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Good day to you all,

One of the most important needs a club can have met is the one for 
people willing to step up and help organize the direction that the club 
will take ...

As you will notice on Robins first page, we have just survived a 
changing of the guard in that there are now two new Board members 
representing your, and your Irish Wolfhounds, interests. I’d like to 
thank the outgoing Kristy McDonald for her years of service to the 
Board and our Treasurer, Chris Wright, who has also moved on after 
many years of unstinting effort in our behalf. Thank you both.

Jane Schluter brings much financial experience to her position as the 
new Treasurer, whilst as a new Board member Maxine Levy has an 
extensive knowledge of the Internet and the business world in general. 
Taken together, I think we are very lucky to have them on board.

I hope you will soon be able to enjoy the benefits of this new blood. 
After all, its often desirable to go out of the breeding line every now 
and then – mixing up the gene pool so to speak – although given 
Maxines energy level, I’m thinking some of we old uns are going to 
have trouble keeping up !

Chris Thompson 
And the Hounds of Eirinn
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Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club Meeting Minutes – June 24, 
2006

Marie Callendar’s, 1990 Trower, Napa, CA

President called the meeting to order at 1:25. Officers and Board members 
present: C. Thompson, L. Finucane, R. Burchett, C. Wright, C. Gabriel, K. 
LoPresti and A. Gould. Apologies: M. Walsh, absent: K. McDonald. Members 
present: Megan Thompson, Jane & Alan Schluter, Richard Boulanger, Mary 
Sharkey, Frank Christian, Jaime Quevedo, Maxine Levy, Inga & Tom Bourdon, 
Peggy Squires, Terry Burchett, Ken & Carol Jones, Ken Gabriel, Kay Browne, 
Lily Zahrt.  Guest: Betty Cox.

President’s Report (Chris Thompson): Minutes m/s M. Thompson, C. Jones.  
Urges caution and suggests a little investigation when joining organizations 
regarding animal issues. Some organizations’ stated agendas are negated by 
their actions.
Secretary’s Report (Lori Finucane): Dog legislation issues in various 
California counties disseminated via email with contact information included.  
Job descriptions sent to officers and board members with a request for updates 
as appropriate.
Treasurer’s Report (Chris Wright): End fiscal year May 31,2006.  Balance 
$3900, all bills paid to date.  Specialty net 2005 $4600.  $600 spent on canopies 
and tents for Specialty. Fun match profit $500. Boutique broke even. Trailer 
purchased $1000. Trophy expenses, spread over two year period, steadies cash 
inflow and outflow.
2006 25th Anniversary Specialty (Frank Christian):  Rally offered for the first 
time. Enter your dogs! Catered dinner $30/person. Show logo presented.
Friday night speaker: a dog whisperer will address training issues, cost $5-10. 
Costume contest theme is Celtic Legends.
Parade of Veterans: discussion – will parade be a non regular class or a parade 
prior to show? Veteran is 7 years
Hospitality (L. Lark): Hotel reservations for judge arranged, has purchased 
welcome & thank you gifts.  Chris & Megan Thompson, Mary Sharkey (and 
other volunteers?) will offer judge(s) a tour of Yosemite and San Francisco. 
May offer this service to future judges as a tradition designed to improve their 
experience. Next year’s judge is Jim Behan, from Ireland.
Catalog Ads (Maxine Levy):  $25/ad
T-shirt (Loanne Lark): Loanne is charged with the design and production. 
RV Parking (C. Thompson): Frank & Chris will designate parking spots for 
RV’s, taking account of their size limitations.

Field & Grounds (C.Thompson): 5 Volunteers needed to set up show grounds. 
As usual volunteers will hopefully appear on show date. Big tent as last year, no 



              

misters unless absolutely necessary.
Trophies (M. Thompson): Additional plate sizes to be purchased plus limited 
restocking.
NCIWC Lure Coursing (M. Sharkey): All breed coursing date moved 
to November, 11th & 12th in Livermore or 18th & 19th in Vacaville, still 
investigating alternatives.
Open Field (C. Thompson): Grand Course of 2006 was cancelled. Open field 
resumes in fall.
Ro:Activities (F.Christian): the Lake Alamanor car camp was a great success, 
though a little cold. 20-30 humans & 15 wolfies and lots of activities; Feather 
Falls walk in fall; Green Island Lakes-2 mile hike in, Labor Day; Emigrant 
Wilderness-55 mile backpacking trip 5th August. Sign up now !!!
Historian (C.Jones): Cataloging historical treasures. M. Aiken donated two 35 
lb boxes of material. See the Table at the Specialty. 
Fun Match (2007 Chairperson needed): Help provided. Please contact a 
board member. Dixon area address for park reservation will save the club 
$47.50. Gabriel trailer with coffee & donuts will be available next year.
Boutique (M. Thompson): See you at the Specialty!
Website (G. Collins): Jaime Quevedo volunteered to help upload material.  
Who owns the domain name? 
New Members (R. Burchett): Election of two new members. C. Jones / A. 
Gould m/s approved new members! 

Old Business: 2007 Cow Palace show: G. Hawksworth suggested an 
overarching decorating theme. Each members booth could highlight an 
activity they especially enjoy - Therapy, Obedience, Agility etc.  Decorations 
would include photos of the activity, flyers for events etc. There would be an 
initial cost to participants for materials the first year.  ($30 and up) The 2006 
information booth was overtaxed. Ann Gould will work with Gail Hawksworth 
on a plan - need Volunteers and a flyer to send out to the usual suspects, 
deadline to participate, next meeting.
Business Cards: M. Thompson will investigate costs.

New Business: Election of Officers: Tom & Inga Bourdon counted ballots. 
Results: 81 ballots received, one rejected as unreadable.  Tally: Chris Thompson 
– President  81 votes;   Robin Burchett – Vice-President 78 votes;  Lori 
Finucane Secretary 59 votes;  Jane Schluter Treasurer 57 votes;  Board of 
Directors (Vote for two) Ann Gould 73 votes;  Maxine Levy 51 votes and Misty 
Tracy 38 votes. Board members continuing: Carol Gabriel, Karen LoPresti and 
Marcia Walsh.
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Next Meeting Date: August 26th Sebastopol. Potluck luncheon, noon at Ann 
Gould & Tom Birse residence. Email Ann with your lunch contribution and # 
attending.  All meetings of the Board are open to all members who may speak 
on any topic before the Board. Any topic can be discussed provided it is on the 
agenda or naturally arises as part of an agenda item.  
Meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Lori Finucane, 
NCIWC Secretary

BRAGS

Chris Thompson Or is definitely pregnant – 9 to 11 showed on her  
   ultrasound.  The Souza’s just had twelve puppies
    by Tate.

Chris Wright Life has been pretty tuff with the passing of 
   Felicity, but Angus, who is eleven, is  still here.

Karen LoPresti Our dog who did not know how to play, now 
   knows.

Ann Gould  Rua has her first point.

Carol Gabriel Molly and Ivanhoe are in a Ralph Lauren photo 
   shoot.
   Argus and Kelly are doing great at the dog shows.
   We have a new handler – KEN – handling Conan.
   Our Scottish Deerhound, Heidi,  puppies – four 
   have majors and one, Luci, got Best In Field.
   Ian finished his championship.

Peggy Squires Harry will be five in August.



              

Robin Burchett Deion got a major at his first dog show at 9
    months.
   Lyric got a major in both conformation and lure
    coursing.

  Kira received her Rally title.
  We miss Travis.

Maxine Levy Milo is doing great, two years with heart roblems.

Lori Finucane Congrats to the members of NCIWC for being 
   such great people.
   Am still dealing with LOTS of dog hair at home.

Jane Schluter Campbell is a new champion, by dgoing Best of
    Breed.
   Our grandson,  Jake Alan Patterson finally   
    made  his appearance

Carol Jones  Kay got a Group Four at her second match.
   Sandy received her CGC at our match.
   Reilly is just my baby.

Mary Sharkey Cheers to everyone’s hounds for their 
    accomplishments.
   Eva, once deaf, is now hearing fireworks.

Megan Thompson Eirinn is 10 ½ and as of her last visit, her CHF is 
   gone.
   Declan received his first leg towards his JC.

Inga Bourdon Kendall is doing great after her spay.

