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Presidents  Message

         
              All you IW lovers- the ice cream social is 
coming. A Great time to get together with other 
IW lovers and just have fun. A fenced area for the 
dogs to socialize also. And speaking of socializing, 
I just returned from a trip to British Columbia for 
their specialty and the Canadian National. Picked 
up some good ideas, met some great people and 
saw some beautiful territory. And if you want to 
meet people-try walking 4 IW’s at a rest stop in 
the middle of nowhere. Amazing how many people 
have always wanted an IW or have never seen 
one. Just wearing a NOrcal tee shirt in the grocery 
store in Canada got people asking about them. We 
even had a customs agent at the border that was 
coming to the show to see the dogs.  Dogs are such 
an equalizer.  So give your wolfies a treat and lots 
of love.

Jackie
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Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club Annual Meeting Minutes
August 22, 2009 - Gabriels' home - 18 Everett Road, Petaluma

President called the meeting to order at 10.15 am  
Officers and Board members present : J Barnett, C Thompson, J Schluter, 
C Jones, Jim Williams, H Colby, J Giles. Apologies :  K Corriea.  Members 
present : A Schluter, M Thompson, L Giles, T & R Burchett, G Barnett, K 
Gabriel, F Christian, M Sharkey, J Souza, L Souza, L Finucane, M & M Walsh, 

Previous Minutes :  m/s     L Souza / J Williams    passed
President’s Report (J Barnett) :  nothing to report.
Secretary’s Report (C Thompson) :   AKC Humane Fund letter. IWCA 
performance committee report on LGRA application to AKC. A letter received 
and forwarded by a current member, expressing disappointment at a former 
members' behavior, as a breeder of Irish Wolfhounds.
Treasurer’s Report (J Schluter) :   apologies - second page missing - will 
email Board with full report.  Checking  $ 2,702. Savings  $ 12,380     m/s to 
accept reports    J Williams / M Thompson

2009 Specialty : 
Show Chair (C Thompson) :   trouble securing a morning Hospitality person.  
Will use the same Photographer this year.
Trophies (M Thompson) :   budget of $ 2,000 required - Armetale are likely to 
drop the cast items from inventory soon. Need volunteer to take the job from 
Megan. Jim Williams will do.
Boutique (C Vasquez) :   budget of $ 2,000 required. New art work by member, 
Heather Colby. Jane knows of a web site for Boutique sales advertising - she & 
Megan will look into it for the next meeting.
Specialty Lure Coursing (R Burchett/K Corriea) :   the Specialty lure course is 
approved. Judge will be Jayme Jones. The Silken Windhounds will attend - all 
$ come to NCIWC.
Field & Grounds (W Colby) :   we'll make a start on Thursday at 8 am.

Committees :
Activities (F Christian) : September 5-8  at Green Island Lake (5 mile round-
trip hike).  Xmas - Souzas volunteer to host, following The Gathering of the Cu, 
at Salinas on December 5th.      m/s  J Schluter / C Gabriel     passed
Bugle (R Burchett) :   all agreed that the last was a great issue !  Thank you 
Robin Burchett !!! 
Historian & Legislation (C Jones) :   SB 250 is in suspension. Assembly 
hearing on August 27. Please be sure to get involved - a good web site is    
www.cdoc.com
NCIWC Lure Coursing (R Burchett/K Corriea) :   only three volunteers turned 
up at the Fun Run on 8 August, at Oakley. Costs are high, profit is low - need 
volunteers to take the ball and run with it. Should be held later in August (heat).
Open Field (C Thompson) :   Silken Windhounds applied to join N�FCA. Re-Silken Windhounds applied to join N�FCA. Re-
jected, with a very strong recommendation they re-apply after proving their 
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hounds in the �pen Field. 
Website & Blog (Pat Murkland) :   club asks for patience re the club Web 
Site - technical and ownership problems exist. The Blog Site is up at   nciwc.
blogspot.com   
Constitution & Bylaws (J Giles) :  all relevant documents have been 
reviewed. Recommend not altering the Constitution, nor adopting the IWCA 
Ethical Standard. Secretary must describe type of meeting on the Agenda. 
Draft Policies to be presented at the next meeting - 1.  Requiring prior 
attendance at one or more Club meetings for acceptance as a member 
(having a reasonable regard to their geographical location).  2.  Definitions 
of the differing types of meetings (what, when and how often held, etc). Call 
Jonathan Giles with input. 3. Requiring new members be present when voted 
in (this is continued from the previous minutes).
Policies (R Burchett) :  will add Club policies as required by above item. 
New Member Election (R Burchett) :   Lisa Stewart      m/s    L Finucane / C 
Jones    passed.      WELC�ME Lisa !

Old Business : 
2010 West Coast National Specialty (J Souza-Bartlett) :    Website at    www.
iwca2010.com   All is basically organised - committee headships are filled. A 
meeting was held at the IWAWC Specialty. Complimentary BBQ on the first 
night.
Specialty Judges Confirmed :   2010 Lundstrom & Volk - 2011 Lewington 
& Benjamin - 2012 Jensen & Fairbanks. John Lewington offers BoB & BoS 
sashes and a trophy. He wants ideas on what kind of trophy ?  We ought to 
move quickly to secure our NEXT three years' Specialty judges.

New Business : 
Sir Francis Drake KC :   offer to provide a site for our 2012 Specialty - 
rejected by acclamation. 
Open Board position :    Janet Souza was nominated from the floor. She 
graciously accepted to serve out Jackie's remaining term (seven votes aye, 
one absent)    WELC�ME, Janet !!!
IWCA Ethical Standard :   this was reviewed under the Constitution & Bylaws 
item, above.
Targeting irresponsible breeders :   after a discussion, this idea was with-
drawn.
Board, or Club, meetings :   no definitive conclusions reached - continue to 
next meeting.

Next meeting :   1/2 hour after IW judging on Sunday,18th �ctober, 2009 
at the Del Valle show site, Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton 
Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566 (site of the 2010 National Specialty !)

Adjourned 1.29 pm       m/s    C Jones / J Schluter    passed

BRAGS !   BRAGS !!    BRAGS !!!
    

respectfully submitted, Chris Thompson, NCIWC Secretary
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Membership  Page

Members Read In August 22, 2009:

Lisa Stewart
1180 W Hwy 246
Buellton, CA 93427
(805) 688-1146
lisa.wolfhounds@gmail.com
Dogs:  Duke & Hunter
Sponsors:  Suzanne McCombs & Chuck Stockham
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News Page

The Irish Wolfhound Club Of America will be 
holding their 2010 National Specialty in 

Pleasanton, California, during the month of 
May.  If you would like to help (all kinds of 

help is needed), please 
contact the Show Chairman:

     Jamie Souza      showchair@iwca2010.com

For more information, please go to the IWCA website  
iwclubofamerica.org

and scroll down to 2010 National Specialty 

  

 If anyone would like a current club membership list,
 please let Robin Burchett know.  The list can be 
 sent by snail mail, or email (excel).  
   Robin can be reached at     (925) 689-9765 or 
            tory_iw@att.net
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Green Island Lake 2009

It’s Thursday night and we are so excited about the trip we 
can’t sleep.  Finally Friday morning the alarm goes off, we are packed 
and ready to go so all we need in the morning is a quick shower and a 
cup of coffee and were off to meet Chris Thompson.  We know the trip 
doesn’t “officially” start until Saturday morning but the more time one 
can spend away from the crowded, noisy, smoggy cities and bad traffic 
the better.  We get there 
early to discover Frank 
and his mother have 
also changed their plans 
and are going up Friday 
morning with us.  We 
agree to hike back out on 
Saturday to pick up the 
food (since it is a team 
effort) which we did since 
Saturday was the original 
departure date.

