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Hi all !

As we sit here contemplating the beginning of a new season of being 
with our hounds, I want to suggest that we relax back into our chairs 
and think a little about where we would like to see the breed in, say, 
fifty, or more, years time ...

What do we expect it to look like ? What will be the current fad to 
which we all aspire ? Will it be merely a cyclical item of fashion that 
arrests our attention once again, or will the breed have undergone 
some major change or changes ? It has happened before ... for 
instance, we have all seen the marked differences between the early 
examples in some of the historical depictions and those we love today. 
Of course, much rests on any given interpretation of the breed 
Standard ... keep in mind that those varied interpretations, within type, 
are what make the breed vital and prosperous - breeding only to The 
One Perfect Wolfhound would soon result in a very weak gene pool 
indeed.

Try to remember this if you are tempted, as many of us may be, to 
think that so-and-so has poor Irish Wolfhounds ... something in their 
branch of the gene pool may be just what is needed to make the breed 
even more close to perfect as may be !

Chris Thompson
and The Hounds of Eirinn
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Email Changes:
Ed Powers & Cathy Lursen   questiw@earthlink.net

BRAGS:
Jaime Quevedo & Maxine Levy’s Greyhound, Chacho (also known as 

Macho Man), achieved First Place on his second try at open field cours-
ing mixed hunt.

CONGRATS to Jaime, Maxine & Chacho !

The Irish Wolfhounds did quite well at the Cow Palace benched show the 
end of January.  On Saturday, Jude (owned by Marilyn & Greg Shaw) 

won Best Of Breed and then won Second Place in the Hound Group.  On 
Sunday, Brolie (owned by Michael & Marcia Walsh & Linda Souza & 

Jamie Souza-Bartlett)  won Best of Breed and then won First Place in the 
Hound Group.

Congratulations to all of the above !

NCIWC needs ideas for fund raising - our club wants to continue to offer 
fun events plus a great Specialty.  If you have ANY ideas that might be a 

money-maker, please let us know.

NCIWC is forming a committee to work on the Decade Book.  We need 
volunteers to help create another great issue.  If you have ideas or time, 
please let Frank Christian  (fwc@nowusa.com) or Robin Burchett (to-

ryiw@jps.net) know.

HELP  NEEDED:
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The following is the recommendation of the NCIWC Nominating 
Committee:

     President - Carol Gabriel

    Vice President - Lori Finucane

    Secretary - Chris Thompson

    Treasurer - Jane Schluter

     Directors - Lynne Rosebrock, Mary Sharkey and Marsha Walsh

     Continuing in office: Ann Gould & Maxine Levy

It is also the recommendation of the committee that the position of 
Membership Chairman be given to Bugle Editor, Robin Burchett

 In the words of committee member, Cheryl Rice,

“The suggested slate seems to meet all the requirements suggested 
in the file of e-mails forwarded to me for my perusal.  The choices 
meet the requirements of the Constitution and By-laws, as well as the 
demands of balance, experience , newness,  and job-load.  It gives some 
who  have  had the heavy jobs a bit of a break without distancing them 
from advisory positions and meets the criteria of dividing the VP and 
Membership responsibilities.  Making Chris Sec’y and Show Chair 
makes sense as he will need to keep track of all the correspondence 
for that job anyway—might be time for the club to put a “guidebook” 
for show committees together and who better to hold the master copy 
than the sec’y.  Robin as Bugle Editor and Membership makes sense 
too as the membership list works hand in hand with the mailing and the 
quickest feedback on change of address is a returned newsletter.”

 

Lynne Rosebrock, chairman

Kay Paz, Cathy Powers and Cheryl Rice 
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Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club
Ice Cream Social 

November 18, 2006
Fair Oaks, California

This was to be our first outing with the Northern California Irish 
Wolfhound Club.  Billed as an Ice Cream Social despite the cool 
weather, my wife and I were nervous about the usual things: meeting 
new people and how our new puppy, not quite four months old, was 
going to deal with any number of adult hounds and people as well as 
the offspring of both species.  

We were familiar with the gathering’s venue, the dog park in 
Fair Oaks is the pride of the dog smitten public in the area and is, 
therefore, very familiar to us who live only a few blocks away.  Our 
puppy, Jack (Black Knight of Kerryarc) was preceded by two earlier 
Irish Wolfhounds in our lives.  But we had never participated in any 
group activities with other Wolfhounds before.

As we left our car in the parking lot and walked with Jack towards 
the park we were enthusiastically approached by a couple being led 
by a lovely auburn haired Irish Setter.  The man spoke to us, “Is 
that what I think it is?  That’s an Irish Wolfhound Puppy, isn’t it?  
I’ve only seen two (Irish Wolfhounds) in my whole life before today.  
There’s a whole field of ‘em over there.”  

He scratched Jack’s head with great good humor and wished us 
well on our outing.  Neither Debbie nor I had said a word, but our 
excitement and our nervousness grew.  It needn’t have!

The party had started about a half hour before we got there.  We 
entered the area reserved for the Social and were immediately 
greeted by Carol Jones, our Hostess, who introduced us around to 
both dogs and humans (humans first with associated hounds) and we 
were, just as immediately, at home.  We needn’t have worried about 
Jack either.  He took off at a trot towards a clutch of great hounds 
and made his own introductions in the proscribed manner; was 
accepted as a member of this impromptu pack; and began to play.  
What a great time we all had.



              

The Fair Oaks Dog Park is composed of three fields which, like the 
three bears, are really big, not-so-big, and pretty small.  Dogs are 
relegated to one of these fields by a combination of size and age.  
We took up the big field, so other visitors shared the remaining 
two fields.  What was noticeable to everyone there, in all three of 
these fields, was that the two smaller fields were filled with yapping, 
barking, yowling animals in various stages of socialization or none.  
There were fights as well as playing.  In stark contrast, the field 
inhabited by the Irish Wolfhounds was filled with silence.  The 
hounds and their people made up one large pack which intermingled 
with affection, happy playing, and conversation.  There were no 
fights.  There was no unsocial discord.  This was a happy gathering 
of people and animals made more so by our hostess Carol and 
her husband, Ken who organized the whole shebang and were 
accompanied by their hounds, Reilly, Sandy and Caoilainn.  People 
and hounds gathered at one end of the field in chairs, on mats, and 
occasionally in X-pens when unencumbered rest was called for, and 
foraged out now and then for a run, a little play time, or to chat 
about up coming IW activities.  