Tom Bourdon Momo is doing quite well.
   This club is a great group of people.
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Membership
     Page

Members Read In June 24, 2006

Keith & Jean Hembree
3572 Star Ridge Road
Hayward, CA 94542
(510) 538-1757
Keith@Marbleguys.com
Dog(s)  Sadie Rose & Gus
Sponsors: Cathy Lursen / Robin Burchett

Email Changes:

Jacque Obermyer     obie1@inreach.com
Shari Setser     setdachs@hughes.net
Arline Stockham     arlineadelle@earthlink.net
Chuck Stockham     cstockham@sonic.net
James & Corey Williams     jawilliams@volcanocorp.com

Announcements:

At long last, we have Jake Alan Patterson (grandson).  He 
arrived yesterday afternoon weighing in at 8 lbs and is 20.5 
inches long.  All are doing well, exhausted, but well.
 
Alan & Jane Schluter



              

The club is looking for places to take our dogs for visiting, such as 
hospitals, retirement communities, day care facilities, schools   If 
you know of any place that would like to have Irish Wolfhounds visit, 
please contact a board member.  Please help – we have interested 
people, happy hounds and club insurance - all we need is
a place to go.

Frank Christian
fwc@now.usa

(925) 437-3422

If you need a pet sitter, be sure to check out www.preferred-
petsitting.com   

It is a very handy website and enables you not only to find a 
credited pet sitter, but to leave crucial details for your sitter.

If anyone would like a current club membership list, please 
let Robin Burchett know.  The list can be sent by snail mail, 
or email (excel).  Robin can be reached at (925) 689-9765 or   
toryiw@jps.net

******************************************************

******************************************************

******************************************************

Membership
     Page

Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club Specialty

Obedience  and Rally - Friday, September 15th 2006 - Judge: Loretta Delinger

Sweepstakes - Friday, September 15th 2006 - Judge: Jamie Souza Bartlett

Conformation - Saturday, September 16th 2006 - Judge: Eileen Flanagan

Also offered : CGC Testing
  ASFA Certification
  Heart Testing
  Great meals
  Lots of fun

So,  mark the above dates on your calendar and plan on attending !

Show Chairman ; Frank Christian
   fwc@nowusa.com
   (925) 437-3422
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Please consider entering Rally Obedience at our Specialty ?it is 
a lot of fun for both you and your dog.  For further information, 
please contact 

Robin Burchett   (925) 689-9765  toryiw@jps.net

Jenny Clark.  (530) 532-0426  horizonsiw@saber.net

Rally is a form of obedience work in which the dog and handler 
move as a team over a course of 10 to 15 stations. Each station 
instructs the handler the obedience task is to be performed. 
The dog need not be in perfect heel position, but within 2 feet of 
heel. The handler must negotiate the numbered course on their 
own, moving at a brisk pace. (for wolfhounds in an obedience 
ring, we know what brisk means). It promotes teamwork 
between you and your dog. You are allowed to talk to it, praise 
it, call it by name, tell it what to do, give 밶ir cookies?and lure 
it into position. You are not allowed to touch your dog. Harsh 
commands are penalized.   You are given 10 minutes prior to 
the class starting to walk the course and stategize. Wolfhounds 
do require some stategy around the signs as they are so large. 
and stations can get tight. Please feel free to e-mail me for 
more information. 

Colleen

Mom to Abbey: O묹ugh뭩 Abigail O Swansea CD RA CGC

Riley: Karadarn Tralar (who gets her share of Abbey뭩 treats 
as manager) 



              

Lake Almanor Camping Trip
Memorial Day Weekend

2006

     The Irish Wolfhounds and their people all had a 
cool time at the camping trip. It was a chilly weekend, 
with daytime temps mostly in the 50’s and at night it 
was down in the 20’s. But who needs a down sleeping 
bag when you have a wolfhound to keep you warm? 
Saturday’s Jungle Dog Rally provided many exciting 
experiences for the hounds. These included the Lake 
Almanor Waterfall Trail, Four Paws on the Stump, and 
Don’t Eat My Dog. All the hounds did well. Everyone 
enjoyed several potluck meals together. Our Club has the 
best cooks ever! Venison stew, pork loins with various 
marinades, teriyaki chicken, and Scurvy Dog pancakes 
were just a few of the specialties offered. Sunday and 
Monday brought us a meadow romp, boat ride on the 
lake, hail, and Jungle Dog Conformation. Big thanks to 
Frank Christian for organizing the event and reserving 
spaces. And to Niki and Tom Dwyer for their kitchen 
facilities. Looking forward to next year’s trip!

Mary Sharkey
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Hi Robin -

     Here are pics from IW Almanor trip.  We had it all up 
there - sun - wind - rain - and snow !  Two mornings at 29 and 
32 degrees.  The wolfie people all stayed (aren’t we tough  - 
“the dogs loved it”).  While the other campers either left or 
never came, we had lots of room !
     The meadows were wetter than usual, but we still went - 
letting the dogs off leash.  They are so beautiful running full 
out.  I’m biased, but my favorite sight was my Kaitlin, organiz-
ing a great game of “chase me”.  She and Molly are whirlwinds 
!  Bobby’s Blaine had not been with wolfies before, and it was a 
treat to watch his learning to play.  Kelty and Molly were the 
water dogs.
     Campfires each night (they were necessary).
     Dinners were outrageous - chicken teriyaki, pork tender-
loin, chili, chili verde, pastas, salads, hors d’oeuvres, turkey, 
home-baked bread, and cinnamon rolls, strawberry shortcake, 
fruit, and much more.  We know how to cook ! !
     Lots of family came.  Frank, his mom Betty, sis and hus-
band-in-law.  My family - mom - sis and spouse Jim, daughter 
Hilary - brother Donald and friend Shannon.  Lori and Hannah, 
two boys (Wayne’s ? and Heather’s ? - not sure whose they 
were) - Niki and Tom Dwyer - Carol and Ken Jones.
     I know I’ve left out names, but I hope others are writing to 
you (as we agreed up there) to fill you in.

Kim Morris
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  16 Photos supplied by Kim Morris and Carol Jones

Jungle Dog Contest



              

AT  THE  SHOWS

Reno Kennel Club                                                                            June 3, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Loraine Boutwell               3 Dogs  /  6 Bitches / 2 Dog,  2 Bitch Sp

WD/BOS Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
RWD  Destiny Masten McRion - D. Evans, C.  & S.  McCombs
WB/BOW Castlemaine’s Kilaney - Corey, James & Devin Williams
RWB  Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC, RN, CD - T. & R. Burchett
BOB  Ch Eirinn’s Or Of Kaelyn, JC - Chris & Megan Thompson

Reno Kennel Club                                                                            June 4, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Joan Frailey              3 Dogs  /  6 Bitches / 1 Dog,  2 Bitch Specials

WD/BOW/BOS Apollo II - Samantha & Laurel Consalvo
RWD  Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
WB  Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC, RN, CD - T. & R. Burchett
RWB  Rua Cu Mara Of Horizons - Ann Gould
BOB  Ch Eirinn’s Or Of Kaelyn, JC - Chris & Megan Thompson

Contra Costa Kennel Club                                                              June 10, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Joan Anselm             3 Dogs  /  9 Bitches / 1 Dog,  3 Bitch Specials

WD/BOW Barragwynn Gabriels Argus - Carol Gabriel
RWD  Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
WB/BOS Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC, RN, CD - T. & R. Burchett
RWB  Quest Sea Raider’s Alvida - Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen
BOB  Ch. Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. Souza
   ****Hound Group One****
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Contra Costa Kennel Club                                                              June 11, 2006
Judge: Ms. Helene Nietsch                    2 Dogs  /  4 Bitches / 1 Dog,  1 Bitch Sp

WD  Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
RWD  Destiny Duchas Elair McTate - Michael & Marcia Walsh
WB/BOW Horizons Cadenze O’Bodhran, CD, SC, NA, NAJ, RE - J. Clark
RWB  Kerryarc Bad Girl Of Eagle - Alan & Jane Schluter
BOB  Ch. Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. Souza
   ****Hound Group One****
BOS  Ch Sonoma Fiona Thunder Paws, JC - Ann Gould

Shasta Kennel Club                                                                       June 15, 2006
Judge: Mr. Colin Hamilton                        4 Dogs  /  9 Bitches / 2 Dog Specials