   The weather 
was great…..BEAUTI-
FUL…for camping…sun-
ny …and not to hot/cold.  
One night we had a rain 
scare and all of us got to 
work preparing in case it 
did rain on us….only to 
awaken in the morning to 
another beautiful day.  There are 3 lakes nearby Saucer Lake great for 
swimming, and Frog and Green Island great for fishing.  Frank and his 
mother set the standard high for fishing I must say catching so many 
fish they began just catching and releasing since there weren’t enough 
of us to eat the amount they brought in.  Just about everyone who tried 
their hand at fishing though ended in success bringing in an average of 
at least two fish per fisherman/woman   So with that being said there 
was plenty to do for the more active and for those who wanted to relax 
and curl up with their hounds and a good book all one had to do was 



  

                                                        9 

find a comfortable spot.  James and Don Naples even spent some time 
on “trail maintenance” sawing and moving fallen trees off of the trail 
so it could be clear of debris.

The food was great it was praised by all that attended.  Din-
ners were spent together at our campsite with stories being shared and 
the Naples even brought out some wine to share with the group for 
one of the dinners.  Cheese tortellini, crab salad, Biscuits and Gravy 
to name a few…….are u drooling yet?  Frank cooked all of the meals 
and the group took turns washing the dishes…..as you can see from 
some of the photos that included men also!  Nothing but teamwork 
from the campers!
 The dogs loved the trail and waking in the morning to the 
sound of off-leash hounds romping about was wonderful.  The only 
thing better was opening your tent in the morning and being surround-
ed by wolfies and the kisses they greeted you with barely letting you 
remove yourself from the tent.  You could see the “thank you” in their 
eyes as they played, sniffed and chased every squirrel in sight.  How 
often do they get to really get to just “be” in the cities or in everyday 
life?  Tuesday morning came way to quickly as usual and we packed 
up and said our goodbyes already looking forward to next year’s trip.
 In attendance were Frank Christian, his mother (who has an 
insane amount of stamina) and their hound Declan, Chris Thompson 
who brought along 3 hounds Raffiki, Liam, and Pad, Don and Janet 
Naples their granddaughter and their son James who didn’t have a 
hound this year but James did bring his very energetic and fun dog 
named Ewok (who has been coming to this event for 3 years in a row 
the first of when he was just a little puppy), Don DaRosa and Cecilia 
Vasquez with their hound Arwen and friends Tony and Bridgette.  In 
conclusion a huge thank you to Frank for the planning and hosting of 
the event and a huge thank you to all the campers for the teamwork to 
make it happen!

Cecilia Vasquez
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      End Of The Trail . . . 
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AT  THE  DOG  SHOWS

Irish Wolfhound Association Of The West Coast Specialty
July 23rd & 24th ,2009

Obedience:	 1st	-	Ch	Kerryarc’s	Bodacious	Quest,	RA,	SC
   Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen Powers
	 	 2nd	-	Ch	Quest	Sea	Raider’s	Alvilda,	RN
   Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen Powers
NOTE	;		Ch	Kerryarc’s	Bodacious	Quest,	RA,	SC	also	achieved	
The	IWAWC	All	Around	Hound	award	-	CONGRATS		BODIE	!

Sweeps:	 Judge:	Mr.	William	Deemer
					Best	Junior	-	Pinehurst	Holowell	-	Karen	Catov-Goodell
					Best	Opposet	Sex	Junior	-	Kaelyn’s	Just	Heather	-	
       Kathy Smith
					Best	Senior	-	Meriwether’s	Sir	Lancelot	-	Phil	&	Kim	Morris
					Best	Opposite	Sex	Senior	-	Carroy	Roisin	O’Fergus	-	
	 	 	 	 				Dick	&	Lynne	Rosebrock
 
Conformation:			Judge:		Ms.	Jocelyne	Gagne
					WD	-	Pinehurst	Garret	-	Karen	Catov-Goodell
					RWD	-		Meriwether’s	Sir	Lancelot	-	Phil	&	Kim	Morris
					WB/BOW	-	Powerscourt	Bella	Bellisemo	-	
            Thomas & Lani Powers
					RWB	-	Caraglen	Berwyck	Dark	Promise	-	
														Bev	&	Sue	Stobert	&	Robert	&	Gretchen	Bernardi
					BOB	-	Ch	Cu	Muirin	Turrean	-	Donald	&	Sadie	Heller		
					BOS	-	Ch	Triple	E	Murray	Of	Limerick	-	Maureen	McKee-
	 					Eidson,	Linda	Souza	&	Jamie	Souza	Bartlett
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IWAWC Specialty ASFA Lure Trial
July 25, 2009
Cabrillo High School, Lompoc, CA
Judge:  Nancy King Aiken

Open Stake (Six entries);
     1st -  Dashiel – Kaelyn’s Dashiell O’Barra Gwynn – Melinda 
Chaney
     2nd  Garret – Ch Pinehurst Garret – Karen Catov-Goodell
     3rd Wow – Kerryarc Wow Factor Of Mysham – Gail Hawks-
worth
     4th Sheenagh – Eirinn’s Shennagh at Glenn Eyrie – Jim Wil-
liams
     NBQ   Shannon – Gabriells Shannon Meriwether – Carol 
Gabriel
     Also qualified – Maggie – Cabells Morgandy Of Fionnmacain 
– Lori Finucane

Field Champion Stake (Three entries);
     1ST Morgana – FC Quest Corsair Morgana, SC, FCh, CM – 
Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen
     2nd Raxx – DC Quest Corsair Raxx Of Pern - Ed Powers, 
Cathy Lursen & Kelly Cromer
Had a great time – Bodie – Ch Kerryarc’s Bodacious Quest, RA, 
SC, CD, CM, FCH – Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen Powers

Veteran Stake (One entry);
     1st Roxy – Killykeen Roxy, Michael & Lori Walker

Best of Breed – Dashiell (his very first trial !)

The Kennel Stake & Breeders Stake was won by Ed Powers & 
Cathy Lursen (with Morgana & Raxx)

A very special thank you to all who entered and to all who helped, 
Nancy Aiken (our judge),Terry Burchett (lure operator), Lynne 
Rosebrock (huntmaster),Carol Gabriel (runner), Chris & Megan 
Thompson, &  Mike & Lori Walker.  The weather was perfect and 
everyone seemed to have a great time !
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Mensona Kennel Club                                August 22, 2009
Judge:  Mr.	Gary	Doerge															3	Dogs	/	11	Bitches	/	
	 	 	 	 	 		3	Dog	&	3	Bitch	Sp

WD Horizons Declan Of Winchester - Frank Christian
RWD Madden Ronan Cu Mara - Ann Gould & Tom Birse
WB/BOW Horizons Mimzy McDonn, JC - Jenny Clark
RWB Gabriels Shannon Meriwether - Carol Gabriel
BOB Ch Cu Muirin Turrean - Don & Sadie Heller
BOS Ch Triple E Murray Of Limerick - Maureen McKee-
      Eidson, Linda Souza & Jamie Souza Bartlett
AOM	 Ch	Eirinn’s	Rafiki	Of	Limerick	-	Chris	&	Megan	Thompson