My wife Debbie and I made new friends, and we were aware that 
others of both the people and IW species were doing the same, or 
were reaffirming established friendships.  Robin and Terry Burchett 
were there with Deion and the beautiful baby Bryne who was only 
a few days older that our Jack.  They were wonderful to talk to and 
enthusiastically told us about lure coursing.  We missed talking to 
Alan Schluter who was there with his hounds, Katey, Clarie and 
Lilly, but Jack met them all and numbers them among his more 
mature friends; I know, he told me so.  Denise and Dan Ricci with 
Fionghan, Karen and Bob Beeler with their daughter Dorinda, a 
gorgeous blond colleen were there with their hounds Blue and Ted 
(Ted won the Veteran Hound Rosette); Karen LoPresti and Richard 
Boulanger and Lisa were there with Hale and Caradoc; and Corey 
and Jim Williams attended with Kilaney.  Wayne Colby and his 
lovely wife Heather were there with Wabbitt and filled us in on 
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camping with the hounds (Wabbit and the Colby’s won the 
Longest Drive Rosette – and we’re not talking golf here folks…
they drove 170 miles to get ice cream in November).  We’re going 
to try it (Camping not driving 170 miles for ice cream), sounds like 
marvelous fun.  

We spent time with Bill and Cathy Kastner and their hound 
Sammy, a real stunner at five months, and vowed to get together for 
independent fun.  Mike came with his son, Harrison, and their dog, 
Rio.  There were even guests, humans without benefit of hounds, Bob 
Wilson, Scott and Tamara Hall, Issac, Josie and baby Owen, there 
to get their Irish Wolfhound fix.  Every hound won a prize.  Every 
hound and every human had ice cream.  Everybody had a wonderful 
time.  

There were 18 hounds and 29 humans at this gathering.  Not all 
had arrived when the man with the Irish Setter came running up to 
us at the beginning of our day.  It was a sight, this gathering of the 
hounds, and I’m not surprised that he was impressed by it.  These 
great, huge, yet gentle beasts that move through their all-too-short 
lives with such dignity and power.  We are blessed to be allowed 
among them and to be known to them as friend.  We humans who 
love the breed are kindred spirits, instant comrades through this 
awesome shared experience.  

Thank you all for welcoming us to the pack.  We look forward to 
many future gatherings.

A big THANK YOU goes to Ken & Carol Jones for offering this event, 
and to Carol Jones, Bob Wilson & Denise Ricci for the great photos !
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MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS
SAINT  PATRICK’S  DAY  ACTIVITIES

Saturday & Sunday, March 10th & 11th, 2007
Calaveras Celtic Faire
Frogtown Fairgrounds in Angelse Camp
Opens at 10:00 am
Contact Jackie Barnett for tickets and information
(209) 296-5383        tintern@volcano,net

Saturday, March 17th, 2007
San Francisco’s Saint Patrick’s Day Parade
Contact Carol Gabriel for information
(707) 794-8998        KGabriel38@comcast.net

Saturday, March 17th, 2007
Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Contact Robin Burchett for information
(925) 689-9765        toryiw@jps.net

The above events include our great hounds - so come, join us for a 
great time celebrating being Irish !
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The club is looking for places to take our dogs for visiting, such as 
hospitals, retirement communities, day care facilities, schools   If 
you know of any place that would like to have Irish Wolfhounds visit, 
please contact a board member.  Please help – we have interested 
people, happy hounds and club insurance - all we need is
a place to go.

Frank Christian
fwc@nowusa.com
(925) 437-3422

If you need a pet sitter, be sure to check out www.preferred-
petsitting.com   

It is a very handy website and enables you not only to find a 
credited pet sitter, but to leave crucial details for your sitter.

If anyone would like a current club membership list, please 
let Robin Burchett know.  The list can be sent by snail mail, 
or email (excel).  Robin can be reached at (925) 689-9765 or   
toryiw@jps.net

******************************************************

******************************************************

******************************************************

News Page

SPECIALTY  2007  NEWS

Megan Thompson has informed the Board that she would like to take a break 
from being the NCIWC Trophy Chair.  A volunteer is needed to fill her shoes, 
so if you have always hankered after filling Megan’s shoes (!) then this is the 
chance you’ve been waiting for !!!

Please contact her at irishmeg@napanet.net (707) 965-1531 for more details.

The NCIWC Board recently approved Chris Thompson as the 2007 Specialty 
Show Chair. Chris looks forward to working with all those willing and able 
to give of their time to make our Specialty the very special event which it has 
become ...

Parenthetically, Chris has also announced his stepping aside from the 
Presidency in June, believing as he does that new blood has to be regularly 
brought on board if the club is to remain a vital and energetic conduit for 
enjoyment of this wonderful breed of galloping hound.



              

The Gathering of The Cu     December 2,  2006     Toro Park, Salinas

Judge:  Joan Trifeletti

4-6 Month Puppy Dog

5 Mysham Edoc’sil of Redwall 
   1st  Brdr: Carson Collier & Mandy Tyler
 Winterdream Montana  X  Ch. Kerryarc Karat of Eagle
 Owners:  Gail Hawksworth & Carson Collier

7 Eirinn’s Liam of Limerick
   2nd  Brdr:  Chris & Megan Thompson
  Ch. Taryn Tate of Limerick, SC X  Ch. Eirinn’s Or of Kaelyn, JC
  Owners:  Chris & Megan Thompson

6-9 Month Puppy Dog

11 Applearbor Kyle of Tara Heights 
   2nd  Brdr: Mike Luba & AggieTara-Curtis 
 Destiny Shamus 0’ Tara X Applearbor Colleen O’Tara
 Owners:  Aggie Tara Curtis & Mike Luba

13 Applearbor Devlin 0’ Tara 
   1st  Brdr: Mike Luba, and Aggie Tara-Curtis
 Destiny Shamus 0’ Tara X Applearbor Colleen O’Tara
 Owners:  Mike Luba & Aggie Tara Curtis & Tammy Tollocox

15 Applearbor Bronntanas O’Tara
   3rd  Brdr: Mike Luba, and Aggie Tara-Curtis
 Destiny Shamus 0’ Tara X Applearbor Colleen O’Tara
 Owners:  Kathy Derby & Mike Luba 

9-12 Month Puppy Dog

17 Dunmadadh Ellington
   2nd  Brdr: Patricia Cobb
 Aus.Ch. Tirowen Sirius X Ch. Dunmadadh Fitzarran Dalviada
 Owners:  Patricia Cobb
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19 Carroy Feargus MacTate
   1st  Brdr: Rosebrock, Lynne & Dick Rosebrock
 Ch. Taryn Tate of Limerick, SC X Ch. Carroy Roonagh O’Donovan 
 Owners:  Dick & Lynne Rosebrock

2-4 Month Puppy Bitch  (none entered)