WD  Kerryarc Baccaret Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler
RWD  Barragwynn Cestmoi Wizard - Glo Cannon & Nancy Aiken
WB/BOW/BOB       Kerryarc Brocade Of Eagle - J. & A. Schluter & M. Tyler
        **** New Champion ***
RWB  Horizons Cadenze O’Bodhran, CD, SC, NA, NAJ, RE - J. Clark
BOS  Ch. Brandywhine Cornado Of Eagle - Gail Hawksworth

Shasta Kennel Club                                                                       June 16, 2006
Judge: Dr. Robert Berndt             4 Dogs  /  5 Bitches / 2 Dog,  2 Bitch  Specials

WD/BOW/BOB          Kerryarc Baccaret Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler
RWD  Barragwynn Cestmoi Wizard - Glo Cannon & Nancy Aiken
WB  Kerryarc Gael Aerie Of Mysham - Gail Hawksworth
RWB  Isis Dione Mount Olympus - Laurel & Samantha Consalvo
BOS   Kerryarc Brocade Of Eagle - J. & A. Schluter & M. Tyler 

Butte County Kennel Club                                                             June 17, 2006
Judge: Mr. Stephen Hubbell                  4 Dogs  /  8 Bitches / 2 Dog,  1 Bitch Sp

WD/BOW/BOB          Kerryarc Baccaret Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler
RWD  Barragwynn Cestmoi Wizard - Glo Cannon & Nancy Aiken
WB/BOS Kerryarc Komment Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler
RWB  Kerryarc Gael Aerie Of Mysham - Gail Hawksworth



              

Butte County Kennel Club                                                             June 18, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Anne Bolus                             4 Dogs  /  5 Bitches / 1 Dog  Special

WD/BOW Kerryarc Baccaret Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler
RWD  Barragwynn Cestmoi Wizard - Glo Cannon & Nancy Aiken
WB/BOS Kerryarc Gael Aerie Of Mysham - Gail Hawksworth
RWB  Kerryarc Bad Girl Of Eagle - Alan & Jane Schluter
BOB  Ch. Brandywhine Cornado Of Eagle - Gail Hawksworth

Lost Coast Kennel Club                                                                    July 1, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Dorothy Hutchinson              4 Dogs / 2 Bitches / 1 Dog, 1 Bitch Sp

WD/BOW/BOB    Barragwynn Gabriels Argus - Carol Gabriel
RWD  Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
WB/BOS Una Cu Mara Of Wolfridge - Ann Gould
RWB  Rua Cu Mara Of Horizons - Ann Gould

Lost Coast Kennel Club                                                                    July 2, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Isabell Stoffers                      4 Dogs / 2 Bitches / 1 Dog, 1 Bitch Sp

WD/BOW/BOB    Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
RWD   Barragwynn Gabriels Argus - Carol Gabriel
WB/BOS Rua Cu Mara Of Horizons - Ann Gould
RWB  Una Cu Mara Of Wolfridge - Ann Gould

The group at Lost Coast Dog Show !
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Chris and Megan Thompson  celebrated  
their 30th wedding anniversary 

at Ken  and Carol Gabriels campsite 
at Lost Coast on Saturday evening.  

A great time was had by all !



              

Del Monte Kennel Club                                                                  July 15, 2006
Judge: Mrs. Patricia Trotter                            4 Dogs / 7 Bitches / 1 Dog Special

WD/BOW Brimstone Chance Of Antara - Dot Arn & Richard Heskett
RWD  Barragwynn Gabriels Argus - Carol Gabriel
WB/BOS Absolut Meritage Of Manasota - J. & K. Paz & M. Verble
RWB  Carroy Fiona McJames - Lynne & Dick Rosebrock
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. Souza
    ****Hound Group Three****

Del Monte Kennel Club                                                                  July 16, 2006
Judge: Mr. Dana Cline                                    4 Dogs / 5 Bitches / 1 Dog Special

WD/BOW Quest Kings Ransom Of Tory - Terry & Robin Burchett
RWD  Castlemaine Canice Cahir - Marian & Frank Orvis
WB/BOS Kerryarc Bodacious Quest, RN,  JC - Ed Powers & Cathy
  Lursen-Powers
RWB  Quest Sea Raiders Mist - Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. Souza

Chris and Megan Thompson  celebrated  
their 30th wedding anniversary 

at Ken  and Carol Gabriels campsite 
at Lost Coast on Saturday evening.  

A great time was had by all !

To all those owners with puppies or adults whom have been diagnosed 
with FCE, please share with Anne Janis at:

iwstudy@earthlink.net

as she is going to include FCE on her database.  This information will be 
held in strictest confidence just like the other health issues in the study.

Thank you,
Lois Thomasson

**********************************************************

**********************************************************
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Avoiding Heat Related Injuries in Dogs
Nate Baxter DVM

 The first thing that needs to be understood is that dogs and people are 
different enough that most of the info cannot cross lines. I do not profess 
to know what the appropriate procedures for people other than what I 
learned in first aid.

Dogs do not lose enough electrolytes thru exercise to make a difference, 
but if the dog gets truly into heat stroke the physiology changes will 
make them necessary. BUT oral replacement at that point is futile, they 
need IV and lots of it.

Cooling: Evaporative cooling is the most efficient mean of cooling.  
However, in a muggy environment, the moisture will not evaporate so 
cooling does not happen well. I cool with the coldest water I can find 
and will use ice depending on the situation. The best way is to run 
water over the dog, so there is always fresh water in contact. When 
you immerse a dog in a tub, the water trapped in the hair coat will get 
warm next to the dog, and act as an insulator against the cool water and 
cooling stops. If you can run water over the dog and place it in front of a 
fan that is the best. Misting the dog with water will only help if you are in 
a dry environment or in front of a fan. Just getting the dog wet is not the 
point, you want the water to be cool itself, or to evaporate.

For MOST situations all you will need to do is get the dog in a 
cooler environment, i.e. shade, or in the cab of the truck with the air 
conditioning on (driving around so the truck does not overheat and the 
AC is more efficient). Up to a couple of years ago, I was very concerned 
about my dogs getting too hot in the back of my black pickup with a 
black cap. New white truck fixed a lot of that problem. When I had one 
dog I just pulled the wire crate out of the car and put it in some shade 
and hopefully a breeze. But having 2 dogs and running from one stake 
to another, that was not feasible.

So I built a platform to put the wire crates on, this raises the dogup in the 
truck box where the air flow is better. Then I placed a 3 speed box fan 
in front blowing on the dogs with a foot of space to allow better airflow. I 
purchased a power inverter that connects to the battery and allows the 3 
speed fan to run from the truck power. 

It has an automatic feature that prevents it from draining the battery. 
When I turned that fan on medium I would find that the dogs where 
asleep, breathing slowly and appeared very relaxed and comfortable in 



              

a matter of 20 minutes or less, even on very hot muggy days.

Alcohol: I do carry it for emergencies. It is very effective at cooling due 
to the rapid evaporation. It should be used when other methods are not 
working. You should be on your way to the veterinarian before you get 
to this point. We recommend using rubbing alcohol, which is isopropyl 
alcohol, not ethyl, for those of you not aware. So do not try to drink it.  
Alcohol should be used on the pads and lower feet area where there is 
little more than skin and blood vessels over the bones. Use a little bit 
and let it evaporate, you can use too much as some is absorbed through 
the skin. There are concerns about toxicity, but you have to get the 
temperature down.

UPDATE NOTE - alcohol has fallen out of favor with ER specialists, 
use it only as a last ditch effort if nothing else works.  I purchased those 
cooling pads, but found that the dogs would notlay on them. I would hold 
them on the back of a dog that just worked to get a quick cool, but have 
not use them for years. I also bought a pair of battery operated fans but 
found them pretty useless. Spend your money on the power inverter and 
get a real fan.

Watching temperature: If you feel your dog is in danger of heat injury, 
check its temp and write it down. Keep checking the temp every 3 
minutes. I recommend to get a 뱑ectal glass thermometer. The digital 
ones for the drugstore I have found to be very unreliable. Don뭪 forget 
to shake it down completely each time, sounds silly, but when are 
worried about your companion, things tend to get mixed up. 

This is VERY IMPORTANT**once the temp STARTS to drop, STOP 
ALL COOLING EFFORTS. The cooling process will continue even 
though you have stopped. If the temp starts at 106.5, and then next 
time it drops to 105.5, stop cooling the dog, dry it off, and continue 
monitoring. You will be amazed how it continues to go down. If you do 
not stop until the temp is 102, the temp will drop way too low. I cannot 
emphasize this point enough.

