. Giles strongly cautioned the members that Club finances in general and specifically relating
to the Specialty will need to be strictly controlled in future.
Secretary’s Report: (L. Park) Two pieces of correspondence. AKC
Specialty documents for 2012 passed on to J. Trifeletti. Happy Holiday
wishes from Billie Zinser. No other correspondence.
Treasurer’s Report: (J. Schluter) Apologies from the Treasurer who left
the printed copies of the report behind, they will be available at the next
meeting. Treasurer reports abnormally high travel expenses for the Spec.
Judges. However while those expenses were high, it did offer an opportunity to show to judges who would not normally be judging our hounds.
Linda Souza mentioned that we are getting several offsets/credits from
the HMC because Mr. Lewington judged at the All-Breed also. This
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reduces the amount we pay to the HMC for services/set-up. Treasurer
also reports that one of the usual money making opportunities of the
Specialty – the excellent dinner donated by K. LoPresti and R. Boulanger
– is no longer an option due to the change of venue. However, many
thanks to Karen and Richard for donating the wonderful appetizers and
ice cream treats for the Judges remarks gathering. Treasurer also reports
that Trophy Chair J. Williams was able to significantly reduce the cost
of trophies this year by shopping for a better price from other vendors.
Superintendent MB-f did an excellent job for us and submitted a detailed
report to the Treasurer. The final financial report for the Specialty and
the calendar quarter will be submitted and approved when all figures
have been submitted to the Treasurer.
2011 Specialty Reports:
Show Chair: Apologies from Mary Sharkey who was not able to be
present. J. Schluter read in a report from Mary thanking everyone who
worked so hard to make the show a success.
Trophy Committee: J. Williams submitted a detailed inventory report of
trophies on hand. He recommends the purchase of porringers so we have
enough for approx. 3 more years. The cost of that would be $935.00 plus
tax/S/H. Per Pres. Giles this purchase will be put on hold until we can
further address the fiscal issues of the Club. Trophy Chair also reports
that several dozen trophies have been donated back to the Club but have
not been added into the inventory as yet.
Boutique: M. Thompson reports that she would like to have the Boutique set up in a different area for next year as many prospective buyers
did not see the Boutique or realize we had items other than the Dogma
beds which dominated the available space. Megan also reports that she
does have some Dogma beds and covers still available, some new long
sleeve tees and waterproof jackets in ladies sizes. She has a full inventory of all remaining Boutique items and plans to continue with the $5-10
sales in future to run out the older inventory. She would like to add items
in the popular larger sizes but that will be put on hold until the Club fiscal issues are addressed.
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Specialty Lure Coursing: Apologies R. Burchett who was not able to
be present. L.Park reports for Robin that 14 hounds were pre-entered
but due to illness and “in season” 11 hounds ran. ALL QUALIFIED!
The Trial went very smoothly, and all equipment was stowed and field
vacated by 10 a.m. Thanks to all the helpers.
Field and Grounds: W. Colby reports that all went fairly smoothly at
the Specialty but he would strongly recommend having the Club Equipment Trailer there next year. There were several trailer items that would
have made the set-up much easier if available. Many thanks to the crew,
a great job as always.
Committee Reports:
Activities: F. Christian reports that we have several upcoming events.
The Gathering of the Cu and Holiday party hosted by the Souza Family
will be Dec. 3. Directions to the Souza home will be posted on the Club
website. Participants at this year’s Ice Cream Social had a wonderful
time as always. Balmy weather and a great group of hounds and humans
made for a fine day. Many thanks to Ken and Carol Jones for hosting the
event. First events for the new year include the St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
the annual Fun Match, the Monterey Walk and the Sonora Celtic Faire.
Frank urges all Club members to participate and let the general public
see how great the hounds are up close and personal. All Club activities
will be posted on the Website www.nciwc.org. with information on how
to sign-up for each event.
Bugle: Apologies from R. Burchett who was not able to be present. L.
Park reports for Robin that the next Bugle will be published at the end of
November. The Specialty Bugle will be out in January, as soon as she receives all the Judges critiques and photos. Robin also asks that we keep
the IW photos coming.
Legislation: Apologies K. Bowler who was not able to be present. A
printed handout was passed out detailing the results of previously discussed animal legislation. Nothing new to report at this time.
Historian: C. Jones absent, no report.
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NCIWC/IWAWC/All-Breed Lure Coursing: Apologies R. Burchett
who was not able to be present. L. Park reports for Robin that the dates
are set. NCIWC will be Feb. 11, 2012 and IWAWC Feb. 12, 2012 at
Oakley. The field is reserved, ribbons ordered and judges invited.
Open Field Coursing: Anyone interested in participating please contact
Ed Powers at questiw@directv.net
Website: Webmaster Frank Christian urges all members to check out the
Website. It has lots of content including information on upcoming activities. He would like members to submit photos. Each member can have
their own “album” of either candid or show photos although candids are
preferred. Please be aware that no advertising is allowed. Frank is working towards turning the site over to the Club but will continue as Webmaster as needed. He feels it is important for all Club internet activity
to be controlled by the Club and not individuals. Thanks to those who
have already submitted content.
Blogspot: P. Murkland absent, no report.
Policy: Apologies R. Burchett who was not able to be present. L. Park
reports for Robin that she and Carol Jones are planning to address the
Club Policy list which was last updated in 2008. Outdated or redundant
policy items will be evaluated and/or eliminated with Board approval.
Due to the absence of Carol and Robin this item will be re-visited at the
next meeting.
Election of New Members: Membership applications were submitted
by Lynn Lawrence and Sue Nelson. M/S J. Schluter /J. Giles to vote on
membership. Both applicants unanimously accepted into membership.
Welcome Lynn and Sue!
Old Business:
LGRA: Ken Gabriel is stepping aside as the LGRA Chair. Personal time
constraints, lack of available facilities for LGRA events and the large
number of personnel needed to handle a LGRA event make it unfeasible
at this time. No other person is willing to take over at this time so LGRA
will be shelved unless/until someone steps forward to do further research.
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Gathering of the Cu: L. Park reports that the premium was sent via
e-mail this year to save money. Cu Chair is Lori Walker. The Judge will
be Donna Drake and Robin Burchett will be ring steward. Dr. Dick will
be preparing his famous Tri-Tip Lunch. Lori reports that all job duties
are covered, and hopes we will all enter early and often.
New Business:
NCIWC Specialty 2012 Show: All NCIWC and AKC documents and
binders were passed on to Joan Trifeletti. Many thanks to past Show
Chair Mary Sharkey for compiling and cataloging all the necessary information. Joan will have a preliminary report forthcoming.
NCIWC 2014/2015 Specialty Judges: J. Schluter and L. Park will
request judges nominations. An e-mail will be sent out, the request will
be posted in the Bugle and those members who do not have e-mail will
receive the request via U.S. Mail. All recommendations for judges must
be received by Jan. 1, 2012. The Judges committee will evaluate them
for eligibility and those who are eligible will go to Ballot for the general
membership to vote on. A judge is also needed for 2013 Sweeps.
Specialty Cardiac Testing Assistance: R. Burchett is waiting to hear
from the Cardiologist regarding the cost of a Tech to help run the testing
next year. This item will be revisited at the next meeting.
Next Meeting: Saturday March 24th, 2012 at Oakland Kennel Club
–Solano County Fairgrounds-Vallejo, CA immediately following the
wolfhound judging.
BRAGS, BRAGS, BRAGS!!
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am M/S/ D./Rosebrock/L. Park. Passed.
Respectfully SubmittedLynne Park
Secretary
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2011 CA Animal Legislation Report – Kathy Bowler
Bills supported/sponsored
SB 425 – Adds cockfighting to profiteering
statute (Calderon)*
SB 426 – Defines repeat animal fighting as
nuisance (Calderon)*
SB 702 – Requires redeemed and adopted
animals released from shelters to be microchipped (Lieu)
SB 917 – Prohibits road-side sale of animals
and increases animal neglect criminal penalties (Lieu)*
AB 258 – Allows rabies exemptions for compromised dogs (Hagman/Atkins)*
AB 376 – Prohibits sale of shark fin (Fong/
Huffman)
AB 564 – Reauthorizes income tax check-off
for spay/neuter fund (Smyth/Galgiani)*
AB 610 – Improves specialty license plate
process (Solorio)
AB 1117 – Limits ownership of animals by
convicts (Smyth)*
AB 1121 – Authorizes puppy provisional
licensing/requires transfer of owner info to
licensing authority (Pan)
AB 1279 – Replace “pound” and “destroy”
language (Fletcher)*
AB 1299 – Develops plan for conservation of
ocean forage species (Huffman)
ACR 2 – Proclaims Spay Day USA in California
(Smyth/Solorio/Strickland/Hancock)*