4-6 Month Puppy Bitch

6 Kaelyn’s Trinity at Knightwind 
   4th  Brdr: Kathy Smith & Mo & Deborah Aiken
 Kaelyn’s McCord O’Barragwynn X  Kaelyn’s Piccadilly Eva

 Owners:  Chuck & Arline Stockham

8 Eirinn’s Arwen of Limerick 
 Brdr:  Chris & Megan Thompson
 Ch. Taryn Tate of Limerick, SC X Ch. Eirinn’s Or of Kaelyn, JC

 Owners:  Don  DaRosa & Cecilia Vasquez

  10 Erinn’s Bryne McTate of Tory
   1st  Brdr:  Chris & Megan Thompson
 Ch. Taryn Tate of Limerick, SC X Ch. Eirinn’s Or of Kaelyn, JC

 Owners:  Terry & Robin Burchett

12 Eirinn’s Rafiki of Limerick 
   3rd  Brdr:  Chris & Megan Thompson
 Ch. Taryn Tate of Limerick, SC X Ch. Eirinn’s Or of Kaelyn, JC

 Owners:   Chris & Megan Thompson

14 Ulvsholms Jordana 
   Abs Brdr:  Jette Holm Jensen
 Ulvsholms Golden Gruff X Ulvsholms Edana

 Owners:  Mary Foor-Eitreim

16 Zajacz’s Addicted to Love of Kerryarc 
   Abs Brdr: Carla Zayac & Mandy Tyler
 Kerryarc Burning Man X Kerryarc Karoline of Eagle

 Owners:  Carla Zayac



              

4-6 Month Puppy Bitch

  2 Kaelyn Irish Rose Of Barragwynn
   2nd  Brdr: Kathy Smith
 Kaelyn McCord X Kaelyn Picadilly Eva
 Owners:   Kathy Smith & Mo Aiken

  54 Kaelyn Bryndell
 Brdr: Kathy Smith
 Kaelyn McCord X Kaelyn Picadilly Eva
 Owners:   Kathy Smith & Mo  & Deborah Aiken

  6-9 Puppy Bitch

  20 Applearbor Chloe O’Tara
   1st  Brdr:  Mike Luba & Aggie Tara-Curtis
 Destiny Shamus O’Tara X Applearbor Colleen O’Tara
 Owners:  Mike Luba & Aggie Tara-Curtis

  22 Applearbor Siobhan O’Tara
   3rd  Brdr:  Mike Luba & Aggie Tara-Curtis
 Destiny Shamus O’Tara X Applearbor Colleen O’Tara
 Owners:  Mike Luba & Aggie Tara-Curtis

  30 Carroy Feileacan MacTate
   2nd  Brdr:  Lynne & Dick Rosebrock
 Ch. Taryn Tate Of Limerick, SC X Ch. Carroy Roonagh 

O’Donovan
 Owners:  Dick & Lynne Rosebrock

  9-12 Puppy Bitch

  26 Dunmadadh Epiphany
   2nd  Brdr:  Patricia Cobb
 Aus Ch. Tirowen Sirius X Ch. Dunmadadh Fitzarran Dalviada
 Owners:  Patricia Cobb
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  28 Manasota Hope Of Paladin
   1st  Brdr:  John & Kay Paz & Mike Verble
 Ch. Fleetwind Gordon X Absolut Meritage Of Manasota
 Owners:  John & Kay Paz & Lois Thomasson

  BEST PUPPY –  (13) Applearbor Devlin 0’ Tara 

  BEST OPPOSITE SEX PUPPY -  (10) Erinn’s Bryne McTate of Tory

Novice Dog

27 Carroy Bram O’Brogan 
   2nd  Brdr:   Lynne Rosebrock & Fleetwind Kennel 
 Ch. Oxmoon Brogan of Limerick X Ch. Carroy Rosie O’Guinness
 Owners:  Kay Browne

29 Kenyon’s McRuane
   1st  Brdr:   Kathleen Kenyon, DVM
 Destiny Kenyon Ruane McRick X Destiny Kenyon Talshaya   
 McHart             Owners:  Lois Polson

Bred By Exhibitor Dog

33 Gabriels Konan 
   1st  Brdr: Gabriel, Carol
  Ch. Gabriels Ian of Hounds Reach X Ch. Gabriels Greta of    
 Oxmoon    Owners:  Carol Gabriel

Open Dog

  37 AvonIea’s Justin Tyme 
    Abs Brdr: Robert Eitreim & Mary Foor-Eitreim
 Ch. Avonlea’s Youngblood Hawk X Avonlea’s Alyson of Eagle
 Owners:  Mary Foor-Eitreim



              

   39 Mysham Fireloard Of Kerryarc
   1st  Brdr:  Mandy Tyler, Doug Marx & Amy Benjamin
 Ch. Kerryarc Bodhran Of Eagle X Wolftone Flemish Beauty
 Owners:  Gail Hawksworth

  41 Fiach Gan Eagla Of Glen
   2nd  Brdr:  Arlene Collins
 McDat’s Matthias O’Finn X McDat’s Lady Macayla
 Owners:  Daniel Byrnes

12-18 Month Bitch

36 Fleetwind Killykeen Clodagh 
   Abs Brdr:   Mike & Lori Walker
 Ch. Fleetwind Gordon X Killykeen Roxy
 Owners:   Lois Thomasson 

Novice Bitch  (none entered)

Bred By Exhibitor Bitch
44 Tintern’s Copar 
   2nd  Brdr:  Jackie Barnett & Marilyn Shaw
 Ch. Castlemaine’s Paso Doble X Castlemaine’s Mills of Tintem
 Owners:  Jackie & Gary Barnett

46 Gabriels Kelly 
   1st  Brdr: Gabriel, Carol
 Ch. Gabriels Ian of Hounds Reach X Ch. Gabriels Greta of 
Oxmoon
 Owners:  Carol Gabriel

Open Bitch

50 Kerryarc Game Piece of Aerie 
   2nd  Brdr:   Doug Marx & Amy Benjamin
 Viceconsul of Aerie X Ch. Giggles Aerie of Eagle
 Owners:  Gail Hawksworth & Chandler Tyler
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52 Gabriel’s Kaitlin Mericlare
   1st  Brdr:  Carol Gabriel
 Ch. Gabriel’s Ian Of Hounds Reach X Gabriel’s Greta of Oxmoon
 Owners:  Kim & Phil Morris

BEST ADULT – (52) Gabriel’s Kaitlin Mericlare

BEST OPPOSITE SEX ADULT (33) Gabriels Konan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Special Classes – Judged by Mary Foor-Eitreim

 BEST HEAD (DOG)  Mysham Fireloard Of Kerryarc

 BEST TYPE (DOG)  Applearbor Devlin 0’ Tara 

 BEST MOVEMENT  Carroy Feileacan MacTate

 BEST FOREQUARTER  Gabriels Konan

 BEST HEAD (BITCH)  Kerryarc Game Piece of Aerie

 