Mensona Kennel Club                                August 23, 2009
Judge:  Mrs	Susan	St	John	Brown								3	Dogs	/	6	Bitches	/	
	 	 	 	 	 				3	Dog	&	1	Bitch	Sp

WD/BOW	 Eirinn’s	Padraig	Of	Carroy	-	Sally	&	Paul	Kimsey
RWD Horizons Doughan Geogas Wabbit - Heather & Wayne Colby
WB Gabriels Shannon Meriwether - Carol Gabriel
RWB Carroy Feileacan McTate - Lynne & Dick Rosebrock
BOB Ch Cu Muirin Turrean - Don & Sadie Heller
BOS Ch Fleetwind Carroy Brian Boru - Lynne Rosebrock 
 & Lois Thomasson

Gold	Country	Kennel	Club																											August	29,	2009
Judge:  Mrs	Patricia	Trotter														3	Dogs	/	3	Bitches	/	
	 	 	 	 	 				1	Dog	&	1	Bitch	Sp

WD Horizons Declan Of Winchester - Frank Christian
RWD Keegan Fionn Of Cu Mara - Ann Gould & Tom Birse
WB/BOW/BOB Horizons Mimzy McDonn, JC - Jenny Clark
RWB Gabriels Lunablu Of Folkloire - Alan & Jane Schluter 
 & Carol Gabriel
BOS Ch Rogan Mohan Cu Mara Of Eirinn Limerick - Ann Gould 
 & Tom Birse
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Gold	Country	Kennel	Club																											August	30,	2009
Judge:  Dr	Klaus	Anselm												3	Dogs	/	6	Bitches	/	1	Dog	Sp

WD Horizons Declan Of Winchester - Frank Christian
RWD Keegan Fionn Of Cu Mara - Ann Gould & Tom Birse
WB/BOW/BOS Eirinns Sheenagh Of Glenn Eyrie - 
   Jim Williams
RWB Gabriels Lunablu Of Folkloire - Alan & Jane Schluter 
 & Carol Gabriel
BOB Ch Rogan Mohan Cu Mara Of Eirinn Limerick - Ann Gould 
 & Tom Birse

Redwood	Empire	Kennel	Club																				September	5,	2009
Judge:  Ms	Debbie	Petersen							1	Dog	/	4	Bitches	/	2	Bitch	Sp

WD/BOW/BOS	 Madden Ronan Cu Mara - Ann Gould 
   & Tom Birse
WB Applearbor Siobhan Of Tara - Mike Luba & Aggie Curtis
RWB Horizons Mimzy McDonn, JC - Jenny Clark
BOB	 Ch	Quest	Sea	Raiders	Alvilda,	RN	-	Ed	Powers	
	 &	Cathy	Lursen	Powers

Bonanza	Kennel	Club																											September	26,	2009
Judge:  Mr	Del	Richards													3	Dogs	/	2	Dog	&	1	Bitch	Sp

WD	 Madden	Ronan	Of	Cu	Mara	-	Ann	Gould	&	Tom	Birse
RWD	 Eirinn’s	Padraig	Of	Carroy	-	Sally	&	Paul	Kimsey
BOB	 Ch	Rogan	Mohan	Cu	Mara	Of	Eirinn	Limerick	-	Ann	Gould	
	 &	Tom	Birse

Bonanza	Kennel	Club																											September	27,	2009
Judge:  Ms	Rita	Biddle		3	Dogs	/	3	Bitches	/	2	Dog	&	1	Bitch	Sp

WD	 Madden	Ronan	Of	Cu	Mara	-	Ann	Gould	&	Tom	Birse
RWD	 Eirinn’s	Padraig	Of	Carroy	-	Sally	&	Paul	Kimsey
WB/BOW/BOB	 Redwall	Wildlough	Of	Kerryarc	-	Mandy	
   Tyler & Carson Collier
RWB	 Kerryarc	Redwall	Abbey	-	Carson	Collier	&	mandy	Tyler
BOS	 Ch	Rogan	Mohan	Cu	Mara	Of	Eirinn	Limerick	-	Ann	Gould	
	 &	Tom	Birse
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NCIWC Specialty – September 11-12, 2009

Obedience – Judge Stephanie Gomez  (entry 5)
1st – Ch Quest Sea Raider’s Alvilda, RN – Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen
2nd – Ch Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory, RN, CD – T & R Burchett

Rally – Judge Loretta Delinger  (entry 5)
  Rally Novice B 1st - Horizons Mimzy McDonn, JC – Jenny Clark
  Rally Advanced A 1st – DC Quest Corsair Raxx Of Pern, SC, RN – 
                                        Ed Powers, Cathy Lursen & Kelly Cromer

Sweeps – Judge Casey Kilcullen-Steiner
  Best Junior in Sweeps – Doomore’s Colehann – Christina Bergman
  Best Opposite Sex Junior in Sweeps – Carroy’s Gift To Tory – Terry
  & Robin Burchett & Lynne Rosebrock
  Best Senior In Sweeps – Gabriels Shannon Meriwether – Carol 
  Gabriel
  Best Opposite Sex Senior In Sweeps – Meriwether’s Sir Lancelot – 
  Phil & Kim Morris

Conformation – Judge Carol Esterkin
  WD/BOW Kaelyn’s Dashiell O’Barragwynn – Melinda Chaney
  RWD  Doomore’s Colehann – Christina Bergman
  WB  Eirinn’s Sheenagh At Glenn Eyrie – Jim Williams
  RWB  Carroy Roisin O’Fergus – Lynne & Dick Rosebrock
` BOB  Ch Quest Sea Raider’s Alvilda, RN – Ed Powers &
  Cathy Lursen
  BOS  DC Quest Corsair Raxx Of Pern, SC, RN –
  Ed Powers, Cathy Lursen & Kelly Cromer
  AOM:
 Ch Mysham Edoc’sil Of Redwall – Gail Hawksworth &
   Carson Collier
 Ch Manasota Hope Of Paladin – John & Kay Paz & 
 Lois Thomasson
 Ch Powerscourt Bella Bellisemo – Tom & Lani Powers

A full report and exciting photos will be included in the next 
Bugle  - November 2009.
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NCIWC Specialty Lure Trial
September 13, 2009
Judge:  Jayme Jones

The weather was PERFECT – spitting a bit of rain, enough to keep 
it cool, but not wet.  Some very excited dogs that exhibited great 
hunting instinct – it was a JOY to watch !

Open Stake (7 Irish Wolfhounds)
  1st Dashiell - CH Kaelyn’s Dashiell O’Barragwynn - Melinda 
 Chaney
  2nd Shannon - Gabriels Shannon Meriwether - Carol Gabriel
  3rd Deva -  Karontara Devil May Care - Karon Volk
  4th Rafiki - Ch Eirinn’s Rafiki Of Limerick - Chris & Megan
 Thompson
 NBQ Zoey - Gabriels Luna Blu Of Folkloire - Alan & 
 Jane Schluter
 Lucy- Gabriel’s Lucy At Tomfoolery - Joan Trifeletti & 
 Carol Gabriel

Mimzy - Horizons Mimzy McDonn, JC - Jenny Clark

Field Champion Stake (2 Irish Wolfhounds)
  1st Morgana - FC Quest Corsair Morgana, SC, CM, FCh - 
 Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen
  2nd Raxx - DC Quest Corsair Raxx Of Pern, RN, SC, FCh - 
 Ed Powers, Cathy Lursen & Kelly Cromer

Best Of Breed - Dashiell - CH Kaelyn’s Dashiell O’Barragwynn

Dashiell was also Best Of Breed at the IWAWC Specialty Lure 
Trial, and completed his championship by going Winners Dog & 
Best of Winners the day before at the NCIWC Specialty.