				

Status
Passed Assembly 76-0
Passed Senate 36-1
ENACTED
Passed Assembly 70-0
Passed Senate 39-0
ENACTED
Passed Senate 32-6
Passed Assembly 50-23
VETOED
Passed Assembly 44-23
Passed Senate 27-10
ENACTED
Passed Assembly 70-0
Passed Senate 38-0
ENACTED
Passed Assembly 65-8
Passed Senate 25-9
ENACTED
Passed Assembly 74-2
Passed Senate 31-4
ENACTED
Passed Assembly 65-7
Two-Year Bill
Passed Assembly 71-0
Passed Senate 37-0
ENACTED
Passed Assembly 53-23
Passed Senate 65-10
VETOED/ RE-INTRODUCE
2012
Passed Assembly 70-0
Passed Senate 31-0
Two-Year Bill
Passed Assembly 44-25
Two-Year Bill
ENACTED
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Membership Page
NEW MEMBERS READ IN NOVEMBER 12, 2011
Michael & Marcia Demeter
P. O. Box 336
Vernonia, OR 97064-0336
(308) 806-4085
rosehillfarm97064@gmail.com
Dogs: Maela, Kelly, Sky, Cashel, Connor, Luna, Raz & Rosie
Sponsors: Carol Gabriel & Robin Burchett
Lynn Lawrence
1563 Cerro Sonoma Circle
Petaluma, CA 94954
(707) 762-2511
lynnmlawrence@comcast.net
Dogs: Jake
Sponsors: Joan Trifeletti & Carol Gabriel
Sue Nelson
16 Winestone Court
Napa, CA 94558
(707) 363-0613
sumalsar@sbcglobal.net
Dogs: Molly & Cashel
Sponsors: Jim Williams & Cecelia DaRosa

NEW EMAILS:
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A heartfelt thank you to the members of NCIWC
Terry and I both would do anything for our
breed; be it health studies, fun events, training,
answering questions to the best of our ability,
and trying to keep up with current issues. BUT,
we could never do any of the above without the
wonderful help and support of other club members. We have been blessed to know people who
will also do anything for the breed. If I was to
list all our helpers, it would fill this entire Bugle.
We cannot ever thank you all enough, or tell you
how much your gracious donation means to us.

Terry & Robin Burchett
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Editor’s Note:
The following subscriptions are packed with current helpful
information on dog health, nutrition and training. To Subscribe:
Dog Watch
(800)829-5574
Dogwatchnewsletter.com
The Whole Dog Journal
(800) 829-9165
Whole-dog-journal.com/cs
Your Dog
(800) 829-5116

Customer_service@yourdogmagazine.info

If anyone would like a current club membership list,
please let Robin Burchett know. The list can be
sent by snail mail, or email (excel).
Robin can be reached at (925) 689-9765 or
tory_iw@att.net
12