When the dog is so heated that it is panting severely, only let it have a 
few laps of water. Water in the stomach does not cool the dog, you just 
need to keep the mouth wet so the panting is more effective. Do not 
worry about dehydration until the temp has started down. A dog panting 
heavily taking in large amounts of water is at risk of bloat. Due to the 
heavy panting they will swallow air, mixed with a large amount of water 
they can bloat. Once the temp is going down and panting has slowed to 
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more normal panting then allow water. The dog will rehydrate it self after 
temp is normal. If the dog has a serious problem and even though you 
have gotten the temp normal, get the dog to a vet, as it can still need 
IV fluids and some medication. Also, a case of heat stroke can induce 
a case of hemorrhagic gastroenteritis (not parvo), with a ton of very 
bloody diarrhea and a lot of fluid and electrolyte loss. These cases need 
aggressive treatment.

The best method of treatment is prevention. Learn to watch your dog, 
and see the changes in the size of the tongue, and how quickly it goes 
down. Learn your dogs response to the different environments, and 
be careful when you head south for an early season hunt test or trial. 
I have been to Nashville at the end of May, only 5 hours away, but the 
difference in temp and humidity did affect the dogs as they were used to 
more spring weather in Ohio. Try different things in training to help the 
dog cool and learn what works better. Another very important point==> 
Do not swim your hot dog to cool it then put in put in a box/tight crate. 
Remember, evaporation can not take place in a tight space, and the 
box will turn into a sauna and you will cook your dog. Carry a stake out 
chain, and let the dog cool and dry before putting it up.

I know this is a bit long, but hopefully this is easy to understand and 
helps provide some useful information.Remember: Prevention, learn 
your dog. It is worth the time and effort.

Nate Baxter, DVM,  Lebanon, OH

밐e is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You are his 
life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, faithful and true, to the last 
beat of his heart. You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion.?뾃
nonymous 

Think your canine is okay in your car on cool or breezy days? 

Think again.

All it takes is a little sunshine to turn your parked car into a 
greenhouse, with the temperature rising to dangerous levels within 
just a half hour. Cracking a window or running the air conditioning 
before parking only briefly delays the rise in temperature. Never 
leave your dog unattended in the car for more than a few minutes, 
and always carry water to keep him hydrated.

Dog Age



              

Bloat Can Develop Without Warning
A distended stomach requires emergency veterinary care

BY JESSICA HARRISON

“Time is of the essence” may not be a phase you associate 
with your dog’s usually carefree lifestyle. However, it aptly portrays the 
urgent need for treatment if you find him in the throes of bloat. Delay can 
end in death.

Any time owners find a dog with a very bloated abdomen, they 
should rush him to the hospital — it is an emergency,” said John Berg, 
DVM, chair of the Department of Clinical Sci ences at the Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University.  Bloat often develops 
acutely —that is, suddenly and without warning.  The stomach rotates 
on its axis and blocks blood flow back to the heart, spleen and stomach 
itself. Sur vival depends on the length of time the stomach has been 
twisted and the amount of blood flow compromised.

The Stomach Rotates
Referred to clinically as gastric-dilatation volvulus, or GDV, 

the condition first appears as restlessness and discomfort, sometimes 
associated with a meal. It may escalate to severe pain and shock within 
one to two hours. It’s believed that a slight abnormal rotation of the 
stomach leads to excess filling of the stomach with gas or food, which 
in turn leads to further twisting or rotation of the stomach.The blockage 
of blood flow threatens the heart’s functioning and may lead to all of the 
body’s organs receiving less than their normal blood supply.

A dog may have been in perfect health only minutes ago. Pamela 
Fuller, an American living in San An tonio, Mexico, recently lost her 
beloved Doberman Pinscher, Chocolatte, to CDV. A veterinary clinic 
had given him a clean bill of health the very day he died. Fuller had fed 
Chocolatte his daily meal of a large bowl of kibble around 5:30 p.m. 
and table scraps later that night. She turned him out in the back yard 
afterward to play with her other dog. When she called Chocolatte, he 
didn’t return. After repeated calls, she went to find him.

Chocolatte was in the bushes violently heaving in attempts to 
vomit. He was foaming at the mouth and pacing. “He kept trying to run 
from me and hide behind bushes and pots and plants. I had no clue what 
was wrong.” Fuller finally coaxed him in side and called her 

veterinarian, who advised her to give Maalox or anoth er anti-acid. 
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She gave Pepto-Bismol, but after five minutes, Chocolatte’s stomach 
continued to distend. The veterinarian, who lived 45 minutes away, left 
his house to meet them at the clinic, but Chocolatte died in Fuller’s arms 
before he could get help. “In the 15 minutes before he died, he no longer 
yelled in pain, just winced and pulled his shoulders up while I held him.”

Chocolarte had classic signs of bloat, including pronounced 
swelling of the abdomen, salivation, restless ness, pacing and 
unsuccessful attempts to vomit. If owners see these signs, they should 
immediately take their dog to an emergency veterinary hospital. ~1t 
cannot wait until tomorrow,” reiterated Dr. Berg, a surgical specialist.

Not a Rarity
Bloat is not an obscure or rare disease. The Foster Small Animal 

Hospital at the Cumming School sees five to 10 cases monthly. Large 
and giant breeds with deep chests are highly represented, but medium-
sized breeds are also affected. Golden Retrievers, Labradors and even 
a Bassett Hound have been treated for CDV. Overall rates of GDV in 
large and giant-breed dogs are around 5.7 percent, according to a study 
published in the Journal of American Veterinary Medicine by Lawrence  
Glickman, VMD, professor of epidemiology at Purdue University School 
of Veterinary Medicine. The same study found a breed disposition of 
about 11 percent for Great Danes. One possible predisposing factor:

Dogs who have a nervous personality seem to be more prone to 
gastric-dilatation volvulus,” Dr. Berg said. It appears their emotions, like 
humanss:’, impact their health.

The exact cause of GDV is unknown, but it’s generally believed 
that increased depth in the chest and abdomen permits greater movement 
of the stomach in the body cavity and stretches its attachments to the 
body wall. Increased mobility of the stomach, combined with excess air 
or food, causes the stomach to flip, pull the spleen with it and close both 
its entrance and exit.

After a dog arrives at the emergency clinic, veterinarians will do 
a physical, then try to pass a tube through his mouth into the stomach 
to release trapped gas. If that’s not possible, they’ll insert a large needle 
through the skin directly into the stomach to relieve pressure. They’ll 
take X-rays to assess the stomach’s dilation and rotation. And they’ll put 
the dog on intravenous fluids and steroids to treat shock, and may start 



              

antibiotics to counter toxins and medication to control irregular heart 
rhythms. In some cases, the stomach may spontaneously return to its 
normal position, but the vast majority of dogs needs emergency surgery 
to correct the stomach’s position.

Whether a dog will survive or not depends on the extent of 
rotation, the length of time the stomach was rotated and the damage 
rendered to the stomach and spleen. Often, loss of blood supply to the 
stomach or spleen causes the surgeon to decide to remove a portion 
of the stomach, andlor remove the spleen. Neither of these procedures 
has negative long-term consequences for the dog. The surgeon will 
also perform a gastropexy — a procedure in which the stomach is 
permanently sutured to the inside of the abdominal wall to prevent it 
from ever rotating again.

Postoperative care consists of monitoring electrolytes and vital 
signs, and waiting for the dog to become stable before he can go home. 
A one-week hospital stay isn’t unusual. “The sicker they are, the longer 
they need to stay,” Dr. Berg said, adding that special care is minimal 
once the dog returns home.

Costs of the surgery vary regionally. At the Cummings School, 
the cost, including postoperative care and diagnostic tests, ranges from 
$1,500 to $4,000 with $3,500 being typical.

For many years, veterinarians have made the following 
recommendations to owners of large and giant-breed dogs who might be 
predis posed to GDV:

• Feed small, frequent meals instead of fewer large ones. By 
reduc ing hunger between meals, the dog may be less likely to gulp food 
and air. Simply divide the total amount of food appropriate for your 
dog’s weight and age by two or three, dis persing the meals throughout 
the day.

•Allow only moderate exercise and restrict water intake after 
eating. Strenuous running, which jars the stomach and enhances thirst, 
may stretch the ligaments that support the stomach and increase its 
mobility. When the dog is fatigued and thirsts’, offer water cautiously 
and again after he’s rested.