Kennel Stake was won by Raxx & Morgana, E Powers & C Lursen
Breeder Stake was won by Raxx & Morgana, E Powers & C Lursen
Oldest Irish Wolfhound was Rafiki - , Chris & Megan Thompson
Youngest Irish Wolfhound was Shannon - Carol Gabriel



 20



  

                                                        21 

Monday, Sep. 21, 2009

The Secrets Inside Your Dog’s Mind
By Carl Zimmer

Brian Hare, assistant professor of evolutionary anthropology at 

Duke University, holds out a dog biscuit.

“Henry!” he says. Henry is a big black schnauzer-poodle mix--a 

schnoodle, in the words of his owner, Tracy Kivell, another Duke an-

thropologist. Kivell holds on to Henry’s collar so that he can only gaze 

at the biscuit.

“You got it?” Hare asks Henry. Hare then steps back until he’s 

standing between a pair of inverted plastic cups on the floor. He quick-

ly puts the hand holding the biscuit under one cup, then the other, 

and holds up both empty hands. Hare could run a very profitable shell 

game. No one in the room--neither dog nor human--can tell which cup 

hides the biscuit.

Henry could find the biscuit by sniffing the cups or knocking 

them over. But Hare does not plan to let him have it so easy. Instead, 

he simply points at the cup on the right. Henry looks at Hare’s hand 

and follows the pointed finger. Kivell then releases the leash, and 

Henry walks over to the cup that Hare is pointing to. Hare lifts it to 

reveal the biscuit reward.

Henry the schnoodle just did a remarkable thing. Understand-

ing a pointed finger may seem easy, but consider this: while humans 

and canines can do it naturally, no other known species in the animal 

kingdom can. Consider too all the mental work that goes into figuring 

out what a pointed finger means: paying close attention to a person, 

recognizing that a gesture reflects a thought, that another animal can 

even have a thought. Henry, as Kivell affectionately admits, may not be
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 “the sharpest knife in the drawer,” but compared to other animals, 

he’s a true scholar. 

It’s no coincidence that the two species that pass Hare’s point-

ing test also share a profound cross-species bond. Many animals have 

some level of social intelligence, allowing them to coexist and cooper-

ate with other members of their species. Wolves, for example--the 

probable ancestors of dogs--live in packs that hunt together and have 

a complex hierarchy. But dogs have evolved an extraordinarily rich 

social intelligence as they’ve adapted to life with us. All the things we 

love about our dogs--the joy they seem to take in our presence, the 

many ways they integrate themselves into our lives--spring from those 

social skills. Hare and others are trying to figure out how the intimate 

coexistence of humans and dogs has shaped the animal’s remarkable 

abilities. 

Trying to plumb the canine mind is a favorite pastime of dog 

owners. “Everyone feels like an expert on their dog,” says Alexandra 

Horowitz, a cognitive scientist at Barnard College and author of the 

new book Inside of a Dog: What Dogs See, Smell, and Know. But sci-

entists had carried out few studies to test those beliefs--until now. 

This fall, Hare is opening the Duke Canine Cognition Cen-

ter, where he is going to test hundreds of dogs brought in by willing 

owners. Marc Hauser, a cognitive psychologist at Harvard University, 

recently opened his own such research lab and has 1,000 dogs lined up 

as subjects. Other facilities are operating in the U.S. and Europe. 

The work of these researchers won’t just satisfy the curiosity of 

the millions of people who love their dogs; it may also lead to more ef-

fective ways to train ordinary dogs or--more important--working dogs 

that can sniff out bombs and guide the blind. At a deeper level, it may 

even tell us something about ourselves.
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Evolving Gifts

Hare suspects that the evolutionary pressures that turned sus-

picious wolves into outgoing dogs were similar to the ones that turned 

combative apes into cooperative humans. “Humans are unique. But 

how did that uniqueness evolve?” asks Hare. “That’s where dogs are 

important.”

The first rule for scientists studying dogs is, Don’t trust your 

hunches. Just because a dog looks as if it can count or understand 

words doesn’t mean it can. “We say to owners, Look, you may have 

intuitions about your dog that are valuable,” says Hauser. “But they 

might be wrong.” 

Take for instance the kiss a dog gives you when you come 

home. It looks like love, but it could also be hunger. Wolves also lick 

one another’s mouths, particularly when one wolf returns to the pack. 

They can use their sense of taste and smell to see if the returnee has 

caught some prey on its journey. If it did, the licking often prompts 

it to vomit up some of that kill for the other members of the pack to 

share. The kiss dogs give us probably evolved from this inspection. “If 

we happened to spit up whatever we just ate,” says Horowitz, “I don’t 

think our dogs would be upset at all.”

Horowitz and other scientists are now running experiments 

to determine what a behavior, like a kiss, really means. In some cases, 

their research suggests that our pets are manipulating us rather than 

welling up with human-like feeling. “They could be the ultimate char-

latans,” says Hauser.

We’ve all seen guilty dogs slinking away with lowered tails, for 

example. Horowitz wondered if they behave this way because they tru-

ly recognize they’ve done something wrong, so she devised an experi
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ment. First she observed how dogs behaved when they did something 

they weren’t supposed to do and were scolded by their owners. Then 

she tricked the owners into believing the dogs had misbehaved when 

they hadn’t. When the humans scolded the dogs, the dogs were just as 

likely to look guilty, even though they were innocent of any misbehav-

ior. What’s at play here, she concluded, is not some inner sense of right 

and wrong but a learned ability to act submissive when an owner gets 

angry. “It’s a white-flag response,” Horowitz says.

While this kind of manipulation may be unsettling to us, it 

reveals how carefully dogs pay attention to humans and learn from 

what they observe. That same attentiveness also gives dogs--or at least 

certain dogs--a skill with words that seems eerily human.

Juliane Kaminski of the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 

Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, began exploring the verbal gifts 

of dogs when she saw a television show about a border collie named 

Rico--an animal that to all appearances could fetch dozens of different 

objects in response to their names. Kaminski put Rico to a rigorous 

test and confirmed that the dog could learn names for more than 200 

toys, balls and other items. “I think Rico is a highly talented dog,” says 

Kaminski, “but we’ve also found new dogs that do what Rico did.”

That doesn’t mean that the dogs understand the words the way 

we think they do. When they hear “Frisbee,” they may think only, Get 

the Frisbee. Unlike us, they may not be able to recognize that Frisbee 

is a word for a distinct object that can be combined with other words 

to create sentences like “Run away from the Frisbee.”

Going to the Dogs

Some scientists acquired their fascination with dogs directly, 

but Hare’s grew out of his research on chimpanzee cognition in the late
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 1990s, when he was part of a team of primatologists led by Michael 

Tomasello, now at Max Planck. A chimp can follow the gaze of other 

chimps and figure out what they can and cannot see. That’s a skill that 

seems to be limited to great apes and humans. Tomasello and his team 

wondered if such a rare ability extended to hand gestures and tested 

chimps to see if they could understand pointing. To their surprise, the 

chimps did badly, able to learn the meaning of a pointed finger only 

after lots of training.