Dear Fellow NCIWC Members:
The time has come to nominate Judges for our 2014 and 2015
Annual Specialty Shows. The Judges Committee would like any
and all suggestions from the membership. All submissions are
welcome but please keep in mind those Judges who are AKC
licensed to judge multiple breeds. If we select judges that can do
so, we may be able to split the associated costs with another Club
at Specialty time. If we select judges that are only able to judge
wolfhounds, we are responsible for the total cost of transportation, lodging, etc. We also need suggestions for Sweeps Judges for
2013, 2014 and 2015. Sweeps Judges may be anyone highly experienced in breeding and showing wolfhounds or other sighthound
breeds. They do not need to be an AKC licensed judge.
The final day to submit suggestions is Jan. 1, 2012. The Judges
committee will then check eligibility of the names submitted and
compile a ballot for the entire Club membership to vote on. If
you need help in choosing a judge to be considered, please go to
www.akc.org and click Judges Directory on the left hand side of
the screen. You can see what breeds your preferred selection is
licensed to judge.
You may submit your selections by e-mail to lynnepark@comcast.net or by regular mail to:
Lynne Park
5858 Lupin Lane
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9491
Thank YouLynne Park
Jane Schluter
NCIWC Judges Committee
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NCIWC WANT ADS
Ken & Carol Gabriel need interested folks to help work on
getting NCIWC approved to sponsor LGRA (Large Gazehound
Racing Association) races.
Please contact Carol Or Ken at
KGabriel38comcast.net (707) 794-8998
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Train without treats? Try praise and play
Alternatives to food can effectively reward performance
A high-value food reward is a quick, easy way to send your dog a
powerful message: It identifies a behayior - one he can repeat for reinforcement. But sometimes your dog can’t or won’t take a treat. Sometimes you might simply prefer not to use food as a reinforcer. What
then? It’s useful to have a repertoire of non-food reinforcers for
those occasions. If you rely on food in training, you’re wise to
develop alternative reinforcement strategies, if for no other reason
than someday you might run out of treats. Besides, your dog
might enjoy the opportunity to do something else as a reward for
a job well done.
Additional “markers”
An additional reward marker is also useful. In my training programs,
a click with a clicker always predicts a food treat. The clicker is a
small plastic box with a metal tongue or button that makes a clicking
noise when pressed. It tells the dog he just earned a treat. . My verbal
marker “Yes!” can also mean a food or non-food reinforcer is on
the way.
Here are alternatives to food rewards to get you started:
Play: This is my favorite alternative reinforcer simply because so
many dogs love to play. My top two reinforcer games are tug and chase
the ball (or other favorite toy) because they’re two canine favorites. The
game of tug has suffered for years from an undeserved bad rap. Trainers
and owners who bought into the fallacy of “dominance” as the explanation for every undesirable canine behavior perceived tug as reinforcing a
dog for inappropriate dominance behavior.
Wiser minds, however, recognized that a dog’s natural joy in the game of
tug had nothing to do with dominance, and in fact-could be used to reinforce appropriate behavior by installing simple rules for the game. Rude
behaviors such as jumping up, grabbing for the tug toy or putting teeth
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on human skin or clothing make the toy disappear behind the human’s
back. Polite behavior causes the toy to reappear with an offer to continue
the game.
Chase the toy appeals to a dog’s natural glee in pursuing things that
move. To train wildly enthusiastic recalls, hide a tennis ball behind your
back, call your ball-loving dog, and toss the ball between your legs to reward him for running to you at top speed. To teach lightning-fast sits, cue
the sit, and when your dog’s tail hits the ground, fling his favorite squeaky
toy or Frisbee.
Both tug and chase are favorites of today’s agility and flyball com
petitors. They’ve moved far beyond the absurd notion that it’s harmful to
reward your dog by allowing him to do something that he very much enjoys. If your dog has some other high-energy game he loves to play - tag,
you’re it, keep away, dig in the sandbox or others that you two invent
together - just figure out how to control the game so your dog doesn’t
get reinforced for inappropriate behavior (putting teeth on human skin,
jumping on humans without invitation) and you’re good to go.
lf you have a dog who really “loves his games, you can even use
these activities in a counter conditioning program by associating the
appearance of something aversive with the start of the game. A dog
who is fearful of children but loves to tug might be convinced kids are
good instead of bad if he gets to play his favorite game every time a
small human appears.
Permission to perform: You can use the opportunity to perform a
behavior your dog loves as a reinforcer for another behavior he doesn’t
love as much. This is known as the Premack principle, named after the
behavior scientist who articulated the concept of using a high-value
behavior as a reinforcer for a lower-value behavior. An exampIe: Reinforce his polite sits at the door with the opportunity to run out into
the backyard or by clipping his leash to his collar and taking him for a
walk. If you’ve taught him to love jumping over (or into) your arms or
a nearby agility jump, cue that behavior after he performs a piece of his
obedience routine. Does he love to roll over? Ask him to perform his
favorite trick after he does something more difficult - and less fun - that
you’ve asked him to do.
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Petting: Educated trainers and savvy dog owners now recognize
that many dogs actually find petting, at least some kinds of petting,
aversive. Some dogs tolerate our touch even though they don’t hate
it or enjoy it, and some dogs actually love physical contact with their
humans. If your dog is in the latter group, then you can easily use your
touch as an alternative reinforcer for your dog. Many dogs enjoy being
scratched behind the ears, under the chin or on the back above the tail.
Some dogs even hop around a bit on their hind feet when you scratch
their backs. Make careful note of the kinds of touch your dog loves
best, and use those to reward your dog for a job well done.
Even if your dog doesn’t seem to naturally being touched, you may be
able to condition him to enjoy touch as a reinforcer. He might be convinced to relish scratches behind the ear or under the chin or learn to love
a gentle massage if you start slowly and calmly with brief sessions, making sure to stop before he tries to leave. Do not force him to stay with
you - you’ll make your touch even less welcome!
If you’re not convincing him with a gentle touch alone, pair your
touch with the delivery of a high-yalue food treat in a process called classical conditioning, which is creating an association between two stimuli.
If you consistently touch your dog gently, then feed him a high-value
treat, he’ll corne to associate touch with treats. You can eventually fade
out the use of the treats and lie may still enjoy the touch. This one can be
challenging. If your dog truly doesn’t enjoy being touched, you’re better
off using other alternative reinforcers.
Praise: Some people seem to think their dogs should naturally love
praise for the innate value of being praised - and indeed some dogs appear
to find it reinforcing. Chances are that’s because their humans have done a
good job of making their praise reinforcing by associating it with other fun
stuff. It helps if your praise voice is happy, enthusiastic, high-pitched and
accompanied by your excited body language - you’re classically condi
tioning your dog to associate your praise with other fun stuff.
All the things your dog learns to love because you associate them with
things he naturally enjoys - petting, praise, touch and lower-value behaviors - are called secondary reinforcers. These are your alternative rewards.
The best trainers have developed a long list of secondary reinforcers they
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can use with their dogs, giving them a versatility lacking in those who
totally rely on food.
Keep your dog’s reinforcers varied, high value and unexpected. You’ll
find him working harder, performing better, and doing more for you than
you ever could have imagined. Pat Miller, past president of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers,
is a behavior consultant and trainer who uses positive methods at
her Peaceable Paws Center in Fairplay, Md.
Your Dog, November 2011
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9th Ice Cream Social November 5, 2011
By Carol Jones
20 wolfhounds came to Phoenix Dog Park to romp on
Saturday. It was perfect weather for the dogs; very cool
but not a drop of rain.
New faces this year were Oscar McKelvey and his family, Allen, Amy, Aislinn and Ysanne, Omri and his family,
Kathy Zwiep and Carrie Hodges and Kaitlin and Mats Morris
with their family,
Kim and Phil. This
year Spencer Park
brought his Dad,
Dale for the first
time and that man
of mystery, rarely
seen long time club
member, John DeHaan came for the
afternoon.
Shania Burchett exhibited boundless energy. She was here,
she was there, she was everywhere! I have no doubt she
met each and every wolfhound who came and tried to entice
them all into a game of tag or “catch me if you can”.
We owners played our usual lunchtime game of keep
away…….try to keep your lunch away from hounds with big
pleading eyes so you could eat it yourself.
After lunch and the group
photo, the certificates for
our first time attendees
were given to those mentioned above.
The longest one-way drive
certificate was given to
Kaitlin and Mats Morris
and their chauffeurs, Kim
and Phil for a distance of
107 miles.
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The 2011 youngest wolfhound in attendance was Shania
Burchett at 7 months and 2 days.*
The 2011 oldest wolfhound in attendance was Darina Jones
at 6 years, 4 months and 1 day.
Ice Cream Social Trivia:
 This year we had 5 different sets of siblings!
Set 1: Bryne Burchett and Liam Thompson,Set 2. Keeva
Henning and Shania Burchett,Set 3. Oscar McKelvey,
Castle Squires, Tryfan and Shamrock Thompson, Set 4.
Honey and May Molloy and Set 5. Mac and Molly ChildsMorgan
 In nine years, we have had 100 different wolfhounds attend. Approximately 11 new wolfhounds
come each year.
 Total attendance has been 180 wolfhounds.
 The veteran wolfhound has been a male 3 times, a
female 6 times.
 The youngest wolfhound has been a male 2 times, a
female 7 times
*This award required a background check. Shania’s litter
sister, Keeva was also in attendence. A call to the breeder,
Lynne Rosebrock was necessary to determine which sister
was the youngest. It turned out that Keevais 4 hours older
than Shania. Miss Keeva received a special treat bag.
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Eldest - Darina
Youngest - Shania
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
to one and all
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AT THE DOG SHOWS