However, recent research by Dr. Glickman and others has 
not demonstrated that these measures in fact reduce the risk of CDV. 
Nevertheless, at minimum, they won’t do any harm and are unlikely to 
increase the risk of the disease.
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Higher Rates
New research has also shown that raised food and water bowls 

correlate significantly with higher rates of GDV, Dr. Berg said. The exact 
cause is un known, but it’s suspected that an increase in air ingestion 
leads to stomach bloating and possibly dilation. Owners should not use 
raised food and water bowls, but place them on the floor. In addition, 
owners shouldn’t breed dogs who have had GDV because there’s a 
strong tendency for their offspring to be predisposed to the disease.

Before losing Chocolate, Fuller had never heard of bloat. Now 
she’s well read on the subject and educates friends and neighbors about 
it. She doesn’t want other caring dog owners to inadvertently put their 
pets to risk. “I hope no other dog lover has to watch their beloved friend 
and companion die the excruciating death my dog did,” she said.

Preventive Measure
In addition to lifestyle modifications, owners of some breeds 

prone to bloat may choose prophylactic surgery to prevent it from 
occurring. Although it’s not broadly recommended, prophylactic 
gastropexy does fix the stomach in position and will prevent GDV. It is 
not certain that every dog of certain breeds will develop bloat; however, 
it’s important that owners are aware of the surgical option,” Dr. Berg 
said.

Prophylactic surgery should he a particularly strong consideration 
in the breeds most predisposed to the disease, such as Great Danes and 
oth er giant breeds.

Bloat does not paint an encouraging clinical picture, but informed 
owners — ready to act quickly — are best prepared to deal with the 
condition and save their dog’s life. With prompt medical attention, the 
vast majority of dogs with CDV survives.

Age and Family History Are Among Predisposing Factors
A study by Lawrence Glickman, VMD, at Purdue University, found 
these traits predispose a dog to bloat:
•	 Age:	Incidence increases with each year.
•	 Family	history:	Having a first-degree relative with a history
           of bloat.
•	 Raised	Food	Bowl:	Use of a raised food bowl was
            associated with an increased risk of GDV in one study.



              

These are among the typical symptoms of bloat:

•	 Restlessness	and	pacing

•	 Demonstrable	discomfort	or	abdominal	pain

•	 Attempts	to	vomit	without	result

•	 Visible	distension	of	the	stomach

•	 Excessive	salivation
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August
     2 yr olds: Sol Schofield in Saskatchewan, Canada , Pegeen  
                    Rosebrock (f), & Corcc Souza/Bartlett (m) in CA   
     3 yr olds: Lyric Burchett (f), Halle Souza (f), Annie Straus (f), 
                     Keegan Hayden (f), Brolie Walsh (m), Hale LoPresti/ 
                    Boulinger (m) all in CA, Lea & Hannah McDonald
    4 yr olds: Limerick Jeweler (m) in MD                                                                             
    5 yr olds: Caer Stamon (f) in TX, Gracie Fitzpatrick in FL,
                      Halo MacDonald/Gabriel (f) and Harry Squires (m) in CA  
      6 yr olds: Rocky Schofield in Saskatchewan, Canada 
                     Miss Busy Izzie Taylor in FL 
     
                                         September
     1 yr olds: Deion Burchett (m), Demonica & Chelise Lursen/Powers
                   (f), Sadie Rose Hembree (f) in CA
      2 yr olds: Alainn Faccone (f) in WA, Vaquera Tyler (f) in CA
     3 yr olds: Druid Sheaffer (m) in KS 
     4 yr olds: Lexi Willetts (f) in NY,  Roskva Hauksdotter (f) in 
                    Iceland
     5 yr olds: Gareth Steiskel in OR, Tamsin Murphy (f) in MA, 
                    Jordan Fairbanks (f) in TX, Nado Hawksworth (m), 
                     Gordon Thomasson, Mon Ami Aiken/Aiken (f) in CA        
     6 yr olds: Maire Anderson in NH  
     7 yr olds: Emily Fjerkenstad in AZ, Sandy Jones (f) in CA
     8 yr olds: Boadicea Morrison in CA 
     10 yr olds: Tara Chassid in WA, Sharnee (f) in Australia
     
                                                   



              

Cadenze, Rally and dog shows
 - a test of stamina: 

 
Thursday: Rally Excellent 10:25, Advanced 11:00, Conformation 
11:15 - I went in the ring at 11:20 (real help here? look at 
conformation time), being moved to the front of the class due to 
conflict, (Qualified and got 4th place, no idea what her score was 
because I wasn’t there).  Raced to conformation, all the way across 
the show grounds with Cadenze and Sydney to find one of the specials 
and 12-18 mth girls had not picked up so I couldn’t show Cadenze.  
Went in the ring (just got there in time) with Sydney in the 12-18 
mth girls and am doing my down and back when the other puppy 
girl shows up and comes in, Sydney won that class:-).   Now the ring 
steward tells me everyone is there so I pick up Cadenze’s arm band 
and take her into open, she got second and Alan got 1st.  Went into 
winners bitch with Syd, Alan wins with his girl (he also got BOB with 
her) so now Cadenze has to come back in.  Luckily Frank was there 
so he brought Cadenze in, shorts, ball cap and all, and she got RWB.  
Out she comes from the ring and Syd, Cadenze and I now run all the 
way back to the advanced rally ring.  Some people I know where there 
so they held Syd as I went in the ring with Cadenze.  She said she had 
had enough (it was HOT) and when we got to a sign where she had 
to stop she went over into the shade and laid down, I excused her (of 
course everyone was there to watch her).  
 
Friday:  Rally Excellent 11:00, Rally Advanced 11:45 - 
Got started in the excellent ring about 12:00 and she did well with a 
score of 82 and 4th place (tuff judge), got into advance about 2:00 (it 
is now REALLY HOT!!!) and she did it but kept sitting infront of me 
-score 70 (ugly but passed) the judge was really, really hard - high 
score for a fantastic working dog was in the eighties I think.  YEA!  
She got both qualifying scores.
 
Saturday:  Rally Excellent 8:30, Advanced 9:05 (thank god it is 
in the morning) - Started excellent class about 9:00 and she did 
EXCELLENT!  First place with a score of 95:-)!!!  Got into the

 advance ring about 10:40 (getting worried because it is now getting 
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HOT again), she was a little sluggish but still ended up with a score 
of 94, 5th place:-(.  I was really proud of her for holding up.  She got 
both qualifying scores again:-).  Attached is a picture Jane Schulter 
took showing how she felt.
 
Jenny Clark



              

Can Gene Therapy Cure Cancer?
Short Takes normally cites the scientific literature for claims of medical 
“breakthroughs,” so skepticism is warranted about this achievement, 
which was announced first in the popular press Veterinary researchers 
in Taiwan are telling the Asian news media that they used gene therapy 
to successfully eliminate cancerous tumors in six dogs.  A team led 
by Dr. Chu Rea-min at national Taiwan University says injections of 
recombinant human IL-6 and IL-15 (interleukin) prompted the dog’s 
immune system to fight off cancer within two months.

Ch told the Taiwan News: “The tumor is eliminated and the growth is 
repressed.  Also due to memory cells in the canine’s immune system, the 
dog develops antigens against cancer cells, which means, in the future, 
if the same type of cancer cells try to enter the body, the immune system 
will pick up the signal and fight against the foreign invaders.”

Better yet, the Taiwanese researchers claim that their gene therapy has 
virtually no harmful side effects. It reduces the post-operative pain 
and suffering of conventional cancer treatments. And it’s cheaper, 
too, Incidentally, the Taiwanese method for transferring genes 
(electroporation, which shocks cell walls into opening for a split second) 
was pioneered more than 20 years ago at Cornell - but in plants, not 
animals. Cornell scientists were not involved in the dog cancer study.

Normally, scientists publish details of their experiments in peer-reviewed 
journals — so that other researchers can verify the procedure -  before 
announcing results to the public. Chu said he is submitting a manuscript 
for publication.

Dog Watch, June 2006

 
 **********************************************************
*
MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS:

August 26, 2006 - NCIWC Meeting at the home of Ann Gould and Tom 
Birse in Sebastopol.  It will be a pot luck and ALL members are invited !

