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Collars - chief ingredient is usually an 
organo-phoshate such as Dichlorovas or a carbamate 
such as Carbaryl. These products work by paralyzing 
the respiratory apparatus of the flea causing suffo
cation. Their chief disadvantage results from the 
sheer size of our dogs. Adult fleas generally attack 
the hindquarters first then migrate towards the head. 
Collars seem to be most effective around the head, 
neck and anterior chest on large dogs. I use a collar 
as a aid in control when traveling in 
an area with a known flea problem (show grounds, ob
edience trials, lure courses). I never leave a collar 
on my dog for more than 3 days at a time. Occasion
ally allergic reactions to collars do occur. Also, 
sighthounds as a rule tend to be sensitive to organo 
phosphates, and therefore extreme care should be ex
ercised when using these products. 

Powders/Sprays - Chief ingredients are insec
ticides such as Carbaryl, Malathion and occasionally 
Pyrethrum. Powders and sprays are our primary weapons 
in a control program when used correctly. Make sure 
to get SKIN CONTACT to maximize their effect. Alter
nating products is a good idea in order to reduce 
the number of resistant adults. Powdering or spraying 
once to twice a week tends to reduce the number of 
fleas significantly. Disadvantages - The size of our 
dogs makes it harder to cover them thoroughly. Sprays 
tend to frighten a lot of animals, but this can be 
avoided hy using a pump spray instead of an aerosol, 
i.e.-DFT spray. 

Shampoos/Dips - These contain similar ingred
ients to those found in powders and sprays but in 

ferent concentrations. Shampoos have little residual, 
short duration of action, which is the main advantage 
in using dips. Many dips last up to 21 days. 

Internal/Pour Ons - NOT recommended for use in 
sighthounds. Proban is an oral systemic organo-phosphate 
used twice a week, and pour ons are used primarily 
for cattle. 

Phase II - Environmental Control 
This is the most critical aspect in our battle 

to eradicate the flea, but often the most neglected 
one. It is made up of two parts: internal (home and/or 
kennel) and external (yard and/or runs). Internal 
control involves good housekeeping practices and the 
use of foggers. Routine vacuuming and washing of the 
dog's bedding help to reduce the amount of food avail
able to the larvae. Two types of foggers are now on 
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the market for home and kennel use: for the adult flea 

and for the larval stage. Adulticides are foggers cont

aining an insecticide which is effective against the 

adult flea. Larvalcides are a recent breakthrough made 

possible by the introduction to the pet industry of a 

product called Methoprene. It is marketed by Vet-Kem 

as Siphotrol and is sold commercially for industrial 

and professional use as Pre_cor. The product is a hormone 

that interrupts the fleas' life cycle at the larval 

stage preventing its development past the cocoon stage. 

It is essentially non toxic, won't stain furniture or 

carpeting, and lasts for 10 weeks. Its only drawback is 

that it has no effect on adult fleas. 
External control utilizes products similar to the 

powders and sprays. Weekly applications to the yard 

and run areas are helpful especially in heavily infes

ted places. 
In summary, flea control can be achieved but it 

takes time, perseverance and common sense on your part. 

Start by fogging your premises, followed with routine 

powderings, shampoos, dips, etc. It wi 11 go a long way 

in ensuring your dogs' comfort and your victory 

against the flea. ,H'f 

THE 

TROPHY 

FUND 

needs you. Please 
contribute what you 
can. The trophies for 
the NCIWC Specialty Show 
are Al and must be paid for 
now. Trophy Chairman Suzanne 
Mccombs urges you to dig deep 

and send a check to Treasurer 

John Hays 
Box 108 
Comptche 
CA 95427 
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DINNER WITH GINNY 

John Hays 

We thought we had been 
through, or at least heard 
of, al 1 the ailments which 
beset dogs in general and 
Wolfhounds in particulaG 
This is a new one to us, 
however, and seems 1 ike a 
cruel joke on both dog 
and owner. 

Ginny is a 3 year old 
"welfare" bitch who has 
been with us for about 2 
years. Although otherwise 
normal, she has always 
been an avid air swallower 
to the extent that her 
constant rumbles and 
belches unfailingly sig
nal her presence. 

A few months agri she started returning small amounts of liq
uid in addition to air, and this gradually increased in vol
ume and frequency until eventually solid undigested portions 
of her meals began appearing at unpredictable times of the 
day and night. After various medications . were tried, our 
veterinarian took x-rays with barium which showed too well 
what the problem was: Esophageal Achalasia. This is a pock
et forming in a weakened part of the esophagus in which 
food is caught and retained instead of passing into the 
stomach. The solution is to put the dog's food up high 
so that gravity sends it, made smooth and soupy, past the 
pocket and into the stomach. At one time surgery was pre
scribed but was seldom successful, and two fairly recent 
studies have corroborated that the potential for improve
ment is not worth the surgical risk. That section of the 
esophagus, enclosed in the rib cage, is hard to reach and 
is singularly resistant to proper healing. So far, the 
revised method of feeding Ginny (see photo) is working. 
The food stays down, the air gulping has lessened and she 
has adjusted very well to it. ~ 
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* * * DON'T FORGET * * * 
The NCIWC annual meeting wi 11 

be at THE LITTLE RED HOUSE in Daly City 
on June 26th, after the Golden Gate K.C. Show. 

The Club roster will be printed in 
the next issue of The Hounds' Bugle-

HOWEVER 
only those whose club dues are current 
will be included in the roster or 
receive future issues. 

PLEASE 
send dues ($10 single,$15 family) to 
John Hays,Box 108,Comptche,CA 95427 

GOING OUT OF THE BAY AREA ON VACATION AND YOU DON'T 

WANT TO LEAVE YOUR PETS IN A KENNEL? GIVE US A CALL. 

WE GIVE LOVING CARE TO YOUR PETS WHILE WE WATCH YOUR 

HOUSE AS WELL. WE ARE MATURE AND DEPENDABLE LADIES 

AND WE HAVE EXCELLENT REFERENCES. 
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JOHN GALLAGHER · 
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