Skyline Dog Fanciers
Judge: Mrs. Karen Arends 		
					

October 20, 2011
9 Dogs / 10 Bitches /
6 Dogs & 2 Bitch Sp

WD
Cabells MacDuff Of Highgate - Lori Finucane
RWD Eirin’s Castle Of Sir Lancelot - Peggy Squires
WB/BOW Gabriels Highgate Molly - Carol Gabriel & Christina
Strelova
RWB Gabriels Lil O’Tintern - Jackie & Gary Barnett
BOB
CH Gabriels Luna Blu Of Folkloire - Alan & Jane Schluter
& Carol Gabriel
BOS GCH Quest Deal With The Devil - Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen
SELECT DOG & AOM Ch Bailebrae High Wide N’Handsome - Maria
			
Theresa Grotano & William Barry
SELECT BITCH Ch Taryn Wendy’s Miracle Jory - Brenda & Gary
		
Fairbanks
Skyline Dog Fanciers
Judge: Mr. Sam Houston McDonald
					

October 21, 2011
13 Dogs / 17 Bitches /
11 Dogs & 6 Bitch Sp

WD
Pinehurst Erinwolf Palmer - Karen Catov-Goodell
RWD Zajacz’s Baird McCamus - Carla Zayac
WB/BOW Misty River Winter Eclipse, SC - Judith Brawn
		
*** New Champion ***
RWB Misty River Dehltaugh - Jayney Roskamp
BOB
GCH Pinehurst Garret - Karen Catov-Goodell
BOS GCH Muirin Turrean - Sadie & Donald Heller
SELECT DOG Ch Doomore’s Colehaan - Christina Bergman
SELECT BITCH Ch Taryn Wendy’s Miracle Jory - Brenda & Gary
		
Fairbanks
AOM Ch Gigi Gina Roan Inish - Cheryl Riggs
AOM CH Gabriels Luna Blu Of Folkloire - Alan & Jane Schluter
& Carol Gabriel
AOM GCH Carroy Dermot McDuncan - Lynne & Dick Rosebrock
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Del Valle Dog Club
Judge: Ms Kalen Dumke
		
					

October 23, 2011
6 Dogs / 11 Bitches /
8 Dogs & 6 Bitch Sp

WD
Zajac’s Baird McCamus - Carla Zayac
RWD Destiny Scott McMann - Suzanne McCombs
WB/BOW Quest Voodoo Dolly, SC, RN - Ed Powers
& Cathy Lursen
		
*** New Champion ***
RWB Ygdrasil Praire Creek Broghan De Rolla - Julie Brown
BOB
Ch Powerscourt’s Bella Bellisemo - Thomas & Lani Powers
SELECT DOG Ch Madden Ronan Of Cu Mara, JC - Ann Gould
& Tom Birse
SELECT BITCH Ch Misty River Winter Eclipse, SC - Judith Brawn
AOM GCH Pinehurst Garret - Karen Catov-Goodell
AOM Ch Gabriel’s Lunablu Of Folkloire - Alan & Jane Schluter
& Carol Gabriel
Del Valle Dog Club
Judge: Ms Karen Dumke
		
					

October 23, 2011
5 Dogs / 2 Bitches /
2 Dogs & 2 Bitch Sp

WD & AOM Destiny Scott McMann - Suzanne McCombs
RWD Dewin Von Den Sarrazenen - Ralph Kuecle
WB/BOW
Misty River Dehltaufg - Jayney Roskamp
RWB Ygdrasil Praire Creek Broghan De Rolla - Julie Brown
BOB
Ch Misty River Winter Eclipse, SC - Judith Brawn
BOS Ch Bailebrae High Wide N’Handsome - Maria Theresa
Grotano & William Barry
SELECT DOG GCh Carnasserie Lodestone Of Taryn - Brenda & Gary
Fairbanks
SELECT BITCH Ch Gabriel’s Lunablu Of Folkloire - Alan & Jane
Schluter & Carol Gabriel
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Wine Country Kennel Club
Judge: Mr Raymond Filburn Jr
					

November 12, 2011
7 Dogs / 9 Bitches /
6 Dogs & 1 Bitch Sp

WD/BOW
Eirinn’s Castle Of Sir Lancelot - Peggy Squires
RWD		
Eirinn’s Tryfan Of Sir Lancelot - Chris & Megan
		Thompson
WB		
Gentor’s Improbable Dream At Carroy - Lynne
		
Rosebrock & Eva Harris
*** New Champion ***
RWB		
Limerick Jingle All The Way - Linda Souza &
		Jamie Souza-Bartlett
BOB		
GCh Carroy Dermot McDuncan - Lynne & Dick
		Rosebrock
BOS		
Ch Kerryarc Visalia De Californio - Mandy &
		
Chandler Tyler & Carson Collier
SELECT DOG GCh Quest Deal With The Devil - Ed Powers &
		Cathy Lursen
Wine Country Kennel Club
Judge: Mrs Loraine Boutwell
					

November 12, 2011
7 Dogs / 7 Bitches /
5 Dogs & 2 Bitch Sp

WD		
Cabells MacDuff Of Highgate - Lori Finucane
RWD
Eirinn’s Suffolk Of Lancelot - Don & Cecilia
		DaRosa
WB/BOW/BOS Limerick Jingle All The Way - Linda Souza &
		
Jamie Souza-Bartlett
*** New Champion ***
RWB		
Luna Bella Of Cu Mara - Ann Gould & Tom Birse
BOB		
GCh Quest Deal With The Devil - Ed Powers &
		Cathy Lursen
SELECT DOG Ch Eirinn’s Padraig Of Carroy - Sally & Paul Kimsey
SELECT BITCH Ch Kerryarc Visalia De Californio - Mandy &
		
Chandler Tyler & Carson Collier
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Old age: It’s not a disease but a stage
Proactive owners and advances in veterinary medicine
pave the way
Thanks to the past decade’s advances in every field of veterinary medicine,
today’s veterinarians are better armed to give senior dogs with arthritis, urinary incontinence - and even cancer - a fighting chance at quality lives.
“It is time to recognize that old age is not a disease. It is simply a stage of
life,” says Nicholas Dodman,BVMS,DACVB, director of the Animal Behavior Clinic at Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University.
Drawing upon the treatment of more than 8,000 senior dogs each year at the
school’s small animal hospital, Dr. Dodman and key faculty members collaborated to produce Good Old Dog: Expert Advice for Keeping Your Aging Dog Happy,
Healthy and Comfortable (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt).
“We wrote this book because we realized that there is a big void of knowledge
about how to care for senior dogs,” Dr. Dodman says. “Yes, muzzles do gray;
metabolisms do slow down; bone density does decrease. But these are all simply
normal physiologic shifts as a dog enters his geriatric years.”
Good Old Dog addresses strategies for everyday care based on -breakthroughs
in veterinary research. Among the conditions discussed:
• Urinary incontinence. Between 20 and 50 percent of senior dogs develop some degree of this condition in which dogs drip or leave urine
puddles in the home, and many are surrendered to shelters’ or euthanized. After a diagnostic evaluation to determine the cause of incontinence, a veterinarian may prescribe the drug phenylpropanolamine or
an estrogen compound to strengthen the sphincter muscle that controls
urination. Osteoarthritis. This most prevalent form of arthritis in aging
dogs tends to affect the large joints the hip, knee, elbow or shoulder. To
counter the chronic pain and reduce pressure on the joints, Cummings
School experts recommend maintaining the arthritic dog’s weight somewhat
lower than average and administering nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
and slow-acting, disease-mitigating osteoarthritis drugs such as Cosequin.
•