The apparent explanation for these results was that pointing--

and the social smarts behind it--required a humans-only level of intel-

ligence and evolved in our ancestors only after they branched off from 

the ancestors of chimpanzees some 7 million years ago. When Toma-

sello suggested this idea to Hare, however, Hare demurred. “I said, 

‘Um, Mike, I think my dogs can do that,’” Hare recalls.

Hare’s later research revealed that while chimps and even 

wolves lack an innate ability to understand what pointing means, dogs 

come by the knowledge naturally. They’re not limited to reading hands 

and fingers alone. Dogs understand what Hare means if he points with 

his foot or sets a piece of wood on top of a container with food inside. 

Even puppies understand, which means it can’t be a skill they need to 

learn. “This is something that dogs just do,” says Hare.

Foxy Dogs

To understand how dogs evolved this skill, Hare traveled 

to Siberia. In the 1950s, Soviet scientists set up an experiment on a 

farm outside the city of Novosibirsk to understand how animals were 

domesticated. They decided to study foxes, which are closely related to 

wolves and dogs.
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The Russians began by breeding a group of foxes according to 

one simple rule: they would walk up to a cage and put a hand on the 

bars. Foxes that slunk back in fear and snapped their teeth didn’t get to 

breed. Ones that came up to the scientists did. Meanwhile, the scientists 

also raised a separate group of foxes under identical conditions, except 

for one difference: they didn’t have to pass a test to mate.

More than 40 generations of foxes have now been bred in 

Novosibirsk, and the results speak for themselves. The foxes that the 

scientists bred selectively have become remarkably doglike. They will 

affectionately run up to people and even wag their tails. In 2003, Hare 

traveled to Novosibirsk and ran his pointing test on baby foxes. The 

ordinary ones failed miserably. As for the doglike ones, “they did just 

as well as puppies right out of the box,” Hare says. As the animals were 

bred for their affability, a new side of their social intelligence was appar-

ently awakened.

If foxes are a guide, dog evolution may have begun with a simi-

lar shift in personality. Ancestors of dogs could cooperate to hunt, but 

the cooperation had limits. Wolves are fiercely competitive, as each one 

tries to claw its way to the top of the pack. Hare proposes that aggressive 

wolves evolved to have an easygoing personality thanks to a new oppor-

tunity: trash.

As humans became better at hunting, they left scraps around 

their gathering spots. When they departed, the ancestors of dogs could 

move in. At first, when humans and wolves came into contact, many of 

the animals ran away. Others lashed out and were killed. Only the af-

fable animals had the temperament to become camp followers, and their 

new supply of food let them produce affable puppies. “They selected 

themselves,” says Horowitz.
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Once dogs became comfortable in our company, humans began 

to speed up dogs’ social evolution. They may have started by giving ex-

tra food to helpful dogs--ones that barked to warn of danger, say. Dogs 

that paid close attention to humans got more rewards and eventually 

became partners with humans, helping with hunts or herding other 

animals. Along the way, the dogs’ social intelligence became eerily like 

ours, and not just in their ability to follow a pointed finger. Indeed, 

they even started to make very human mistakes.

A team led by cognitive scientist Josef Topál of the Research 

Institute for Psychology in Hungary recently ran an experiment to 

study how 10-month-old babies pay attention to people. The scien-

tists put a toy under one of two cups and then let the children choose 

which cup to pick up. The children, of course, picked the right cup--no 

surprise since they saw the toy being hidden. Topál and his colleagues 

repeated the trial several times, always hiding the toy under the same 

cup, until finally they hid it under the other one. Despite the evidence 

of their eyes, the kids picked the original cup--the one that had hidden 

the toy before but did not now.

To investigate why the kids made this counterintuitive mis-

take, the scientists rigged the cups to wires and then lowered them over 

the toy. Without the distraction of a human being, the babies were far 

more likely to pick the right cup. Small children, it seems, are hard-

wired to pay such close attention to people that they disregard their 

other observations. Topál and his colleagues ran the same experiment 

on dogs--and the results were the same. When they administered the 

test to wolves, however, the animals did not make the mistake the 

babies and dogs did. They relied on their own observations rather than 

focusing on a human.
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One question the research of Topál, Hare and others raises is 

why chimpanzees--who are in most ways much smarter than dogs--

lack the ability to read gestures. Hare believes that the chimps’ poor 

performance is one more piece of proof that the talent is rooted not 

in raw intelligence but in personality. Our ape cousins are simply too 

distracted by their aggression and competitiveness to fathom gestures 

easily. Chimps can cooperate to get food that they can’t get on their 

own, but if there’s the slightest chance for them to fight over it, they 

will. For humans to evolve as we did, Hare says, “We had to not get 

freaked out about sharing.”

Deeper understanding of the mind of the dog will come with 

more testing, and Hare and other researchers are planning it--on a 

grand scale. They’re designing new experiments to compare different 

breeds and to search for genes that were transformed as the animals’ 

social intelligence evolved. Plenty of dog owners are signing up for the 

studies Hare will be launching this fall. “We’d be happy with thou-

sands,” he says.

The biggest challenge to the new experiments, Hare says, will 

be not the giant pack of dogs he’ll be studying but their anxious own-

ers. “When a puppy does badly, people get upset,” says Hare. “You 

have to emphasize that this is not the SATs.”

Perhaps that’s the most telling sign of just how evolved dogs 

are. They have us very well trained.

Taken off of the internet news . . . 
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PHFNC All Breed ASFA Trial
August 8, 2009
Hollister

   Open
  1st Silveree/Tyler  
 2nd Dashiell/Chaney
 
   Fld. Ch. 
 1st Morgana/Powers/Lursen   
 2nd Raxx/Powers/Lursen 

NCIWC Specialty – September 11-12, 2009

Obedience – Judge Stephanie Gomez  (entry 5)
 1st – Ch Quest Sea Raider’s Alvilda, RN – Ed Powers & 
Cathy Lursen
 2nd – Ch Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory, RN, CD – Terry 
& Robin Burchett

Rally – Judge Loretta Delinger  (entry 5)
 Rally Novice B 1st - Horizons Mimzy McDonn, JC – 
Jenny Clark
 Rally Advanced A 1st – DC Quest Corsair Raxx Of Pern, 
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Your Dog Nose No Bounds 
“Fun Nose Work” is a new sport that any 

dog can enjoy! 
   
      Fun nose work, or K9 nose work, is a new sport that tests a dog’s 
ability to use his powerful sense of smell to locate a specific odor 
against the backdrop of many others. Although handlers take their 
dogs to group training classes to learn the game, only one dog is 
worked at a time. As a result, this is an ideal sport for dogs who are 
shy or reactive around people or dogs. It is also ideal for people look-
ing for a sport that is less physi cally demanding on their dogs and isn’t 
populated by over-the-top, high-arousal dogs (and handlers). 

At the beginning levels of training, dogs are encouraged to “find” 
their toy in a box. Lavish praise, the toy, and treats reward the dog for 
his efforts. Later, the toy is hidden in a box among other empty boxes, 
and the dog is rewarded for finding the box that conceals his toy. 

Once the dog gets hooked on the game of “find it,” an essential oil 
such as birch, anise, or clove is used. A miniscule amount of one of 
these essential oils is placed on a very small cotton swab. The dog is 
rewarded for sniffing the container to indicate his find. This essential 
oil is then placed in more and more difficult locations for the dog to 
find. 