September 15th, 16th & 17th - NCIWC Specialty in Petaluma

**********************************************************
*
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Molach’s Update Page (limb sparing):

7-4-2006 - Molach is having a really hard time recovering from his last chemo 
and surgery - so I have postponed my trip to Asia.  His white and red blood 
cells are critically low, as are his platelets.  He is having a hard time walking 
and just sleeps all the time.  I am staying home so I can help his poor body 
recover.  The good news is that we have completed all the chemotherapy and 
once he heals we can begin physical therapy.  The incision from the surgery 
has completely healed and his cast will come off next week.
 
7-8-2006  (Editor’s note – heard that Molach’s  surgical leg fractured) .

7-10-2006 - Molach and I arrived in Fort Collins last night.  It was a heart 
breaking drive as you can imagine.  He spent most of the day getting blood 
tests, xrays, echograms, etc.  A team of surgeons met to discuss options.  The 
good news is that his heart is in good shape for another surgery, he has ZERO 
cancer metastasis in his bones or lungs and his blood counts have rallied from 
chemo - so he is a go for surgery.
      The scary news is that they are not so sure what they are going to do until 
they get inside the leg.  The surgeon believes we have a really good shot at 
saving the leg.  It may only give him 6 months or more - but it is 6 months 
that I will gladly take.  He gets dropped off at 7:45 am tomorrow and I believe 
surgery will begin within about an hour.  It may last 6 - 8 hours so I don’t know 
anything at this time.  
      Thank you again for your love, support, tender words and strength that 
you have all offered to me during this very difficult time.  I will continue to pray 
that Molach comes through his fourth surgery with flying colors and then I will 
turn it over to God.
      I will update you as I know more.

7-11-2006 - Great news.  Molach came through his surgery and the results 
were better than expected from the team of surgeons.  He went under at 10:30 
and was out by 3:30.  When I walked into the vet center the team came up to 
me beaming with smiles.  Under the circumstances - it went really well.  They 
were able to repair the leg and hopefully prevent another metal issue.  He now 
has three plates in his leg and so many screws that I lost count.
      We still have a very long road ahead of us with another tenuous recovery.  
We can only pray that this will not get infected so we can begin physical 
therapy soon.  Tomorrow I will visit with him for about 3 hours and he may be 
able to come to the hotel on Thursday.  I will meet with the vets tomorrow to 
determine long term prognosis and strategy.  
      I know I don’t have forever with Molach but every single day that I have 
him is nothing short of a miraculous gift to me.  I believe that Liam was looking 
down at us wagging his thumping tail in happiness for his brother.  I feel that 
he was with Molach the entire journey to help him and give him strength.
  

Love Laura & Mo

 



              

What Is DGP?
      Dog-Gone Pain or DGP is a nutraceutical that Contains naturally 
occurring sub stances with medicinal benefit. It is manufactured in 
Australia, in an approved TGA facility (the Australian equivalent to 
the US FDA). The manufacturer claims that the herbs used in DGP are 
raised using standardized growing techniques, thereby ensur ing efficacy 
from year to year, and that each ingredient is “human grade” and grown 
without pesticides or herbicides.

DGP offers a banquet of anti-inflammatory herbs useful in aiding 
multiple sys tems — respiratory. circulatory, digestive, thermoregulation, 
liver, and gall bladder —which have a tendency to be compromised as 
the dog ages. This may be the reason why animal guardians witness a 
revitalizing effect when their dogs are given DGP.

Each DGP tablet contains a proprietary blend of native Australian 
edible herbs along with compounds used in European (and other) 
medical traditions, including:
•	Feverfew, an anti-inflammatory and pain reliever;
•	Celery seed, an all-around calmative and anti-inflammatory;
•	Boswellia, a strong anti-inflammatory and analgesic;
•	Bromelain and papain, digestive aids;
•	Corydalis. a tonic for the circulatory system;
•	Cayenne, for gastrointestinal health;
•	Wheatgrass, rich in nutrients and minerals; and
•	Turmeric a potent ant-inflammatory and digestive aid

In addition, DGP contains calcium, magnesium, phosphorus, zinc, and 
other bone-building minerals. DGP also contains shark cartilage that is 
produced without the use of toxic solvents. Shark cartilage is an excellent 
dietary source of chondroitin sulfate and other glyco aminoglycans that 
rebuild cartilage.

The manufacturer of DGP warns It your dog is already on medication 
discuss DGP with your ‘veterinarian before using The enzymes it 
contains have the potential for altering the rate of absorption of 
medications such as antibiotics, anticoagulants, and NSAIDs. Also,  
several of the ingredients have anti-inflammatory properties that could 
possibly enhance the blood thinning properties of anticoagulant drugs

The Whole Dog Journal, May 2006
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AT  THE  RACES:

BCONC, Vacaville                                                June 4, 2006
Judge: Yvette Alley

Open
 1st - Molly Dwyer
 2nd - Bodie Powers / Lursen
FCH 
 1st - Gracie Powers / Lursen

Best Of Breed wnt to Molly Dwyer

NCWFA, Livermore                                          June 18, 2006
Judges: Gail Burnham & Yvette Alley

Open
 1st - Lyric Burchett
 2nd - Bodie Powers / Lursen
 3rd - Cadence Clark
 4th - Aodhan Thompson

FCH
 1st - Gracie Powers / Lursen

Best Of Breed wnt to Lyric Burchett



              

Willard Water
Some	dog	owners	swear	this	substance	helps	treat	anything	

effectively.
BY Ci PUOTINEN

Willard Water is one of life’s mysteries. Most people have never heard 
of it. Those who have, tend to use it religiously, even though they aren’t 
sure what it is or how it works. They say it improves digestion, reduces 
migraine headaches, relieves arthritis, improves skin health, heals bums 
and wounds without scarring, helps balance blood sugar, treats gum 
disease, supports detoxification, lowers high blood pressure, alleviates 
pain, and is helpful in the treatment of dozens of other conditions, 
including cancer.

Its manufacturer makes no medical claims beyond reporting that 
Willard Wa ter may have anti-inflammatory and analgesic properties, and 
that free-radical scavenger tests show it to be a powerful antioxidant.

What helps set Willard Water apart from other “wonder” products is 
that it was examined by a Congressional subcommittee on health and 
long-term care in 1980, investigated by the “60 Minutes” TV program 
that same year, and tested by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. To 
date, all evidence has found Willard Water to be safe and non-toxic.

While some veterinarians might scoff at the claims made by Willard 
Water proponents, other holistic practitioners credit the product with 
amazing abilities to heal and balance. For example, Roger DeHaan, 
DVM, a holistic veterinarian in Kings Mountain, North Carolina, has 
recommended Willard Water for his canine patients since 1983. He 
mixes the liquid concentrate with drinking water for improved hydration 
and applies it to cuts, wounds, and other injuries. He even adds a small 
amount (10 cc) of full-strength concentrate to each liter of Lactated 
Ringers Solution before adminis tering subcutaneous fluids.

History of the catalyst
What exactly is this stuff? Its ingredients (water, fossilized organics. 

sodium meta silicate, sulfated castor oil, calcium chloride, and 
magnesium sulfate) don’t sound like much — but their combined action 
re defines the behavior of water.

The addition of Willard Water concentrate to water is said to change 

water’s molecular structure from a very stable tet rahedron to a chain of 
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water molecules attracted by strong electrostatic bonds to very small 
electrically charged colloidal particles. The result, which its inventor 
called Catalyst Altered Water because it literally alters or changes water, 
penetrates where normal water can’t.

Willard Water was developed in the l960s by John Willard, Ph.D., 
a professor of chemistry at the South Dakota School of Mines. While 
consulting for an oil company, he searched for a way to remove the 
sludge that plagued oil wells. He found it in a for mula he had previously 
developed to remove soot from Pullman railcars.

When diluted to the label instructions, Willard Water is odorless and 
tasteless, yet some owners say their dogs prefer it to plain water.

When Dr. Willard accidentally burned himself, the only water at hand 
was a dilute solution of the sludge-removal formula. To his surprise, 
the treated water immediately eliminated his pain and the burn quickly 
healed without scarring. He began to experiment on himself and his 
family, then asked friends and relatives to try his Catalyst Altered Water. 
Through the 1960s and ‘70s, word spread.

Soon people in South Dakota were using dilute solutions of Willard 
Water to treat burns, sprains, bruises, and other injuries. They added it 
to their drinking water, laundry detergent, shampoo, and bath water.