				

27

•
• Dogs who are severely affected may benefit from seeing a pain specialist,
ideally one who is a diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Anesthesiologists. To find one in your area, visit the Web site of the International
Veterinary Academy of Pain Management at ivapm.org.
• Cancer. The disease affects an estimated 50 percent of dogs over age
10. Surgery, radiation therapy and chemotherapy are the primary treatments. In the case of osteosarcoma, or bone cancer, amputation of the
afflicted limb won’t cure the cancer but will eliminate the intense pain.
Most dogs show a remarkable ability to adapt to using three legs. “I’ve
done many, many amputations, and I’ve never yet had an owner who
regretted the decision,” said John Berg, DVM, a board-certified surgeon specializing in soft tissue surgery and surgical oncology. “After
amputat{on, without chemotherapy, survival time averages 5 months.
With chemotherapy, the average is one year. In either case, the quality
of life is excellent.” While medical advances are vital, equally important
is the need for owners to be active participants in their pets’ health. Experts
at Cummings School identify 10 ways owners can be their senior dogs’ best
health allies:
1.
2.
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Pet-proof your home as you did when your dog was a puppy. Place runners on tile and other smooth surfaces to provide traction and prevent
slippage when your older dog gets up and walks or runs.
Avoid overfeeding. As a dog ages, his metabolism slows. Excessive
calories, leading to excess weight, can make life more difficult for older
dogs. Overweight dogs are also at greater risk for diabetes. Work with
your veterinarian on portion control feeding.

3.

Don’t be misled by the word “senior” on commercial dog food packages.
There is no legal definition for senior dog food - it’s a marketing term.
Instead, consult your veterinarian about a diet that best meets your dog’s
specific needs.

4.

Some degree of reduction in appetite can be normal in older dogs, but a
marked loss of appetite may indicate a problem and should prompt a visit
to your veterinarian.

5.

Schedule an annual or twiceyearly senior wellness checkup that includes
an extensive physical examination and blood work. Veterinarians can use
this information as a benchmark to monitor health changes each year.

6.

Consider pet health insurance. The monthly premium can offset the cost
of expensive medical care that older dogs often need.

7.

Enroll in a pet first-aid course so you can know what to do to stabilize
your dog in an emergency until you can reach a veterinarian.

8.

If you travel with your dog by car or plane, buy a climate-controlled pet
carrier to keep him from becoming too hot or too cold. Senior dogs asre
less able to regulate their body temperatures.

9.

If you smoke STOP. Research has shown a direct correlation between
people smoking in the home and an increased risk of cancer in their
dogs. Evidence is also coming to light that “third-hand smoke” – the tobacco toxin leftovers that stick on skin, hair, drapes and other household
items – may set the stage for cancer.

10. Select commercial dog food and dental treats that have earned a seal
of approval from the Veterinary Oral Health Council, which recognizes
products that meet standards for plaque and tartar control.
“Of the 4 million dogs surrendered to shelters every year, 1 million are given
up because their owners say they’re simply too old,” says Dr. Dodman. “This
book can serve as a reference guide for owners of older dogs. Every day at the
university, our goal is to educate and pass on knowledge to students and to pet
owners who come to our hospital. Now with this book, we can make a much
greater outreach to the public and help them understand how to bring out the best
in their aging dogs.”

In addition to Drs. Dodman and Berg,
these Cummings School faculty mem
bers contributed to Good Old Dog:
•

Suzanne Cunningham, DVM, board
certified specialist in cardiology.

•

Lisa Freeman, DVM, Ph.D., professor
and board-certified nutritionist.

•

Jean Joo, DVM, who has completed a
residency in dentistry and oral surgery.

				
•

29

•

Michael Kowaleski, DVM, associate
professor of small animal orthopedic
surgery.

•

Linda Ross, DVM, a board-certified specialist in small animal internal medicine with special interests in kidney disease and diabetes.

•

Scott Shaw, DVM, former assistant professor at Cummings, board
certified in emergency and critical care.

New York Times best-selling author Lawrence Lindner served as a writer
for the book.
Your Dog, October 2011
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The Annual Monterey Beach Walk (with dogs)

This is a fun event for you and your dog(s). You will be strolling
along raised walkways overlooking the ocean. Lunch will be served
at the London Bridge Pub (and yes, the dogs are invited !). So join us
for a beautiful stroll along the beach.
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Saturday, January 21, 2012
9:30 am Meeting Time
Parking lot, on Ocean View Blvd.
(Between Beach Street & Balboa Avenue)
LUNCH: London Bridge Pub (around noon)

CONTACT:
Kay Paz (831) 385-3148 JohnPaz@sbcglobal.net
to let her know how many are coming
DIRECTIONS: Head towards Monterey on HWY I. Follow the signs
to Cannery Row Aquarium. Turn left on Ocean View Blvd. (toward
Pacific Grove). The parking lot (meeting place) is on Ocean View
Blvd., between Beach Street & Balboa Avenue, on the right.
Dress in comfortable clothes to walk in and bring a windbreaker.
In case of light rain, you may want to bring an umbrella. The London
Bridge Pub (lunch place) is near the Monterey State Beach, a great
place to let the dogs romp. The IW’s will have a great time with all
the smells and activity that will include lots of people wanting to
know more about OUR dogs.
Remember to bring water & “poop bags” for your dog(s).
For those that do not want to walk the full distance, call Kay to
get information on a closer parking area. We should have a van to
help out those that need a ride back to their car.
Please call Kay Paz, to let her know how many are coming. If the
weather is not co-operating, the walk may be cancelled; many times
it may rain the night before and be perfect on the day of the walk.
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NCIWC Rescue Report
Every IW deserves a forever home. Each of us, who love and care
about this breed, have a responsibility toward, not only our own dogs (as
owners) and those we produce (as breeders), but for those in need.
Every regional club has a responsibility to protect those IWs in their area
who need help.
To that end, I propose the establishment of a NCIWC Rescue Committee. This committee will have a chairman, appointed by the club
President who will act as the coordinator of rescue efforts in the NCIWC
area which should include all of Northern California and the adjacent
areas of Nevada. There will be established a line item in the NCIWC
budget for Rescue which will be used for needed medical care for rescues. The chairman of the Rescue Committee will be authorized to direct
the treasurer to spend up to $500 on spay/neuter, vaccinations, and other
needed medical care for a rescue dog. In addition, the treasurer may
use part of this fund to offset any additional expense to the club for the
annual insurance premium which may result from rescue efforts. Any
additional expenses from this fund will need Board approval.
Because no one person can do it all, the committee will be composed of
volunteers who will assist the chairman in the following areas:
1. Volunteer to visit their local shelter periodically to become
known by the shelter workers as someone who cares about IWs. Educate
them with pictures and (if possible) a live dog as to what an IW looks
like. Be prepared to go to the shelter if there is a report of an IW there
and confirm if it is, in fact, an Irish Wolfhound or a mix.
2. Volunteer to provide transportation as needed for a rescue
from a shelter to a foster home or adoptive home if help is needed.
3. Volunteer to be a foster home if interim care is needed for a
rescue pending final placement.
4. Volunteer to do home checks in your area of potential adoptees and to follow up with them after they adopt an IW to help educate