              

The whimiscal trophies made by Carol Gabriel
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Best Puppy
Applearbor Devlin O’Tara

Owners:  Mike Luba, Aggie Tara-Curtis & Tammy Tollocox

Best Of Opposite Sex Puppy
Erinn’s Bryne McTate Of Tory

Owners:  Terry & Robin Burchett



              

Best Adult
Gabriel’s Kaitlin Mericlare

Owners:  Kim & Phil Morris

Best Of Opposite Sex Adult
Gabriels Konan

Owner:  Carol Gabriel
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Best Deerhound at the Cu
Wicked Purple Nightshade

Owner:  Billie Zinser



              

LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE

AOIFA – loved & living with Mary Sharkey

It’s hard to narrow down all the reasons why Aiofa is the 
Light Of My Life.  I’ll tell you a little about her and you 
can decide for yourself.  Aoifa came to me at age five thru 
rescue because her dad was an Irish Wolfhound and her mom 
a German Shepherd.  For these five years, she’d been made 
nearly deaf and her coat shaved.  Thru much love and help thru 
many good friends, Aoifa has bloomed into the (almost) seven 
year young hound she is today.  Her hearing is nearly restored, 
and her coat is full and rich.  Aoifa’s personal motto is “I’m 
pretty . . . what do you do?”  She’s very playful and can take 
a toy from her brothers with just a look – causing them to 
literally hand the toy over to her, and leaving them to wonder, 
“What just happened?”

Aoifa is the Light Of My Life and has brought much joy and 
many new friends into our lives.  Thank you for the opportunity 
to introduce her to you.
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LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE

ROSIE – loved & living with Dick & Lynne Rosebrock

In 36 years of being owned by IW’s , Rosie’s story of “being 
the one” is unique.  When Rosie was four months of age, 
we lost her mom, Rua.  It was like Rua’s spirit entered her 
puppy’s body.  Rosie was always a wise old soul, even in a puppy 
package.  She is the only Wolfhound I’ve ever had to easily 
scale a six foot fence – not to run away, but to look for me.  

The horrible three weeks when she was missing was the worst 
experience ever.  Nothing prior in this “heartbreak breed” 
could have prepared us for that.  Having her back as the 
grand matriarch she is, and watching me, her children and 
grandchildren develop, lights our lives.



              

LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE

SHADE – loved & living with Billie Zinser

It is 6:00 a.m.  I’m awake, cozy in my bed, and not ready to 
get up.  But I do.  The dogs need their morning walk, and I 
will have to get to work after.  So I reluctantly drag myself 
up, dress, and put on my hiking boots.  By now I’m awake.  The 
dogs are as well, and running up the stairs after me.  They 
jump into the DUV (Deerhound Utility Vehicle) for the short 
trip to the regional park where we can hike for three to four 
miles through a wilderness watershed as beautiful as Yosemite 
just a few minutes from the house.  When I stand on top of 
a wooded hill, looking over the valleys below, searching for 
hawks and eagles that hunt in the fields all around, and watch 
the dogs gleefully chase through the grass and trees, I know I 
would never do this but for the dogs, and I also know – this is 
without doubt the best part of the day.

SHADE – loved & living with Billie Zinser

It is 6:00 a.m.  I’m awake, cozy in my bed, and not ready to get up.  But 
I do.  The dogs need their morning walk, and I will have to get to work 
after.  So I reluctantly drag myself up, dress, and put on my hiking 
boots.  By now I’m awake.  The dogs are as well, and running up the 
stairs after me.  They jump into the DUV (Deerhound Utility Vehicle) 
for the short trip to the regional park where we can hike for three to 
four miles through a wilderness watershed as beautiful as Yosemite 
just a few minutes from the house.  When I stand on top of a wooded 
hill, looking over the valleys below, searching for hawks and eagles 
that hunt in the fields all around, and watch the dogs gleefully chase 
through the grass and trees, I know I would never do this but for the 
dogs, and I also know – this is without doubt the best part of the day.
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TINTERN’S MAC MIC – loved & living with Gary & Jackie 
Barnett

He’s called Tres because he was the third born.  He’s a very 
special boy cause when he was twelve weeks old, some kind of 
virus attacked him and most of the vets gave him a very small 
chance of living.  They said if he lived, he’d never walk – they 
were partly right – he runs everywhere !  We tell everyone his 
slow speed got broken.  Tres went from living in a crib in our 
living room to exercising in his own pool, and then to therapy 
in his own hot tub.  Thanks to his love of life and the care of 
some special vets who didn’t give up on him, Tres now runs in 
his yard with his brother, and sometimes beats him.  He loves 
all animals and every person he meets.  As the sign on our 
front door says “CAUTION – DOG CAN’T HOLD HIS LIKKER ! 

LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE



              

LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE

HALE -  loved & living with Karen LoPresti & Richard Boulanger

You came into our lives quite unexpected, as a companion to 
our Finni.

You were that, and became so much more.  You are our friend, 
companion, snugglebug, and goofball.

It has been an honor to watch you find your puppyhood, and a 
delight to see you enjoy yourself and just be a dog.

We love you !
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CARADOC - loved & living with Karen LoPresti & Richard 
Boulanger

Thank you for choosing to stay.  We love you !

LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE



              

LIGHT  OF  MY  LIFE

     Since Don was just a little boy he dreamed about the day 
he would own a wolfhound.  He can tell you about seeing his 
first wolfhound at a customers house, and then spending years 
researching and studying the breed and waiting for the right 
time to make his dream come true......
     It has now been just 2 months since we brought Arwen 
home and she has already stolen our hearts.  She wakes us 
up in the morning with little rumbles in her throat.  When we 
open her crate she jumps into our arms giving us a complete 
face-wash.  There are times when we can look deep into her 
eyes with her looking back into ours and although we feel she 
can see how much we love and care for her, in those moments, 
we feel she is telling us the same.  If we ever sit on the floor 
she always makes it a point to come over and give us a hug and 
kiss.  (The only dog we have ever had that actually “hugs”).  
Although it has proven challenging (the puppy months), we 
feel blessed to have her and we know that for the rest 
of our lives we will always have a wolfhound in our home, 
although Arwen will always have a special place in our hearts.   
 

ARWEN - loved & living with Don DaRosa & Cecilia Vasquez
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The lure practice



              

NOFCA  REPORT:

Results of the IW breed h*nt on 17th December, 2006 :

Judged by Al Crume and h*ntmastered by Frank Christian.
Five IWs entered, five slipped.  Finished on finals.

