










































BEST OF OPPOSITE SEX - Michael Moloney 
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By Eric Olson 
ai'ld &Jsai Kelso 

Parent allows you to take responsibility 
for large. household item. 

Contributed by Robin Burchett 
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An overload of nutrients might be one of the biggest nutritional 
dangers to pet health today. Some pets eat double the required amount 
of protein, which may increase the risk of kidney disease; three times 
the amount of calcium, which could lead to skeletal and skin diseases; 
and three times the required amount of phosphorus, which might increase 
chances of kidney problems. _ - Dog World 

rl rl 
Small squirts of water from a plastic bottle every 10 to 15 minutes 
are more cooling for a workiQg dog in hot weather than one big slurp. 

rlrl 
Dogs don't sweat, so they don't lose electrolytes; giving a dog an 
electrolyte beverage can be.harmful. 

rl rl 
Researchers have now found the Lyme disease bacterium in the American 
Dog Tick (our most popular local little sucker) and are currently 
conducting tests as to whether this tick can transmit the disease. 

rl rl 
Acupuncture is most commonly used to treat musculoskeletal problems 
(dysplasia,disc disease,arthritis), intestinal problems (diarrhea, 
chronic vomiting) and skin conditions (lick granuloma,allergies). 

rl rl 
If a dog is truly allergic to something, it will almost always come 
forward as a skin problem and that problem will be skin that itches. 

rl rl 
Dogs are naturally near-sighted, but as they age, their eye lenses 
harden and appear cloudy and opaque. Distance focusing is affected 
but not the eyesight. It is thought that the ability to maintain the 
clearer vision up close is essential for aging predators. 

rl rl 
A hormone called dehydroepiandrosterone (DHEA) has both anti- obesity 
and cholesterol-lowering activity in dogs. Studies show that DHEA, 
when combined with a low energy, high fiber reducing diet, enhances 
the loss of excess body weight when compared with diet modification 
alone. rl rl - Animal Heal th 

The Irish Wolfhound is included in the list of dog breeds which are 
predisposed to thyroid .and related immune diseases. 

* * * * * * 
In Minnesota, a three-judge panel of the first state appellate court 

ruled that contact between a dog and an injured person is not needed to 
make the dog's owner liable for the injuries. This ruling involved two 
cases in which men were frightened by running dogs and fell while 
attempting to avoid the dogs, thus injuring themselves. In both cases, 
the injured parties were awarded thousands of dollars in damages . The 
big question now is how this decision will affect homeowners insurance, 
especially those who own dogs . -AKC Canine Conn~ction, Oct. ' 92 
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Cow Hoof Advisory 

Rob Shaw - Tribune 

Jon and Debbie Lord's dog survived a bout with cancer a year ago. He 
almost wasn't as lucky with cow hooves. 

"Dopey" had been eating the hooves, which are sold in many pet 
stores as chew toys, for nearly six months. What [his owners] didn't 
know is that pieces. of the hooves were blocking their dog's intestines 
and slicing up the inside of his stomach. The 13-year-old mutt ended up 
needing nearly $1,000 worth of surgery to remove the splintered hooves. 
Now, the Lords say they'll try to recover those costs in small-claims 
court by suing the pet store that sold them the hooves. 
"The hooves just sit in there. They don't digest and they eventually 
cause intestinal blockages, 11 Debbie Lord said. "His insides were 
totally lacerated." 

Veterinarians say the cow hooves are nothing but bad news for dogs. 
They are not digesting in the animals' systems and are causing 
blockage. Another of the problems is that pieces are splintering off in 
the teeth and gums. Often there is dental work required. 

Veterinarians who operated on "Dopey" removed about six chunks of 
the hooves from his large intestine and one piece from. his small 
intestine. They also had to remove 20 percent of his stomach. 

"It was a real serious surgery, especially for his age," Debbie Lord 
said. "We were really amazed that he lived through the surgery and has 
done as well as he has. ""Dopey" still has surgical stitches from the 
September 11 operation. The Lords have saved in a plastic bag the 
sharp, hard chunks of hooves removed from their dog. 

The pet shop manager blames South American countries for exporting 
thin-walled hooves that are more likely to splinter. Debbie, however, 
would like to stop all stores from selling any hooves from anywhere. 

"Getting my money back [to make up for the cost of the surgery] is 
something I'd like, but our main concern is making people aware of the 
terrible danger in some of the 'toys' they're buying for their pets." 

* * * Dur thanks to Aggie Tara Curtis for submitting this article 
which, it is hoped, will serve as a warning and will help to 
avoid a tragedy. - Ed. 
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Rawhide Bones 

Related to the foregoing subject of chew toys for dogs is an 
article in the October issue of Canine News. Consumers are 
understandably concerned about the safety of rawhide bones due to a 
period of time in the early BO's when rawhide was imported from areas 
where lime and arsenic are used in the curing process of hides, and 
also hides deeply contaminated with worms and worm eggs came in from 
the Orient. These unsafe hides caused many dogs on the West Coast to 
become ill and even led to the deaths of some of them. Care must be 
taken when choosing rawhide chews for your dog. Usually the cheapest 
are from the Orient. Curing methods used in South American countries 
are usually suspect, but a "U.S.A." stamp is not always a guarantee 
that the hide is safe, either. How are rawhide chews made? Canine News 
explains: 

"A tannery buys the hide from a meat processing plant. They 
immediately dip the hide in a saline solution to inhibit bacterial 
growth. The hide is then chemically dehaired. Additional materials are 
added to puff up the hide in order to make splitting easier. A 
splitting machine is then used to split the hide horizontally. This 
procedure allows the tannery to separate the hide into layers of 
uniform thickness. The upper layer, known as the "grain" or hair side 
furnishes the best quality cut or top grain leather. The bottom piece 
is referred to as the ''split". This lower section is then defleshed and 
the processing begins. In large drums the hide is cleared of the above 
chemicals and partially degreased. In doing this, the hide is brought 
back to a neutral pH factor. The hide is then bleached using a dilute 
hydrogen peroxide bath. Next, they thoroughly rinse it to remove any 
excess peroxide. It is from this piece that dog chews are made. 

"The hides are laid flat and cut into pieces which are then 
hand-tied into 'bones'. The bones are placed on racks and then dried in 
heated rooms." 

There are definite differences in rawhide quality: "Rawhide coming 
from the Orient and other inferior sources is often made using the 
hides of water buffalo or wild animals. These hides are much lower in 
protein and can have up to three times the fat content. This makes them 
harder for a dog to digest. In addition, lack of environmental control 
and water purification affect the processing of rawhide. Crude water 
washes can result in high levels of trace elements such as mercury, 
chrome, etc. The lack of adequate controls can also lead to the 
presence of bacteria, hair and other impurities. Some hides are so 
contaminated with insect eggs they are not considered safe for the 
dogs." 
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* * * AKC CANitE GOOD CITIZEN * * * 

It is announced with great pride and congratulations that the 
following Irish Wolfhounds received their AKC Canine Good Citizen 
titles at the Canine Good Citizen Test given in Pleasanton, California 
by The Northern California Pug Club on October 17, 1992: 

CH. KELLCASTLE'S SlJll>IN' ShEET, LCl'I, CGC - Robin & Terry Burchett 

CH. KNIGHTWIND'S IRISH LADY ANM::, FCH, CGC - Robin & Terry Burchett 
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