them and encourage them to become active in NCIWC.
In addition to the committee members, all of us can help in the
rescue effort by:
1. Owners may make a small donation to the rescue fund
on their dog’s birthday, when acquiring a new puppy, or just because they love Irish Wolfhounds. Educate everyone who ex
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presses an interest in your dogs about the pros and the cons of IW
ownership. They are a special breed and NOT for everyone!
2. Breeders may make a small donation to the rescue fund for
every puppy they sell. Make sure you stay in contact with your puppy
buyers and include in your sales agreement the stipulation that you will
take back any puppy you sell, at any time, for any reason. You brought
it into this world…be responsible for it for life (not just until the check
clears the bank).
Report submitted by Lynne Rosebrock
Jane & Alan Schluter are the club’s new Rescue Committee Chairmans
(530) 476-2356
Folkloire@frontiernet.net

It is VERY IMPORTANT for Jane & Alan to have a list
of contacts to make our rescue work. Please send Jane
& Alan the following information so that they can get a
list of contacts made:
Name
Phone Number
Email addy
Area Where You Live (able to check shelters for impounded IW).
Please help the club AND any IW that may need help by submitting the
above.
Thank You !
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How Old Is Your Dog In HumanYears?
Generally, big dogs age faster than small ones. Use this chart to determine if your dog is in his adult prime or geriatric. For example, a 6-yearold dog weighing less than 20 pounds is the equivalent of a 40year-old
person, but a 6-year-old dog weighing more than 120 pounds is the
equivalent of a 69-year-old.
William Fortney, DVM, a veterinarian specializing in geriatric medicine
and director of community care at Kansas State University School of
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PLANTS YOU SHOULD AVOID
Azalea, Belladonna, Bird of paradise, Bulbs (hyacinth,
narcissus family),Calla Iilly, Cardinal flower, Castorbean,
China berry tree, Daphne, Dumb cane (Dieffenbachia),
Dutchman’s breeches, Elephant’s ear, Hydrangea, Jack-inthe-pulpit, Jasmine, Jimsonweed, Larkspur (Delphinium),
Laurel, Lily of the valley, Mescal bean Mushrooms, Nightshades, Philodrendron, Poinsettia, Prunus species, Tobacco, Yellow jasmine, Yews Taxus species.
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Bone Cancer Vaccine
Evaluation of a recombinant Listeria monocytogenes vector expressing huHer-2/neu to stimulate anti-tumor immunity and prolong survival
times in dogs with appendicular osteosarcoma
Osteosarcoma (bone cancer) is most commonly seen in large and giant breed dogs. It is an aggressive cancer with a guarded prognosis, even
when treated with amputation and chemotherapy. The purpose of this
study is to determine whether a recombinant *L. moncytogenes* vaccine
can make the dog’s own immune system attack the tumor and prolong
survival in dogs with appendicular osteosarcoma.
The Veterinary Clinical Investigations Center is conducting a pilot
phase I dose escalation study to determine the dose of a *L. monocytogenes* expressing huHer-2/neu recombinant vaccine that can effectively
stimulate tumor-specific immunity and prolong survival in dogs with
osteosarcoma. Only those dogs with a confirmed diagnosis of osteosarcoma (by biopsy) and who have undergone limb amputation and standard
chemotherapy (4 doses of carboplatin) for the treatment of osteosarcoma
will be eligible for inclusion in the study. In addition, only those patients
whose tumors express the target Her-2/neu will be eligible for inclusion
in this study.
At enrollment (3 weeks following the last dose of carboplatin chemotherapy), all eligible dogs will receive basic clinical laboratory tests
including a complete blood count, chemistry screen and urinalysis and a
baseline evaluation of cardiac function by echocardiography and measurement of cardiac-specific Troponin I (cTnI) levels. Chest x-rays will
be taken to determine whether cancer has spread to the lungs (metastases). Only dogs with no evidence metastases will be eligible for inclusion
in the study. At the time of enrollment, a blood sample will be taken to
assess immune function and baseline levels of anti-tumor immunity.
All dogs will be vaccinated using a *L. monocytogenes* expressing
huHer-2/neu recombinant vaccine, there is no placebo group. The first
vaccine will be given three weeks after the last dose of routine carbopla
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tin chemotherapy. Patients will receive a total of 3 vaccines given three
weeks apart. Patients will stay in the hospital for 48 hours following vaccine administration for observation.
*Benefits*:
- Complete staging of disease at the time of enrollment (blood work,
urinalysis, immune function assessment, chest x-rays, cardiac evaluation)
- Three *Listeria monocytogenes* vaccines
- Hospitalization for observation
- Blood work, urinalysis and cardiac evaluation every three weeks for a
total of 9 weeks
- Routine staging every 2 months following last vaccine administration
(blood work, urinalysis, immune assessment, chest x-rays, cardiac evaluation)
- Four doses of carboplatin chemotherapy for dog’s whose tumor expresses Her-2/neu (diagnosed after limb amputation)
There is no cost to participate in this study. Initial diagnosis, amputation
and and related charges are not covered by the study.
If you are interested in learning more about this study, please contact the
VCIC at 215-573-0302 or vcic@vet.upenn.edu
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AT THE RACES

2 AKC courses in Hollister this weekend. Oct 29th & 30th 2011:
Saturday was Caden (Ghazal/Miller) and Nuala(Rosebrock) in Open
Sunday was Caden, Nuala, Dolly (Powers/Lursen) and Dashiel
(Chaney)in Open and Raxx (Powers/Lursen) and Morgana (Powers/
Lursen) in Specials
Nuala was BOB both days.
The open stake was Nuala 1st, Caden 2nd, Dolly 3rd and Dashiel
scratched after the first run (slightly lame)
The specials stake was Morgana 1st and Raxx NQ
Nuala now has 8 points, including a 5 pt major, but with Caden moving
up, we need more people to come out and run AKC.
She also has 33 ASFA points, including a 1st and a 2nd...I hope she
finishes at least one of the titles before she burns out or starts cheating.