1. Chelise Powers/Lursen 
2. Lyric Burchett 
3. Bodie Powers/Lursen
4. Valli Christian 
5. Kira Burchett

Well done all !!!

Results of the IW breed h*nt on 26th December, 2006 :

Judged by Al Crume and h*ntmastered by Frank Christian.
Six IWs entered, six slipped.  Finished on finals.

1. Chelise Powers/Lursen IW127M
2. Bodie Powers/Lursen IW124M
3. Lyric Burchett IW129M
4. Declan Thompson IW128M
5. Valli Christian IW108M

Just along for the view was Ower Thompson

Well done all !!!

Results of the IW breed h*nt on 13th January, 2007 :

Judged by Frank Morales and h*ntmastered by Frank Christian.
Five IWs entered, five slipped.  Finished on finals.

1. Bodie Powers/Lursen IW124M
2. Chelise Powers/Lursen IW127M
2. Declan Thompson IW128M
4. Lyric Burchett IW129M
5. Aden Thompson IW112M

Chris Thompson
NCIWC

and the Hounds of Eirinn
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Our Class of ’06,

       Ch. Kerryarc Baccarat of Eagle ( Ch. Kerryarc San Juan 
Capistrano x Ch. Kerryarc Bacall of Eagle ) co-bred with Samuel 
Evans Ewing 3rd.  

      Ch. Kerryarc Brocade of Eagle ( Ch. Kerryarc Rules of the Game 
x Ch. Kerryarc Bacall of Eagle ) co-bred with Samuel Evans Ewing 
3rd. Co-owned with Alan and Jane Schluter. Shown to her first 6pts, 
including a 4pt. major, by Sam Collier.

      Ch. Kerryarc Faberge of Taryn ( SBIS Ch. Kerryarc Bodhran of 
Eagle x Wolftone Flemish Beauty )co-bred with Doug Marx and Amy 
Benjamin. Owned and shown by Taryn Irish Wolfhounds.

      Ch. Kerryarc Fargo of Taryn ( Ch. Kerryarc Cartier of Eagle 
x Wolftone Flemish Beauty ) Co-bred with Doug Marx and Amy 
Benjamin. Owned and shown by Taryn Irish Wolfhounds.

      Ch. Kerryarc Komment of Eagle ( Ch. Kerryarc Cartier of Eagle x 
Ch. Erinwood Kea of Eagle) Komment becomes the 7th champion from 
this litter and Kea’s 11th champion overall.

      Ch. Kerryarc Viveza of Taryn ( Ch. Kerryarc Cartier of Eagle x Ch. 
Kerryarc V.V. S.I. ) Co-bred with Melanie Masino-Uva. Owned and 
shown by Taryn Irish Wolfhounds.

        Kerryarc Bodacious Quest, RN, JC (Ch. Kerryarc Kruggerand Of 
Eagle x Avonlea’s Ruanna Of Kerryarc) owned and handled by Ed 
Powers & Cathy Lursen

        Ch. Kerryarc Kira Of Tory, RN (Ch. Kerryarc Cartier Of Eagle 
X Ch Erinwood Kea Of Eagle) owned and handled by Terry & Robin 
Burchett.
                                   
                            CONGRATULATIONS ALL!

KERRYARC IRISH WOLFHOUNDS
THE TYLER FAMILY



              

From Del Valle ‘06 to Palm Springs ‘07…
Del Valle Kennel Club 10/06:
             Kerryarc Freestyle: Best of Breed
                               ~from the 12-18 bitch class~

..under the quintessential Sighthound authority, Espen Engh

Salinas Valley Kennel Club 12/06:
Kerryarc Komment of Eagle: Best of Breed

… finishing with a major under Greyhound breeder and sighthound 
authority, Pat Ide.

Inland Empire Hound Show 1/07
                           Breedeer-Judge: Beverly Little
      Kerryarc Redwall Abbey: 1st 6-9 bitch
      Kerryarc Roman: 1st Open Dog
      Kerryarc Vaquera: Winner’s Bitch  
Kennel Club of Palm Springs, Sat:
                   Judge: Susan Carr
      Kerryarc Vaquera: Winners Bitch/ BOW
Kennel Club of Palm Springs, Sun:
                       Breeder-Judge: Diane Koontz-Bresee
      Kerryarc Roman: Winners Dog
      Kerryarc Redwall Abbey: 1st: 6-9 bitch
      KerryarcVaquera:WinnersBitch/BOW      
…Coming home a champion, our cowgirl rode away sweeping the bitch 
majors all three days of the Palm Springs weekend.

 KERRYARC IRISH WOLFHOUNDS
     Kerryarc@yahoo.com
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A Difficult Decision
or, Why Re-Certification is Necessary

by Patty Storkel

As an evaluator for the AKC’s Canine Good Citizen program, and 
instructor/evaluator for the Paws For Love Therapy Dogs program, I’m 
often asked why dogs need to be re-certified if they passed the test in 
the first place. Simple. Dogs are not robots, and if kept in a stimulating 
environment with exposure to new places and learning new things, 
they change, just as people change when exposed to new thoughts 
and ideas. Usually the change is for the good, as they gain experience 
and learn how to deal with new situations and types of encounters. The 
handler grows and learns right along with the dog. The level of trust 
between you and your dog continues to expand as your dog learns he 
won’t be placed in an unsafe situation, and you learn more fully the 
limits of your dog’s abilities and tolerances.

However, as dogs change, you may be faced with the necessity to 
change your place of service or the type of population you and your dog 
visit. You might even need to retire your dog from service. Along with 
that, is the concern some handlers have about their dog, who may not 
like all other dogs he meets during the course of visitations. I’m usually 
quick to reassure handlers that we choose dogs for their people friendly 
temperaments, not for how they get along with other dogs. 

But, you may ask, what is “ok” behavior, and when (or if) do you need 
to be concerned? During the Paws For Love Therapy Dog Certification 
class, I use one of my dogs as an example of change occurring as a 
result of exposure to different sights and stimulations. 

Claire, one of my Irish Wolfhounds, was a highly trained (including an 
AKC CD obedience title) and seasoned Therapy Dog team member, 
having made numerous visits to nursing facilities in addition to many 
other public appearances over the course of several years of visitations. 
She was more empathetic to the people than my other certified 
Wolfhounds. I was beginning to suspect that it was time to retire her, 
but she was still enjoying the visits - until one Saturday, when she 
experienced the undirected rage of a patient in the final stages of senile 
dementia. All we did was walk past the room. The door was only opened 
a crack. I gave it no thought. The next scheduled Saturday, as we began 
visiting with the patients, she suddenly started trying to exit 



              

out of every window and door we encountered. Her breathing became 
very labored and rapid. Without realizing it, we were approaching the 
room with the difficult patient. I had to end the visit for her sake. That 
was her last visit at that facility. She continued to make appearances at 
another facility that was very different in nature, much quieter and not 
so demanding. It was evident, though after a few more visits, she wasn’t 
handling it well, and was not her usual happy self. I reluctantly informed 
the facility she was being retired, and they wouldn’t see her any more. 