As the dogs learn to play the game, handlers learn how to closely 
observe their dogs so they know when their dog has found the scent. 
This “indication” behavior is an important part of the training process 
since handlers will use their individual dog’s behavior to start reward-
ing their dog for “indicating” their find. Amy Herot explains why this 
is important. 

“We want the dogs to first learn to enjoy hunting without much 
handler in tervention. Many handlers want to teach their dogs a par-
ticular way of  ‘indicating’ a successful search - such as barking or a 
sit - very early in the game. We prefer to take ‘control’ out of the game 
in the early stages. This frees the dog to just play the game. Later, the 
handler, from keen observation, can shape the dog to offer a particular 
behavior that demonstrates he has found the scent. As a trainer, this 
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is one of the most satisfying things about teach ing nose work: 
People learn to pay very close attention to their dogs; they become 
masters of observation.” 

The difficulty of the game increases as the scents are hidden out in 
the real world in bushes and stairwells and, in vehicle searches, the 
wheel wells of parked cars and trucks. 

There are several levels of competition that are described on the 
National Associa tion of Canine Scent Work’s website 
History of nose work 
    The sport of canine scent work is the brain child of three trainers 
with experience in training detection dogs for narcotics and explo-
sives. Ron Gaunt was a police dog trainer for 12 years and now runs a 
private security firm. Amy Herot is a professional trainer and certified 
detection dog handler and trainer, and Jill-Marie O’Brien is the direc-
tor of training and behavior for the SPCALA and is also a certified 
detection dog handler. 

Their collective experience training their own dogs, as well as 
professional detection dogs, convinced them that com panion dogs 
would benefit from the mental and physical stimulation provided by 
us ing their natural sense of smell in a very directed way.  The initial 
classes quickly filled. Soon, there were long waiting lists, even though 
additional instructors became certified and other locations added. 
Co-founder Amy Herot admits that keeping up with demand has been 
difficult. “One of the biggest challenges for expansion is ensuring the 
quality of instruction and preventing the dilution of the basic concepts. 
It’s most important to us that the sport is always fun for the dog (and 
the human). That said. We are indeed expanding.  We have several 
certified instructors in Southern California, three new instructors in the 
San Francisco area, one soon to be in New England, one in Denver, 
and another in Albuquerque.  We also look forward to the opportunity 
of doing workshops to help bring the sport to more locations. Our hope 
is that more and more dog enthusiasts will become involved and real-
ize the value to their dogs and the relationships they have with their 
canine companions.” 

For more information about how to host a seminar or how to be-
come a certi fied instructor, send an inquiry to info@ k9nosework.com. 
Attributes of a nose work dog 
     The most attractive thing about this sport is the broad array of 
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dogs that can do it. In essence, if your dog has a nose, he can play this 
game! Although certified search and rescue and detection dogs have a 
very demanding job, fun nose work does not place the same physical 
demands on the dog or handler. Amy Herot describes the difference 
between fun nose work for com panion dogs and police detection work: 

“Fun nose work incorporates elements borrowed from skills that we 
work on with detection dogs without it being detection dog training. 
Although nose work shares similarities with detection, there is much 
more that goes into a detection dog. 

“Smelling is the easiest thing. The mental and physical ability, 
stamina, and stability for dogs to endure long and dif ficult searches 
are a big part of detection work. The dogs must be highly driven, un-
inhibited and focused on their work all the time. The training is techni-
cal, requiring dedication, documentation, and certifica tions. It also 
presents the handler and/or owner with great liability and pressure. 

“Many companion dogs and even sport dogs share the basic sniffing 
skills of a working dog, but aren’t really suited to live that life. Nose 
work allows an owner to tap into those skills without pressure and to 
provide a great outlet for the dog’s natural abilities. 

“In our classes, we have Pugs, Whip pets, Shepherds, Labs, Shih 
Tzus, Huskies, Dobermans, Chihuahuas, Beagles, and Jack Russell 
Terriers, some of which are top nose work competitors. Certainly, the 
traditional dogs come to mind: German Shepherd Dogs, Bloodhounds, 
and Labra dors. The skills do come naturally to most of them. Other 
breeds, however, just need the opportunity.” 
Handler attributes 
     This sport requires a human team member who enjoys the simple 
pleasures of seeing her dog have a good time, without all the equip-
ment and more complex training that is required in many of the other 
dog sports. The most strenuous part of the sport is run ning behind or 
along with your dog as he is working a scent. 

Equipment and supplies 
Very little is needed to teach your dog to participate in nose 

work. 
• Rewards - Both toys and treats can be used. In the initial 

stages of training, dogs are encouraged to find a favorite toy or treat 
bag. 
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• Target odors - Small bottles of the target odors (essential 
oils), small cotton swabs, and containers into which the scent ed swabs 
are placed are all that is required. These materials can be purchased 
online from a variety of sources. There is a link at the fun nose work 
website. Individual supplies are available, as well as a full kit with 
everything to get started. 

Expenses 
     This is a very inexpensive sport. The costs mentioned below are for 
participation in a nose work class. 

•	 Essential oils - All materials are provided in the introductory 
classes. A student who chooses to continue training might 
want to purchase his/her own materials. A full kit with three 
essential oils and cotton swabs is $35. 

•	 Classes - A package of six classes runs $95 to $150 depending 
on the location. 

•	 Entry fees - If you choose to compete, trial fees are only about 
$30 plus a nominal one-time NACSW membership registra-
tion starting in 2010. 

Training 
      Introductory classes focus on building enthusiasm in dogs for find-
ing their toy or treat bag, hidden in an obvious place such as a card-
board box. A lot of praise and generous rewards are used to encour age 
the dog to continue to use his nose to find the treasure. Continuing 
classes lever age the dog’s understanding of using his nose to find “tar-
get” scents such as anise, birch, and clove. At the beginning, the target 
scents are in easy-to-find locations; as skills develop, they are hidden 
in more difficult locations. 

People whose dogs are fearful or reac tive around other dogs find 
that fun nose work classes are a rare opportunity to take their dogs 
to a class. That’s because one dog is worked at a time, which allows 
each dog to concentrate on the task at hand instead of other often 
overwhelming environmental factors. Ramona Audette, a professional 
trainer in Southern California, was so thrilled with her own dog’s 
experience in fun nose work, classes that she went on to become a 
certified nose work instructor (CNWI).

“I did not realize the impact fun nose work would have on my dog.
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  I was hesitant to enroll him in the class because of his fear issues.  
Because there would be no other dogs around him and he didn’t have 
to engage with anyone but me, I thought, “This might work!”  There 
is such a difference in him today after his involvement in the fun nose 
work class.  His confidence has soared.  He loves doing it.”

“I have since become a Certified Nose Work Instructor and have 
been able to see the same results with other dogs.  I have seen a Corgi 
and an English Bulldog go from not wanting to leave their owner’s 
side and be afraid of a box used in the introductory class, to leaving 
their owners to go put their head in a box to make “their find”.

Levels of competition 
Currently, dogs as young as six months can compete, and there are 
three levels of competition
• NWI - Dogs earn points for each search for the target scent of birch 
in each of four locations with maximum time limits as signed to each 
location: 

1.  Several cardboard boxes in a row (on leash). 
2. A room in the interior of a building (on- or off-leash). 
3. A 1,000-sq. ft. exterior area (on-leash).
4. In up to three vehicles (on-leash)

There are a total of 100 points possible; 90 points are required for an 
NWl title. 