A heartfelt thank you to the members of NCIWC
Lynne
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Puppy Rescued From Top Of Train :
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Four firefighters in a South Carolina town

plucked a frightened black lab puppy from the top of a double-decker freight
train car and delivered her to a new, loving home.
“We don’t know how long she was up there,” Liberty assistant fire chief Chris
Rowland said Tuesday. “She was scared. She was ready to come down.”
Rowland’s team of four firefighters was called Sunday evening after Tina
Parker of nearby Pickens spotted the pup while she and her family were
stopped at a red light and saw the train pass by.
Parker said she saw what she thought was trash on the top of the train, but
then it started moving and she realized it was a small dog.
“There’s no question it was a puppy,” Parker said.
She called 911 and followed the train to Liberty about six miles away.
A Norfolk Southern spokeswoman said they stopped the train, which was
going about 50 mph while traveling from Pennsylvania to Atlanta.
The family helped firefighters find the car and firefighter Derek Sargeant
scampered up a 24-foot extension ladder to get on top of the double-stacked
containers.
“We don’t know how she survived up there,” Rowland said.
The Parkers named the dog Boxcar Hunter, or Boxy for short. They made an
appointment with the veterinarian to have the dog checked, but Parker said it
seems healthy and happy to be off the train. She has two other dogs and the
new pup is getting used to her new surroundings.
Parker said no one knows who put the dog atop the train.
Rowland said the effort was a difficult one, given where the car stopped and
how the firefighters had to maneuver to get the ladder in place alongside the
tracks. But he said it was a good thing for all involved.
“We’ve rescued a cat here and there, but we’ve never had to get a dog off the
top of a train,” he said.

40

Do Animals Really Smile ?
Pavlov might have called that happy look on your dog’s face a
collection of conditioned reflexes, but now science is catching up with
what animal lovers have always known.
According to Professor Nicholas Dodman, head of animal behavior
at the Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts School of
Medicine and a regular onAnimal Planet’sDogs 101 and Cats 101,
until recently, scientists have generally underestimated the emotional
range of animals. He says that today it is widely understood by
scientists that mammals do experience primary emotions such as fear,
sadness, anger, and happiness and even some secondary emotions
like jealously andembarrassment—and they communicate them.
Dodman says that dogs even have a sense of humor and laugh with a
kind of huffing sound. He describes a study that examines how playing
recordings of this laughing sound actually calms shelter dogs.
As for dogs’ smiles, he points out the dogs in our slideshow,“Note that
the lips horizontally retract into what’s called a‘submissive smile’ – a
sign that a dog is non-threatening. It’s an expression that disarms
possible aggression, much like the human smile.” Chimps, such as
the group in our slideshow, exhibit what’s called a “play face” – or an
invitation for fun. Cats have naturally bowed mouths—like the cat in
our slideshow, so Dodman says its tricky to pinpoint an actual smile,
but they are emotionally sensitive, trainable, and affectionate. Among
many other pets, Dodman has enjoyed sharing his home with rats,
which he says are “very affectionate and intelligent.” Dodman, points
out that your pet might not understand the exact details of your hard
day, but you probably sense it is empathetic enough to curl up and
listen.
Marc Bekoff, Professor Emeritus of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Colorado and author of The Animal Manifesto:
Six Reasons for Increasing our Compassion Footprint, agrees.
“People are often keener observers of animal behavior than they give
themselves credit for,” says the leading expert on animal emotions.
Bekoff says that scientific research, for the most part, eventually
confirms what animal lovers intuit and observe. Part of the lag is due to
“studying animals in a box”as Dodman calls it. Dodman, who is giving
a series of lectures on dog and cat behavior in November, explains
that our advances in understanding the richness and depth of animal’s
lives is enhanced by researchers such as Jane Goodall who live with
animals in their natural environments.
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Bekoff points out that it makes biological and evolutionary sense for
animals to experience a range of emotions and be able to show them,
just as it does for humans. In a paper published by researchers from
the University of Washington on rats, laughter, and joy, the authors
describe how young rats vocalize when being tickled. The scientists
explain that this laughter is bonding and “may have evolutionary
relations to the joyfulness of human childhood laughter commonly
accompanying social play.” Bekoff says our emotions might not be
exactly analogous to those of animals, but neither are all humans’
emotions the same. “The way two siblings experience the death of a
parent might not be exactly the same, but they are both experiencing
grief.”
Bekoff believes that our growing acceptance of animals as sentient
beings based on scientific research needs to lead to legislation
that provides significantly more protection of animals in labs,
slaughterhouses, and entertainment. For example, a 2011 study on
chimpanzees and mood disorders concluded that,“Chimpanzees
display behavioral clusters similar to PTSD and depression [to
humans] in their key diagnostic criteria, underscoring the importance
of ethical considerations regarding the use of chimpanzees
in experimentation and other captive settings.”As for how this
understanding affects humans, it has also, as he puts it, “increased
humans’ knowledge of our place in the world as mammals—unique
mammals—but mammals, nonetheless.”
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Loose Leash Walking: Is It Possible?
A casual stroll down a fragrant country lane with your dog is possible.
Here’s how to control pulling behavior.
Dogs love going on walks, but excursions aren’t much fun for you if your
pet makes a habit of pulling. In addition to getting a sore arm or elbow from the
constant tugging, you risk losing control of your dog if he’s constantly straining
at the end of the lead. If you have a large dog, you also risk bodily injury - just
ask anyone whose massive mutt has suddenly charged off and dragged them to
the ground.
Why do dogs pull? Because it works. If your dog wants to explore a tempting bush or fire hydrant and you let him pull you over to it, he’s reached his goal
and learned that pulling gets him something he wants. The more often he pulls
and gets a reward for it, the more ingrained the behavior becomes. Many dogs
also have a built-in instinct to pull when they feel tension on the lead. In particular, Siberian huskies and other northern breeds, which for generations have been
bred to pull sleds, can become champion leashpullers.
But walks are a necessity for many dogs, and they should be enjoyable for
both dog and owner. According to Katherine Houpt, VMD, PhD, the emeritus
James Law Professor of Behavior Medicine at Cornell University’s College of
Veterinary Medicine, teaching the dog to walk reliably on a loose leash is the
way to achieve this balance. “You want the dog to have the freedom to explore
within the radius of the leash but not be pulling so much that it’s not comfortable
for the walker,” she explains.
How to Get Started. Use a regular buckled collar and a six-foot leash for walking your dog. Lunge lines and retractable leashes don’t provide enough control;
in addition, says Dr. Houpt, those flexi-leashes exert a constant tension on the
leash which makes it hard to teach a dog not to pull.
Establish manners before the walk: If your dog goes crazy when he sees the
leash and you attach it while he’s cavorting around in glee, that’s a mistake. Now
you are taking an out-of-control animal on a walk - and it’s almost impossible to
expect a dog in this state to show good manners. Instead, implement a “nothing
in life is free” approach. Ask your dog to sit and stay before you attach his leash.
Reward him for sitting with a treat or verbal praise, and don’t clip on the leash
until his rear is planted. If he’s trembling in barely-contained excitement, that’s
okay. He needs to learn that certain behaviors get the leash while others don’t.
Continue this approach when you get to the front door - the door doesn’t open
until he sits and stays. Many trainers are fond of saying that it takes two to

pull on a leash - the dog and the person holding the other

				