So, what’s the connection if your dog isn’t “dog friendly”? There is a 
major difference between an aggressive dog by nature (and usually 
minimally or untrained and un-socialized), and the occasional posturing 
and difference of opinion some dogs exhibit when encountering others. 
You may have to make a decision to end visitation with your dog at 
that facility or change the days/times of visits to keep your dog safe. 
Knowing your dog’s temperament; how he responds in new situations; 
what he likes and doesn’t like; and how, based on your experience, he 
will respond in a given situation contributes to the deciding factor. What 
was the exact situation? Was there provocation? Did you correct the 
behavior?

Often, as trainers, we hear people making excuses for their dog’s lack 
of training or bad manners. “He was bitten as a puppy” is a common 
one, along with “he was [scared/chased/barked at/jumped on/yelled at, 
etc.] during an obedience class”… and the reasons go on. It doesn’t 
matter what happened or why.  A well-adjusted dog, with proper training 
and guidance, should not exhibit any long-standing behavior issues. 
Dogs don’t “hold grudges”. It’s not in their make-up. However, they DO 
respond to invasions of territory and attempts to be dominated by other 
dogs they consider subordinate. They will also attempt to guard you, 
their handler, if they deem the situation warrants it. A facility shouldn’t 
be considered “territory” by your dog. You should correct and redirect 
your “guarding” dog, and let him know the action is inappropriate. As 
a handler keeping your dog safe at all times, your dog shouldn’t be in 
immediate contact with a strange or unknown dog. If you know your 
dog doesn’t like a particular dog you encounter on visitations, talk to the 
handler, and, if possible, change your schedules so they don’t coincide. 
If that’s not possible, conduct your visits anyway, keeping distance 
between the dogs. Usually, after time, they should begin to accept each 
other. Throw in some impromptu heeling in the hall, or sit-stays or 

down-stays to redirect their focus as needed. Keep your awareness 
up so nothing has a chance to happen. Still, depending on the 
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circumstances, the inevitable decision may have to be made.

A case in point:  a seasoned handler, with a highly trained & socialized 
dog; a veteran of numerous PFL visits, had two negative encounters 
with a black & tan dog. Although not expected, she thought it was due 
to the fact that her dog had been attacked and mauled by a GSD when 
it was a puppy. She corrected her dog on both occasions, and the 
other dog wasn’t injured either time. There were two more incidents 
with a different black and tan dog. No injuries. One of the incidents was 
provoked, as the other dog was guarding his food dish, and her dog 
approached too close. Still, not expected. 5 more incidents occurred, 
three of them within two days. Two of the incidents were in a crowded, 
public setting. After one of the incidents, a baby approached the dog and 
started to crawl all over the dog. The handler unobtrusively extended 
her hand to grab her dog’s muzzle as the baby’s face was an inch away. 
As the mom was asking if the dog would bite, the chilling realization 
hit the handler that she honestly at that point didn’t know (but said “no, 
she won’t bite”). Her dog was enjoying the visitations. She just couldn’t 
guarantee the safety of other dogs.

This is a totally different situation than an occasional grumble at 
another dog. The temperament of this dog was changing right before 
the handler’s eyes. The handler knew she had to end all visitations 
with that dog and was advised to put her dog down, as there was now 
concern for the safety of people, due to the escalating frequency of 
random, unprovoked attacks against other dogs. She couldn’t guarantee 
it wouldn’t transfer to people. She also couldn’t afford the liability should 
the unforeseen happen.

Liability Insurance coverage for incidents while on visitation (for a 
certified dog) is usually void if you know or suspect your dog has bitten 
or tried to bite a person. Your homeowners or renters insurance may be 
cancelled if your agent learns you have a dog with a “history”. Should 
an incident occur, you will have to discontinue visits at that facility, and 
depending on the circumstances, end all visitations with that dog. A 
difficult decision? You bet. I was the handler, and 5-year old Rua was 
the dog. She was put down the day after incident #9, when she without 
provocation, attacked my younger dog Liaidan in our living room. 



              

AT  THE  SHOWS

Oakland Kennel Club                                                  December 28, 2006
Judge:  Mr. Joe Tacker                              1 Dog / 1 Bitch / 1 Dog Special

WD  Destiny Duchas Elair McTate - Mike & Marsha Walsh
WB/BOW/BOS     Kerryarc Komment Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. 
  Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
   *****  Hound Group  Four  ****

Santa Cruz Kennel Club                                              December 29, 2006
Judge:  Mr. Dana Cline                  3 Dogs / 1 Bitch / 1 Dog & 1 Bitch Sp

WD/BOW Cash Of Limerick - L. Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
RWD  Horizons Sweet Donnegan - Jenny Clark
WB  Castlemaine Jemimah - Marilyn & Greg Shaw
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. 
  Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
BOS  Ch Castlemaine Jude - Marilyn & Greg Shaw

Salinas Valley Kennel Club                                         December 30, 2006
Judge:  Mrs. Patricia Ide                      7 Dogs / 3 Bitches / 1 Dog Special
  
WD  Triple E Murray Of Limerick - Maureen Mckee-Eidson
RWD  Erinwood Protocol - Misty Tracy & Pam Paloma
WB/BOW/BOB  Kerryarc Komment Of Eagle - Mandy Tyler 
   ****  New  Champion  ****
RWB             Kerryarc’s Bodacious Quest, RN, JC - Ed & Cathy Powers
BOS               Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. 
  Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
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San Mateo Kennel Club                                               December 31, 2006
Judge: Mr. Elliott Weiss                                         7 Dogs / 1 Dog Special

WD               Horisons Sweet Donnegan - Jenny Clark
RWD            Cash Of Limerick - L. Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
BOB              Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. 
  Souza & J. Souza Bartlett

Golden Gate Kennel Club                                                January 27, 2007
Judge:  Mr. Frank Sabella            7 Dogs / 9 Bitches / 2 Dog & 7 Bitch 
Sp

WD/BOW/BOS      Cash Of Limerick - L. Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
RWD  Applearbor Devlin O’Tara - M. Luba, A. Curtis & T. Tillots
WB  Castlemaine Adelle - Marilyn & Greg Shaw
BOB  Ch. Castlemaine Jude - Marilyn & Greg Shaw
   **** Hound Group Two ****

Golden Gate Kennel Club                                              January 28, 2007
Judge:  Miss Dorothy Macdonald  
         6 Dogs / 5 Bitches / 2 Dog & 6 Bitch Sp
WD  Gabriel’s Jati Longbar - Jonathan & Louise Giles
RWD  Aragorn Shire’s Son Brogan - Kathleen Bowler
WB/BOW Gabriels Kaitlin Mericlare - Phil & Kim Morris
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L. 
  Souza & J. Souza Bartlett
   **** Hound Group One ****
BOS  Ch. Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, SC, RN, CD - T & R 
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Look - Matching feet !
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Over the River and through the Redwoods

To Maxine and Jaimie’s we go

The dogs point the way

As we drive the sleigh

Thank goodness there wasn’t snow!!!