Farmers, gardeners, and greenhouse operators discovered that 
plants treated with Willard Water needed less fertilizer and had better 
root structure, stronger stems, higher yields, and more foliage, even 
during drought conditions.

Dr. Willard found that farmers consis tently reported improvements 
in cattle within three weeks of switching to Willard Water. Livestock 
raised on Willard Water showed greater resistance to shipping fever. 
a condition caused by the stress of crowded transportation, as well as 
reduced stress during weaning, branding, dehorning, and castration. 
Those on Willard Water recovered faster than control animals.

Pet use
For all animals, Willard Water seems to act as a whole-body tonic. 

That is, it’s safe to use in small amounts for long periods of time, during 
which it apparently helps to bring into bal ance all of the body’s systems.

The following doses have worked well for dogs, but so have other 

concentrations. If you’re experimental, try a little less or more and 
observe your dog’s response.

For best results, use good-quality filtered, bottled, or uncontaminated 



              

water from a reliable source. Reverse-osmosis filtered water is highly 
recommended. Hard water, which contains high concentrations of 
minerals, is supposed to interfere with or slow the action of Willard 
Water.

Willard Water comes in two forms, dark and clear. “1 use the dark 
concentrate,” says Dr. DeHaan, “because it contains lignite and dozens 
of important trace minerals. I’m convinced that those minerals make a 
difference.”

One fluid ounce (2 tablespoons) concentrate per gallon of water is 
the strength recommended for daily human consumption as well as for 
topical application on pets and people. This same strength is a good 
daily drinking water for animals with acute or chronic health problems or 
for any animals during hot weather or times of stress. (Note that these 
recommendations are for Clear Willard Water and Dark XLR-8 Plus 
Willard Water. The greatly diluted Dark XXX product requires 2’/4 times 
the amounts listed here.)

The recommended maintenance water for healthy dogs, cats, cattle, 
and other animals not under stress is far more dilute, such as Y4 ounce 
(¼ tablespoon, or just over 1 teaspoon) concentrate per gallon of water.

Use this solution to fill your dog’s water bowl, which should be 
available at all times. Add it to dry, canned, or raw food. If you include 
grain in your dog’s home-prepared diet, consider soaking it overnight 
in diluted Willard Water to improve digestibility. To increase the grain’s 
nutritional content, drain the jar and leave it open and on its side for a 
day or two. Grind or puree the sprouting grain before adding to food. 
Leftover pureed grain keeps well in the refrigerator for several days.

In her book, Holistic Guide for a Healthy Dog, Wendy Volhard, 
another long time user of Willard Water, recommends adding diluted 
Willard Water to your dog’s drinking water when traveling to keep stress 
levels under control.

“Taking your own supply of drinking water is preferable,” she says, 
“but if that is not possible, use what is available on your trip and add 2 
tablespoons of diluted Willard Water to each bowl, so that your dog is 
not affected by the change.”

Dr. DeHaan’s only caution is to start slowly. He introduces Willard 

Water gradually and in small doses, giving small dogs 1 to 2 
tablespoons of the dilute solution daily, adding it to drinking water or 
food. Medium-sized dogs receive 4 tablespoons per day, and large or 
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giant breeds start with V2 to % cup (4 to 6 ounces).
“Too much too fast can accelerate the detoxification response,” he 

explains. “If your dog gets diarrhea, ease off a little until his system 
catches up.” This temporary symptom is the only adverse side effect Dr. 
DeHaan has seen while treating thousands of dogs with Willard Water.

In Priest River, Idaho, Ralph and Rita Huddleston were distressed 
when their eight-year-old West Highland Terrier, Kramer, stopped acting 
playful and was unable to jump on their laps or into his favorite chair. He 
seemed to suffer from pain and a lack of energy.

“We ourselves have felt so much better since using Willard Water,” 
they say, “that we decided to give it a try for our little friend. His condition 
disappeared as fast as it began, and Kramer is now his old happy-self 
again. He knows when we are drinking our Willard Water and sits at 
our feet begging for a little sip, which we give him out of our hand. Of 
course, he drinks whatever he wants from his water dish.”

Two years ago, Janice Walters of Belen, New Mexico, noticed that 
after us ng Willard Water for a few months, she had more energy and her 
prescription medications seemed to be working better.

She started giving Willard Water to her dogs and cat. “The first thing I 
noticed was they were drinking more water than usual,” she says. “The 
cat has her own bowl, and the dogs share two half-gallon self-watering 
bowls. Previously I had to fill those con tainers every two days. Now 
it’s every day. The dogs got more energetic, and Vixen’s coat started 
looking shiny.”

Vixen, a Golden Retriever! Shepherd-mix, is now 12, and Darby, a 
Lhasa-mix, is 11. “Our new dog~ Chance, is a two-year-old Boxer-mix,” 
she says. “He keeps the girls busy, and they keep up with him.”

Walters, an animal rehabilitation special ist, is vice-president of a local 
rescue group. ~I recommend Willard Water for everyone, but especially 
the dogs,” she says. “I’m convinced it’s one of the best things you can 
give an animal.”

Cancer
Willard Water’s testimonials include many reports about cancer 

patients, including dogs who outlive their prognoses, or, in some cases, 
completely recover.

“Willard Water doesn’t cure cancer,” says Dr. DeHaan, “but it definitely 
supports the cancer patient. It does this in part by improving digestion 
and the assimilation of nutrients, which strengthens immunity.”



              

For canine patients with cancer or other serious illnesses, the 
recommended concentration is the same as the maintenance amount for 
humans, 1 fluid ounce (2 table spoons) concentrate per gallon of water.

Spraying or applying the same dilution to skin cancers is another 
support strategy. Diluted Willard Water can be sprayed or applied to 
any canine tumor or skin growth several times per day. Simply apply 
thoroughly and let dry.  

Any conventional, complementary, or alternative cancer therapy may 
work more efficiently in combination with Willard Water, which seems to 
improve the effec tiveness of many prescription drugs, medicinal herbs, 
and supplements.

Topical application
To use Willard Water topically, dilute 1 teaspoon concentrate in 1 
quart water or use 2 tablespoons per gallon. Use this solution as a 
wash or rinse to clean and treat cuts, burns, wounds, or abrasions. 
Pour it directly on the affected area or use a spray bottle. Re peat the 
application several times per day.

Diluted Willard Water is said to be as effective in reducing pain in 
animals as it is in humans. Spray or apply it to sprains, bruises, trauma 
injuries, arthritic joints, and any area that is swollen or tender.

Wendy Volhard swears by Willard Wa ter as a hot spot treatment. “It 
dries up the inflamed areas overnight.” she says. “I also spray it on cuts 
to stop the bleeding and on insect bites to reduce the swelling and irri-
tation.”

An easy way to treat injured paw pads is to briefly soak the affected 
foot in a bowl or pan of diluted Willard Water, then let it air-dry.

To create a compress, soak a washcloth in the dilute solution and 
hold it in place for several minutes, or secure it with a wrapped towel or 
bandage. Repeat the treatment two or three times per day.

You can increase the effectiveness of any herbal compress or wash 
by brewing the herbal tea in a dilute solution of Willard Water, or simply 
add Y2 teaspoon Willard Water concentrate to each pint (2 cups) of tea. 
You can add ¼  teaspoon Willard Water concentrate to 1 cup 

(8 ounces) of any aromatherapy hydrosol (See “Essential In formation,” 
January 2005) to make the hydrosol more effective. Spray the treated 
hydrosol full-strength or add a teaspoon or a tablespoon to your dog’s 
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drinking water.
To improve your dog’s coat, spray it with diluted Willard Water or 

treated hydrosol before brushing or grooming. Willard Wa ter helps 
prevent dander, freshens the coat, and helps most dogs smell better.

Increase the effectiveness of your dog’s shampoo by mixing ¼  cup 
shampoo with I cup diluted Willard Water. According to users who 
reported their results to Dr. Willard, this actually helps calm excitable or 
nervous show animals.

Use this mixture to scrub, rinse, reapply, and rinse again. If you use 
a conditioner, which may no longer be necessary, mix it at the same 
proportions. Finish with a final rinse of dilute Willard Water solution, an 
herbal tea made with diluted Willard Wa ter, or a solution of 1 tablespoon 
hydrosol in 1 quart diluted Willard Water. A caution for 

humans: Willard Water added to shampoo, conditioner, or rinse water 
has stripped color from some dyed hair.