43

end. It’s important that you commit to never pulling or yanking the dog
on-leash or using the leash to guide or direct him. Your goal is to maintain a slack lead at all times. If you find that you have trouble doing this,
consider attaching the leash to your belt or using a waist leash specifi
cally designed for this purpose.
Set your dog up to succeed. Before you begin your training, giye
your dog a vigorous romp or a good ball-throwing session. If he’s a
little bit tired, he’ll be less likely to be rambunctious on the leash. Next,
start working in a low-dis
traction environment: your backyard, an
empty parking lot or e\’en indoors. As he begins to grasp the basis of
loose-leash walking, slowly increase the distractions until you eventually work back up to his normal routine. Once you decide to train for
loose-leash walking, be completely consistent. You need one hundred
percent commitment.
Training Techniques. For the “stop-go” method, “You want to teach
your dog that it’s not worth his trouble to go to the end of the leash,”
explains dog trainer Melissa Alexander, the author of Click for Joy. When
your dog pulls so hard that the leash gets taut, just stop in your tracks
and freeze. At some point, your dog will look back at you to see why
you aren’t moving, and the leash will slacken slightly. As soon as it
does, praise your dog (click if you’re using a clicker), offer a treat and
resume your walk. Repeat as often as needed, making sure you stop any
time your dog puts the slightest tension on the leash. The one exception
is if your dog is pulling toward something specific; in this case, use the
“environmental rewards” technique described below.
It’s important to continue offering reinforcement when the leash is
loose, such as when he’s walking by your side, says Alexander. “If you
forget to maintain a high rate of reinforcement for staying in the correct
position, your dog will quickly figure out that going to the end of the
leash and back is the best way to get a treat.”
Reward a loose leash. In this approach, you reinforce your dog for
slackening the leash. “Sometimes you can cure a puller easily with one
simple rule for yourself: Every time the leash goes slack, I will click and
treat,” says Karen Pryor, the author of Getting Started: Clicker Training for
Dogs. Take your dog for a walk, but tie the leash to your belt or waist.
When the dog happens to let the leash go slack, for whatever reason stopping to sniff a bush, scratch, or relieve himself - click and give him a
treat. He’ll soon start to realize that a loose leash brings on good things,
while a taut leash gets nothing. For some dogs, this method works almost
instantly, says Pryor: By the end of a ten-minute walk, you may have a
reformed character.”
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If your dog is pulling for a specific reason - to sniff a rock, greet people, mark, etc. - you’ll need to teach him that he can get what he wants
only by walking on a loose leash, and that he’ll lose what he wants if
the leash gets tight. For this technique, allow your dog to walk toward
his intended target as long as the leash is loose. The moment he pulls it
tight, says “Whoops!’ and immediately walk back to the starting point.
To avoid pulling on the leash, you may need to break into a quick
run; your dog will instinctively give chase. Allow your dog to start
oward the target again, but repeat the change of direction as soon as he
pulls on the leash. “Think of environmental rewards as just that - rewards,” says Alexander. “If the dog does what you want, she gets to do
what she wants.”
Requires Time and Tools. Teaching your dog to walk with a loose leash
takes time and consistency. Until he’s trained, the following equipment
options can help. Pryor suggests using a collar and leash during no-pull
training but switching to a standard harness when pulling must be tolerated for some reason. “There are times when you don’t have 20 minutes
to go down the front steps,” she says. “In that case, put a harness on the
dog. They learn that if the body harness is on, they are allowed to pull.
That helps if you’re running late, or if your dog walker doesn’t follow
the rules.”
A no-pull harness is also an option. This type of harness has the leashattachment ring at the dog’s chest instead of on his back. If he pulls,
he’llbe turned back toward the owner, which may discourage pulling
since he can’t get where he wants to go. Various head halters are on the
market today, including versions by Gentle Leader*, Halti* and Snoot
Loop*, and they work on the principle that, if you guide the dog’s head,
the body will follow suit. The leash attaches to the halter at the dog’s
chin; when,he pulls, his head is turned. In some cases, simply using a
halter for every walk can solve the dog’s pulling problem for good.
Some owners believe their dogs need more serious deterrents than
those listed above, such as choke chains and prong collars, but these
must be used with caution. “Choke chains can be misused. Usually if
you hear the dog panting against it, it’s not being used correctly,” says
Dr. Houpt, who is board-certified by the American College of Veterinary
Behaviorists. “And I don’t like the prong collar, because it does producepain, and some people feel it leads to more inter-dog aggression. But
some dogs are so big and strong that that’s all that will work, so I’m not
going to condemn them outright.”
Dog Watch September 2011
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Happy Birthday
December
2 years old: Frost (m) & Jingle (f) Souza, Sadie
Schluter (f) & Sheen Williams (m)
3 years old: Jake Trifeletti (m), Heather Smith (f)
4 years old: Mister Darcy Jepson (m)
5 years old: Raxx (m) & Morgana (f) Powers-Luren
7 years old: Bodacious Powers-Lursen (f)
8 years old: Jesse Gabriel (f)
9 years old: Merry Paz (f)
10 years old: Egan McCombs (m)

January
2 years old: Suffolk DaRosa (m)
3 years old: Siobhan Clark (f), Keegan , Madden
(m’s) & Luna Bella (f) Gould-Birse
4 years old: Lily Robertson (f), Sheenagh Williams
(f), Paddy Kimsey (m), Aiden Johansson (f),
Connlaoi Hayden (m), Louise Braham (f),
Diamond McCombs (f), Honey & May Molloy (f’’s)
5 years old: Yogi Aiken (m)
6 years old: Faith & Hope Paz (f’’s), Ruby May &
Manella McCombs (f’’s), Unity Temple (f)
9 years old: Brian, Brianna & Colleen Luba-Curtis ,
Gallagher Fairbanks (m)
10 years old: Unity & Pride Hawksworth (f’’s)
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Please contact Carol Jones if you would like to see your dogs’
name on the boofday list
RoseheartCu@comcast.net

NCIWC Calendar
		
		
December 3, 2011
December 3, 2011
December 3, 2011
December 4, 2011
December 28, 2011
December 31, 2011

IWAWC Gathering Of The Cu - Monterey
NCIWC Xmas Party - (Souzas) San Martin
Santa Cruz Kennel Club - Woodland
Kennel Club Of Salinas - Woodland
Oakland Kennel Club - San Mateo
San Mateo Kennel Club - San Mateo

January 29 & 30,2012 Golden Gate Kennel Club - Daly City
Februsry 4 & 5, 2012 Sun Maid Kennel Club - Fresno
February 11, 2012
NCIWC ASFA All Breed Lure Trial - Oakley
February 12, 2012
IWAWC ASFA All Breed Lure Trial - Oakley
February 19 & 20, 2012 Santa Clara Valley KC - San Jose
Show & Lure Info contact Robin Burchett tory_iw@att.net (925) 689-9765
Camping Info contact Frank Christian fwc10000@gmail.com

The Hounds’ Bugle
2213 Greenbrier Street
Concord, CA 94520-1441