For all of those who braved the weather to attend the Christmas Party, it was a 
real treat. We were greeted at the door by our hosts and their loving greyhound 
Chachee [Ooh, what a heart stealing hound]. Old friend’s and new faces were 
in attendance. The Thompson’s Lady Eirinn braved the stairs to hold court in 
the kitchen by the fire, and greet everyone who came in. On the other end of 
the spectrum, Tom and Ann brought the youngest wee one. Puppies, puppies, 
everywhere seemed to be the theme of the day, and they were a great delight 
to watch. The weather cleared, although the wind came up to try and spoil 
the Wolfie games. Being the intrepid group that we are however, we went on, 
in spite of the blowing about of Styrofoam cups. Allen Schluter and his girls 
ruled in “dressing your-dog -the-fastest” game. Several dog’s loved the game 
of playing Godzilla and “Destroying Tokyo”, for every building destroyed, 
they were awarded with hotdogs. I think Valli was particularly adept at it, and 
wanted to eat her way through the suburbs. The neighborhood children were 
great at running the dog’s who needed a handler through the Games. 

The cooks are to be commended. Being culinarily-challenged I was amazed. 
Jaimie ran the kitchen with optimum efficiency. The way they were able to 
work that non-commercial stove would have had Martha Stewart in awe. They 
turned out a great feast with all the food that was brought and they managed 
to serve it all hot. Being over a month in writing, I still remember the mashed 
potatoes that were so good they were “ sin in a bowl“! 

It was a great day of socializing for both human and beastie. Many thanks to 
our gracious hosts, who opened their home to all of us and our Wolfies. Despite 
the fact that one of their greyhound’s had a broken leg, a newly remodeled 
house, and a brand new greyhound puppy the size of a grown Wolfie’s head, 
they opened their lovely home to all of us and our hounds. After all the holiday 
preparations, they were still smiling! Hat’s off to you, as the first item alone 
would have had me in a fetal position, or at the least questioning my sanity. 
What a wonderful way to kick off the holiday season, than with a party such 
as this. I went away with a cream puff in one hand [to fortify us through the 
stormy ride home], and a smile on my face. The party was well worth the trip!

Heather Colby

Wayne & Heather
 Colby, Wrabbit 

& Terry Burchett

Dick Rosebrock & 
Rosie watching 

the clothes relay

Photos by Jane Schluter



              

Hunting for hotdogs

Wayne & Heather
 Colby, Wrabbit 

& Terry Burchett

Dick Rosebrock & 
Rosie watching 

the clothes relay

Photos by Jane Schluter
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Rogan

Alan Schluter trying
 dunkin’ for hotdogs

Chris Thompson & Liam

Corey & James Williams 
with Kilaney



              

Jaime Quevedo & Megan Thompson in the kitchen

Rogan

Alan Schluter trying
 dunkin’ for hotdogs
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Lynne & Dick Rosebrock

Ann Gould & Heather Colby

Sivan & parents



              

A Momentary Look on Bright Side
I am not a Pollyanna. That is, it is not in my nature to 

“always look on the bright side,” primarily because the bright side 
is a little boring.  Besides, what’s the point?  The bright side is 
just fine as it is; it’s the other side that has problems and needs 
solutions.  But I would like to temporarily step out of character, 
because it seems to me that many of us involved in the world of 
purebred dogs generally and in Irish Wolfhounds specifically have 
become mired in negativity at a time in which there are really quite 
a few reasons to be positive.

To begin even before the dogs themselves, consider the 
breeders.  It is true that we have lost many of our great breeders 
and their kennels and it is undoubtedly true that we may never 
again see breeding  on such a lofty scale as we all enjoyed 
when there were dogs coming out of Killybracken, Sulhamstead, 
Nendrum, Ballykelly, Brabyns, Eaglescrag, Ambleside, Kihone, 
Felixstowe and many, many others.  But the dogs that came from 
those clever breeders live today in our pedigrees around the 
world and in our kennels, albeit on smaller scales, are carrying 
on.  When judges of our breed travel around the world, they see 
evidence of this everywhere, that little something in a dog that 
makes one ay to oneself:  “That bitch could have walked right 
off of an Eaglescrag pedigree” or “there is more than just a little 
hint of Sulhamstead in that dog.”  And let us not forget that we 
have great breeders among us still, enriching the gene pool 
and carrying on in a breed that we all know is one in which just 
“carrying on” is a challenge.

Look at the Irish Wolfhounds themselves in the world 
today.  Putting aside all petty disagreements and competitive 
blindness, look critically and without emotion at the dogs seen 
today compared with the dogs of 20 years ago.  It is true, of 
course, that there is an abundance of mediocre dogs even in the 
rings at our specialties.  But, we see fewer and fewer of the really 
poor specimen, the ultra fine-boned, the nearly lame and the ones 
whose purity we question because of a drastic absence of type.   
Whether fewer of this type are being bred or more owners have 

wisely been uninclined to take them into the show ring is 

Lynne & Dick Rosebrock

Ann Gould & Heather Colby
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unknown.  It is very rare to come upon  mature dogs with 
profoundly crooked hocks or seriously twisted front legs or the 
painfully arched backs that cropped up at almost all shows 15 or 
20 years ago.  Of course there are still unsound dogs and even 
those whose movement, especially on the down and back, make 
us want to cover our eyes, but surely no one could deny that 
soundness overall has improved, even if we may have sacrificed 
too much in type to achieve it.

We must all acknowledge and be thankful for what I 
consider a drastic reduction in the number of fearful and nervous 
Irish Wolfhounds at our shows today.  It is rare to see those 
shrinking, eye-rolling hounds and even rarer to see the aggressive 
ones.  Most of our exhibited wolfhounds today have that confident, 
upstanding attitude so typical of our breed.  The untrained or 
inexperienced dogs that we do see are no threat, either to the 
breed’s reputation or to our breeding programs.  Yes, it is true that 
we don’t know what wolfhounds are left at home because of bad 
temperaments.  And it is also true that we had a horrible incident 
at a show in my own home state a year or so back.  