To treat any eye condition, spray diluted Willard Water directly into 
the dog’s eye. Willard Water helps clear up conjunctivitis and other 
infections, and it’s an effective first-aid rinse for the removal of debris. 
Clear Willard Water concentrate is usually recommended for use in the 
eyes, but many users report excellent results from rinsing or spraying 
eyes with dark Willard Water solutions. If desired, add a pinch of 
unrefined sea salt to make the solution slightly salty. Tears are saline, 
and adding a small amount of salt makes the solution more comfortable.

Whenever you brush your dog’s teeth or give her a tooth-cleaning 
rope toy to chew on, spray the toothbrush or toy with diluted Willard 
Water.

Diluted Willard Water can be used as an ear cleaner, too. Or you can 
add a few drops of full-strength concentrate to any liquid ear cleaner. 
Willard Water helps the solution reach farther and loosen wax and 
debris.

Cleaning green
In addition to adding Willard Water to sham poos and conditioners, 

you can add it to any soap or cleanser, making housecleaning a safe, 
pet-friendly activity.

In 1991, shortly before Dr. Willard’s death at age 84, I corresponded 
with him about Willard Water’s effect on chlorine. He confirmed that 



              

extensive laboratory testing proved that small amounts of Willard Wa ter 
neutralize or destroy chlorine. In fact, he warned against adding Willard 
Water to any load of laundry using chlorine bleach. “The bleach won’t 
work,” he said.

In reply to my questions about whether Willard Water concentrate 
would help preserve raw milk, he recommended adding 1 ounce per 
gallon. “We discovered this with an old Swiss cheese maker. Milk tastes 
richer and keeps fresh longer. You can do the same with raw juices.” *

A long-time contributor to WDJ and author of The Encyclopedia of 
Natural Pet Care, Natural Remedies for Dogs & Cats, and other books, 
CfPuotinen lives in New York with her husband, a Lab, and a tabby cat.

WHAT YOU CAN DO...

* Get a free sample and try this versatile product.
* Add it to your dog’s drinking water and food; this is 

said to result in improved digestion, behavior, and 
performance.

* Spray it on cuts, abrasions, sprains, bruises, and other 
injuries.

* Mix it with your dog’s shampoo for an improved coat. 
Spray and brush for between-bath grooming.

About the product
Willard Water has gone by many names over the years: Catalyst 

Altered Water, CAW Water, Carbonaceous Activated Water, Lignite 
Activated Water, LA Water, Dr. Willard’s Water. and Real Willard Water.

Three versions of Willard Water are sold today: Clear, Dark 
XLR-8 Plus, and Dark XXX The Dark XLR-8 Plus contains higher 
concentrations of trace minerals and nutrients than the Clear 
concentrate because of its added lignite. Dark XXX Willard Water is less 
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 expensive (but costs more to ship) because it is greatly diluted, 
requiring 2¾ times the amounts listed  here to match the desired 
concentrations.

Willard Water is sold in plastic bottles. Dr. Willard recommended that 
the concentrate not be stored in glass because its long-term storage 
actually weakens glass and causes it to break.

Dr. Willard received over 20 patents on Willard Water, then spent 
his remaining years fighting patent infnngers, including those who 
diluted and repackaged the extract. The original full-strength Willard 
Water is available from Nutrition Coalition in Fargo, North Dakota, 
which has a generous “give it a try” offer for new users. To receive a 
free 4-ounce bottle of Dark XLR-8 Plus Willard Water, which makes 4 
gallons of diluted Willard Water at the normal strength or 8 gallons at 
the recommended pet maintenance strength, pay $5.85 shipping and 
handling. Clear Willard Water is available at slightly lower prices.

To order any of these special offers, call Nutrition Coalition at (800) 
447-4793 or (218) 236-9783, specify clear or dark, and mention that you 
read about Willard Water in WDJ.

Whole Dog Journal, May 2006

Pets instinctively hide pain and illness. Be aware of warning signs 
so that you can prevent an unhappy ending.

The best way to notice these signs is to observe and keep a diary 
of what is normal for your dog. Then watch for symptoms that 
could signal a serious illness — sudden changes in behavior, 
appetite, or thirst, and changes in frequency of urination. Become 
familiar with any breed-specific health conditions. Take your dog 
to the vet if you notice an increase in breathing rate, unexplained 
weight loss, unsteady walking, or gums that have turned white, 
gray, blue, or yellow.

**********************************************************

**********************************************************



              

       The Cow Palace Show in 2007 . . . 

Gail Hawksworth has proposed an old idea in new clothes (or 
cloth!...),  for those of you who show in conformation.

She would like the club to get behind her plan to present the club 
members  as a unified group at next year’s Golden Gate Kennel Show at the 
Cow Palace.

For those who do not know, this is a benched show where the 
dogs are placed on a raised, padded and decorated platform so that they 
can meet-n-greet the public. Provided this is carefully managed so that the 
hounds aren’t over-exposed, it is an ideal situation in which to have your IW 
demonstrate his/her superiority as the King of Dogs, Dog of Kings ... this 
goes on for the two days of the show, though many of us also arrive on the 
Friday to perform the set up of our individual displays.

Frank Christian and the others do a fantastic job of their display 
designs. For those that wish to participate in the proposed new scheme, 
all of the booths would be decorated with similar coloured base and wall 
material including some sort of over-arching Club-logo/name backdrop.  
The individual kennels would then have their displays as a design within the 
larger design.  Instead of having a single, tiny booth promoting the Club’s 
activities (as we did this past year - very successfully, I might add - we won 
Best Display and $ 100 !), we would distribute the work to those kennels for 
which it is appropriate.

By this, Gail means that a kennel known for its Lure Coursing 
hounds will display photos, etc that reflect that. A kennel which often 
attends the hiking/camping activity will show a display of that, and so on 
...  the only caveat is that no representations of hounds appearing in AKC 
competitions can be allowed, most especially if accompanied by awards !

By the way - this whole experience is a lot of fun (though 
exhausting too), and I thoroughly encourage you to consider attending.

Chris Thompson/ Aka  Gail Hawksworth

***************************************************************
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Dear Friends,

 Our wonderful, gentle Ghillie
 left us on May 10th.

His spine finally betrayed him 
completely and he could no longer

 walk without falling.

Our vet came to the house and he passed 
away with his head in my lap.  We will 
miss him so much.  We are very glad we 
had a portrait of him done a few weeks 
before his death so we will have a lovely 

momento of him.

Please feel free to visit us in St. Helena 
with your dogs.  We will need a lot 

of Wolfie “fixes”.

 Mary & Ron Sproat



    

August 5, 2006  Richmond Dog Fanciers - Dixon
August 6, 2006  Richmond Dog Fanciers -Dixon
August 12, 2006  ASFA Coursing - MBCA - Paicines
August 13, 2006  ASFA Coursing - PHFNC - Paicines
August 26, 2006  NCIWC Meeting - Sebastopol
August 26, 2006  Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club - Sonora
August 27, 2006  Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club - Sonora

September 2, 2006 Gold Country KC - Grass Valley
September 3, 2006 Gold Country KC - Grass Valley
September 4, 2006 ASFA Coursing - NCWC - Livermore
September 9, 2006 Redwood Empire KC - Petaluma
September 10, 2006 Redwood Empire KC - Petaluma
September 14, 15, 16, 2006 - NCIWC 25th Specialty - Petaluma
September 17, 2006 Sir Francis Drake KC - San Rafael
September 23, 2006 ASFA Coursing - SSIH - Wheatland
September 24, 2006 ASFA Coursing - SSIH- Wheatland
September 30, 2006 Bonanza KC - Carson City, NV
September 30, 2006 ASFA Coursing - Regional - Paicines

October 1, 2006  Bonanza KC - Carson City, NV
October 7, 2006  Donner Trail KC - Roseville
October 8, 2006  Donner Trail KC - Roseville
October 14, 2006  Two Cities KC - Yuba City
October 15, 2006  Two Cities KC - Yuba City
October 22, 2006  Del Valle Dog Club - Pleasanton
October 23, 2006  Del Valle Dog Club - Pleasanton
October 28, 2006  Sacramento Dog Fanciers - Dixon
October 29, 2006  Sacramento Dog Fanciers - Dixon

Check with ChrisThompson for updated NOFCA events    truebrit@napanet.net
           Check with Robin Burchett for updated ASFA events    toryiw@jps.net

         

NCIWC  CALENDAR



                                    

        