• NW2 - At this level, dogs must show proficiency with searching for 
either birch or anise, distractions are added, and the lo cations become 
larger and more complex. There are a total of 100 points possible; 95 
points are required for an NW2 title. 

• NW3 - At this level, dogs must show proficiency with searching for 
birch, anise, and/or clove. There are multiple distractions at this level, 
and one of the rooms in the building can be without scent (a decoy 
so to speak), and the locations become larger and more complex. The 
vehicle search includes five vehicles. There are a total of 100 points 
possible; 100 points are required for an NW3 title. 

For detailed information, download the rule book from the NAC-
SW website. 
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How to get started 
     This sport is so new it is only in limited states thus far. These in-
clude California, Colorado, Massachusetts, New Mexico, and Wash-
ington. If you are interested in this sport, e-mail info@k9nosework.
com or call (323) 656-1200 and inquire about sponsoring a seminar. 

Is this sport for you? 
     This is a sport for just about everyone. It is easy on the handler, 
easy on the dog, inexpensive, and doesn’t require a lot of equipment. 
You’re hooked as soon as you see your dog’s face when he realizes 
that he will be rewarded for using his nose. 

As usual, have fun, train positively, and revel in the relationship 
with your dog, not the ribbons on the wall. ~ 

Terry Long, CPDT, is a writer, agility instructor, and behavior coun-
selor in Long Beach, California. 

The Whole Dog Journal   August 2009

mailto:info@k9nosework.com
mailto:info@k9nosework.com
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  You are invited to the 7th Annual                      
Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club

Ice Cream Social
For Wolfhounds and Deerhounds

From	8:00	AM	to	2:00	PM		(Rain	or	Shine!)
Saturday, October 17th
At	Phoenix	Dog	Park

9050 Sunset Avenue, Fair Oaks, Ca.

Please	 join	 us	 for	 a	day	 of	hound	 and	 owner	 socializing.	Enjoy	 an	
opportunity for off leash fun in a safe environment. Shade will be 
provided (extra pop-ups are welcome), all you need to do is show up 
with an X-pen, something to sit on and a packed lunch (or fast food 
is	available	from	nearby	restaurants).	We’ll	provide	the	ice	cream	
treats	so	you’ve	even	got	desert	covered!

NEW	DIRECTIONS	THIS	YEAR: 
From I-80, take the Madison Ave exit. Drive East on Madison to 
Hazel Ave (7.5 m). Turn right (S) on Hazel to Sunset Ave.  Turn left 
(E) on Sunset Ave
From Hwy 50, take the Hazel Ave exit. Drive North to Sunset Ave. 
Turn right (E) on Sunset Ave. 

Follow Sunset Ave and the park entrance is on the right about a 
block and half.  Make an immediate right after entering. Follow the 
paved road around until you see the gravel driveway on the right. 
Turn right on the gravel driveway and enter the parking lot. The dog 
park is directly across from the parking lot.   

Please	reply	ASAP	to	Carol	Jones	at	RoseheartCu@comcast.net or 
916-961-8981 with the number of hounds  and humans who will at-
tend.
Important!!	 	 Please	 provide	 the	 names	 and	 ages	 of	 the	
hounds	with	your	RSVP.	

mailto:RoseheartCu@comcast.net
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.     WHAT TO DO WHEN ANIMAL CONTROL COMES KNOCKING 
by George J. Eigenhauser Jr. 

 
(He is an attorney at law licensed in the State of California since 1979 
and practices in the areas of civil litigation and estate planning.)
 
ANTI-D�G ENF�RCEMENT - What Every Dog �wner Needs to Know 
 
Dog owners and ethical breeders are increasingly being targeted. 
Disgruntled neighbors may retaliate against dog owners and may other 
reasons drive complaints, and anti-dog enforcement action, which 
many times may be conducted illegally. 
 
The following text outlines methods of inquiry and enforcement which 
may be used by local officials in attempts to enforce ordinances in your 
community and suggested techniques of response. These techniques 
are entirely legal and based upon the rights of citizens as stated by the 
U.S. Constitution. 
 
No breeder wants to have Animal Control come knocking on the door...
but if they do, it will help if you know what your options are. 
 
Remember, Animal Control is law enforcement. They are bound by the 
same Constitution as any other government agency. To protect your-
self, you need to know your rights. These vary slightly one jurisdiction 
to another, but some general principles apply. �ne rule applies every-
where: never physically resist an officer. 
 
When Animal Control is At Your Door: 
 
1.      Do not let them in, no matter how much they ask. Animal Control 
generally cannot enter your home without a warrant, or your permis-
sion. While regular police can enter in emergency situations when hu-
man life is at risk (i.e. they hear gunshots and a scream inside), there 
are few, if any, situations in which Animal Control can enter your home 
without a warrant. Simply tell them they may not come in. 
2.      If you let them in, anything they find in “plain sight” can be used 
against you. In some circumstances Animal Control officers, unable to 
find a legitimate reason to make an arrest, have reported building or 
zoning violations. This may include caging you attached to a wall with-
out a building permit, that extra outlet in the puppy room, having more 
pets than allowed by zoning, even extension cords in violation of fire 
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codes! No matter how clean your kennel, if they want to find a viola-
tion, they will. 
 3.      Do not talk to them from an open doorway. Step outside and 
close (and lock if possible) the door behind you. This is necessary 
because:  
   A) Anything they see through the open door is “plain sight” and may 
be the basis for an arrest, or probable cause for a search warrant. 
   B) If they make an arrest or even feel threatened they are usually 
permitted to search for weapons in your immediate area. Do you keep 
a baseball bat inside the door for your protection? Even if you don’t, 
once they step inside to look, they are in your home and may continue 
to search. 
   C) It is hard not to be intimidated by someone in authority. Some 
animal control is even done by local police, who carry guns. It is easy 
for them to get “in your face”, causing you to back up into the home. 
�nce you go in, it will be interpreted as an invitation to follow. 
 
4.      If they claim to have a warrant, demand to see it. In general, a 
search warrant must be signed by a judge. A warrant to search your 
home for dogs does not include an inventory of your jewelry box. A 
warrant to search your kennel in the garage or in the barn does not 
include a search of your home. 
 5.      In some locations dog owners may have obtained special 
“breeder permits” that stipulate that Animal Control has your permis-
sion to enter at any time. If you have signed such a permit they still 
cannot enter against your wishes, since you can revoke the permis-
sion at any time. However, if you refuse permission it may allow them 
to cancel your breeder permit, so you have to weigh the consequenc-
es. 
 6.      Warning - anyone in lawful possession of the premises may 
be able to give permission for a search. Make sure your roommate, 
babysitter, dog-sitter, housekeeper and other know that they should 
not let animal control into your home or on your property (i.e. back-
yard, garage, etc.). 
 
How to Handle Questions: 
1.      Don’t answer any questions beyond identifying yourself for the 
officer. Anything you say to the officer in your defense cannot be used 
in court (hearsay). Anything you say that is harmful to you will be used 
in court (confessions are not considered hearsay). You cannot win, 
except by remaining silent. 
2.      Be polite but firm. Do not argue, bad-mouth, curse, threaten or 
try to intimidate the officer. 
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3.      Do not lie to an officer, ever. However, it is NOT a lie to exercise 
your right to remain silent. 
4.      Keep your hands in plain sight. People have been shot by police 
when common objects, such as a wallet, were mistaken for a gun.  
5.      Do not touch the officer in any way. Do not physically resist an 
officer, no matter how unlawful his or her actions. 
6.      Don’t try to tell your side of the story, it cannot help. 
7.      Do not threaten the officer that you plan to file a complaint for 
their actions. 
8.      If the questioning persists, demand to speak to a lawyer first. 
Repeat as necessary. 

Gathering the Facts: 
1.      Get the name and badge number of each officer involved. If he/
she does not volunteer this information, ask. 
2.      Ask the name of the agency they represent. Different agencies 
have different enforcement responsibilities. 
3.      Ask why they are there. Request the factual basis of the com-
plaint and the identity of the complainant. 
4.      If they have other people with them (Humane Society, press, etc.) 
get the names and organizations for all present. 
5.      Note the names (and addresses) of any witnesses to the encoun-
ter. 
6.      If you are physically injured by an officer, you should take pho-
tographs of the injuries immediately, but do not forego proper medical 
treatment first. 
7.      Write down all of the information, as well as the date and time of 
the incident immediately, while details are fresh in your mind. 
8.      If you rights are violated, file a complaint with the appropriate 
body. 
 
If You Are Arrested: 
1.      Remain silent. Answer no questions until you have consulted with 
a lawyer. 
2.      Don’t “explain” anything. You will have time for explanations after 
you have talked to a lawyer. 
3.      Within a reasonable time they must allow you to make a phone 
call to get a lawyer or arrange bail. They are not allowed to listen to 
your phone call to your attorney, but they may “monitor” the rooms for 
“your protection”. Do not say anything you do not want them to over-
hear; save that until after you are out on bail. 
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 Telephone Inquiries or Threats: 

You may receive telephone inquiries concerning the number of dogs 
you own and whether any dogs or puppies are for sale. �ther ques-
tions may also be asked.
 
Your response should be to inquire “Are you interested in a puppy?”. 
If the answer is “yes”, ask that person for his/her name, address and 
phone number. Suggest that you or a responsible breeder will contact 
that person at a more convenient time for you. 
 
If the answer is friendly and genuinely inquisitive, invite the person to 
look at your puppies. 
 
If the question asked is “What is the price of each puppy?”, simply say 
that puppies of this type are being sold for between “X” and “Y” dollars. 
Never say that you are selling them.
 
If the question asked is “Are these your puppies?”, you should ask, 
“Why do you want to know?”. 
 
If you conversation indicates that the person is representing the county 
clerk’s office or allegedly representing an official body, ask the caller 
for: 
 
Full name, title and phone number 
Agency’s full name and full address 
Their supervisor’s full name and phone number 
Nature of the inquiry (what it is about) 
Why the inquiry is being made 
How your name and phone number were obtained 
Ask that all future questions from that agency be submitted in writing 
 
Preventative Measures: 
1.   Always keep you kennel clean and take good care of your animals. 
2.      Consider a P.�. Box or other address for business cards and 
advertisements. Keep descriptions of your location general (i.e. South-
ern California, rather than the name of the city where you live). The 
Internet can provide anonymity for initial contacts. You can even buy a 
“remote prefix” to get a number from a nearby community forwarded to 
your phone or to a voice mail. Avoid local newspaper classifieds, they 
are often monitored. 
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3.      Screen any potential puppy buyers carefully. Always be alert 
that they may be Animal Control or even Animal Rights working under 
cover. 
4.   Don’t allow strangers into your home until you have screened 
them.  
5.       Be fair and honest in all of your dealings, and be on good terms 
with your neighbors. Most animal control contacts are complaint-
driven. Some complaints may arise as harassment by people with un-
related grievances against you. It may be a disgruntled dog buyer or a 
cranky neighbor who doesn’t like you parking in front of his house. 
6.       Anything about you that can be observed in “plain sight” from 
the street or sidewalk can become probably cause for a warrant. Even 
areas on your property open to visitors can be dangerous. Be aware 
of which areas of your home are visible from the outside and plan ac-
cordingly. 
7.       If you are confronted by Animal Control and turn them away, 
assume they will be back. Use the time available to make sure every-
thing is clean and presentable. If you are over the limit on the number 
of pets, find friends who can provide temporary shelter for your dogs. 
 
Whatever you do, stay calm and keep your wits about you. Just 
say “no”, no matter what threats or promises of leniency they 
make.When in doubt, say nothing and speak to a lawyer after-
wards.
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October
    2 years old:  Fleur Ness-Weiss (f) & Fighting Irish Tyler (m) in CA 
     3 years old:  Gabby Schluter and Maggie Finucane (f’s), 
 Dunnigan Colby (m), Roan Constable (m) in CA
     4 years old: Turrean & Tallulah Heller (f’s), Fionghan Switzer 

(m) in  CA
     5 years old: Argus Gabriel (m), Dreamgirl Cobb (f) in CA     
     6 years old: Promise, Flower & Kismet Temple (f’s), Faith Fisher (f),   
                        Gossmer Fairbanks (f) in TX  
     7 years old: Celeborn Buck (m), Kilaney Williams (f) in CA, 
  Flaminco Shaw (f) in TN
     8 years old: Cormac MacAirt Teel (m) in TX

November
    2 years old: Adan Cobb (m), Baddan Tross (m) & Spencer Holmes 
   (m), Roisin Switzer (f) in CA 
    6 years old: Jude Shaw (f) in TN, McCord Smith (m), Gladdy Aiken 

(f), Ru Unzueta (m) in CA & Fionnbharr Murphy (m) 
in MA  

    7 years old: Ivanhoe Gabriel (m), Iona Finucane (f), Gregory Tyler  
                         m)  in CA, Ian Strelova (m) in OR, Ila Jean Fairbanks   
                         in TX 
    8 years old: Dara Smith (f) in CA

 



        
      
         October 3 & 4     Donner Trail KC - Roseville
 October 10 & 11 Two Cities KC - Yuba City
 October 18 & 19 Del Valle KC - Pleasanton
 October 18, 2009 NCIWC Meeting
 October 24 & 25 Sacramento Valley DF - Dixon

 November 7 & 8  Wine Country Kennel Club - Napa
 November 15, 2009 NCWFA AKC Lure Trial - Oakland
 November 20 & 21 Golden Valley Kennel Club - Turlock
 November 22 & 23 San Joaquin Kennel Club - Stockton
 November 27, 28, 29 MBCA/PHFNC ASFA Lure Trials - Hollister

 December 5, 2009 IWAWC Gathering of the Cu - Salinas
 December 5, 2009 NCIWC Christmas Party - Home of the Souzas’
 December 5 & 6 BCONC ASFA/AKC Lure Trials - Livermore
 December 12 & 13 SSIH ASFA Lure Trials - Sacramento
 December 26, 2009 Kennel Club of Salinas - San Mateo
 December 27, 2009 San mateo Kennel Club - San Mateo
  December 28, 2009 Santa Cruz kennel Club - San mateo
 December 29, 2009 Oakland Kennel Club = San Mateo

          Please contact Frank Christian for information on camping
                  (925) 437-3422     fwc10000@gmail.com

     Show Info - contact Robin Burchett    tory_iw@att.net   (925) 689-9765
     Lure Info - contact Karen Corriea    KarCorri@aol.com  (925) 680-1504

NCIWC  Calendar
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