We need to give our breeders a little credit for this happy  
situation.  Fifteen or 20 years ago, our show rings had far too 
many of these atypical hounds, cringing from fear.  Critiques of 
the specialties often included warnings from our breeder/judges, 
admonishing us to “pay attention.”   I believe that most did and 
realized that incorrect temperament is a most serious fault in an 
Irish Wolfhound and its pedigree, one that can be bred away from 
like any other, if breeders have the will to do it.  It is, of course, 
very possible that our judges who were courageous enough not to 
give high awards to dogs with serious temperament faults had an 
impact.  What show breeders continue to breed dogs that do not 
win?  

No one really knows if Irish Wolfhounds are dying younger 
than 50 or 75 years ago, because our records until recently 
have been sparse and unreliable.  Anecdotally, people tend 
to remember and to primarily report the happy events or the 
very tragic ones.  Furthermore, no one knows how far we can 
push the lifespan of our breed without sacrificing its essential 
characteristics 

and character.  But in this brave new world in which we now live, 



              

more attention is being paid to illnesses that plague our hounds 
than ever before.  And, like never before, science has given us 
tools for our job.  There are dedicated people within our breed that 
are volunteering countless hours of work, collecting information, 
blood and tissue samples and pedigrees so that we can one day 
identify the carriers and breed accordingly.  And in the process 
of research, the experts are learning more and better ways to 
alleviate pain, to predict the path a disease may take and to better 
medicate, all to make better lives for our dogs.  This is no small 
thing and we should rejoice for the dogs and for the people that 
care for them.

These workers—fund-raisers, data collectors, speakers, 
writers—are to be commended.  But we should also give 
ourselves a big pat on the back.  When I began collecting data in 
1977, merely getting a response, any response, from breeders 
was my biggest obstacle.  In fact, not one of the major kennels 
breeding at that time responded to my questionnaires, despite 
the fact that they could be returned anonymously.  That is a far 
cry from today’s attitude and we should acknowledge that.  We 
who are members of the wolfhound community have changed this 
attitude drastically, by deed and by example.

I know that some are still withholding information and 
some are even fabricating excuses for short lives and disease.  
But many breeders, especially the younger ones who have not 
been trained in the cult of secrecy, some would say deception, 
are testing their dogs and being truthful with puppy buyers and 
especially with those seeking to use their stud dogs.  And most 
are being honest with themselves.  Scientific research is very 
quickly eliminating that old song from the past:  “Your health 
problems are genetic; mine are not.”

Dogs are living things and are therefore subject to the 
dangers of all living things.  Disease will continue to plague them 
and us and our lives are limited.  I have been grateful every day of 
my over 30 years with Irish Wolfhounds that the dogs themselves 
do not understand the brevity of their lives, as do we.  But, for 
those to whom it matters, we must surely rejoice to be able to say, 
when those puppies leave our homes or our dog’s get are born, “I 
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did my best.” That is not the perfect world, but it is certainly 
something and for that we should be proud.

Our world is not perfect and we have far to go.  Many 
breeders are still just producing dogs on the theory that if you 
have enough litters, there will be a good one in there. Many 
breeders are still going to the top dogs and not asking themselves 
the important question:  what do I hope to achieve from this 
breeding?  Many breeders continue to produce “pet quality” 
puppies, even though they know that sufficient dogs are being 
produced in the very best bred litters to supply prospective 
owners of companion animals.  Breeders remain who interpret the 
standard to fit their dogs.

Bad sportsmanship in the show world still exists.  Less than 
ideal care for our dogs can still be found. People are still breeding 
who disassociate themselves from their puppies once the check 
has cleared the bank.  And there are certainly those who will do 
anything to win…anything.  But we do need to acknowledge how 
far we have come and be grateful to those who helped us get 
here.  Most importantly, we should be especially grateful to those 
who, throughout the years, continue the very difficult journey of 
breeding Irish Wolfhounds, dogs that all of the great breeders who 
went before us could look at and live with and be proud of their 
contribution.

Gretchen Bernardi
Edwardsville, IL USA
berwyck@ezl.com



              

                                             

     
                                                                       
                     

 

                                                                 

     

February 
      2 yr olds:  Lilly Schluter (f) in CA 
      3 yr olds:  Beau Shaw/Kilcullen-Steiner (m ), Bentley Martin/

Kilcullen-Steiner (m), Bella Kilcullen-Steiner (f), 
Brach & Brogan Kilcullen-Steiner (m’s) Masten & 
Little Naddy McCombs (m) in CA 

      4 yr olds:  Fiona Barrett (f) in NV, Whiskey Temple (m) in CA
      5 yr olds:  Aodhan (m) & Ower (f) Thompson, Pharley Paz (m), Reilly 

Jones, Conor, Ronan (m’s) & Selkie Schluter (f), Twig, 
Seafoam & Karat Tyler (f’s), Kira Burchett (f), Where 
There’s Smoke Soyster & Joe Soyster-Tyler in CA 

      6 yr olds:  Max Aiken-Smith, Una Gould-Birse, Valli Christian (f) in 
CA, , Huck Thompson-Taylor (m) in MO, Creena Steiskal 
in OR   

      7 yr olds: Rufus Tattoli-Hecht in FL
     10 yr olds:  Trapper Stockham (m)
                                                       

 

                      
March

     3 yr olds:  Ailbhis Anderson (m) in NH,  Naughty Chirichiello (f)  in 
MA

     4 yr olds:   Caoilinn Wright (f), Sophia (f) & Syrus (m) Heller in CA
     5 yr olds:  Journey Temple (m) in CA       
     6 yr olds:  Topper Barrett (m) in NV  
     7 yr olds:  Fiona Gould-Birse (f), Rion McCombs (m) in CA, Mr Ulster 

Taylor in FL, Flynn Duniho (m) in AZ
     8 yr olds: Paddy Park in CA
    10 yr olds:  Derdriu Walker (f)  in NY 
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January 7, 2007

CAC Sweetheart Award nomination – Ms. Robin Burchette

I am pleased to have the opportunity to nominate Ms. Robin Burchette and her 
late dog Travis to the CAC Sweetheart Award. 

My daughter, Sivan Kaiser, is a junior at Gunn high school. She is afflicted with 
non-verbal learning disability (NLD), a pervasive neurological disability that 
affects social, academic and executive function. Her history until she met Robin 
and Travis convinced her that there was nothing she could be successful at, and 
there was no use trying. 

Robin breeds Irish Wolfhounds and is active in the Irish Wolfhound Club of 
Northern California. Travis, who passed away in May 2006, was a therapy 
dog. From their first fortuitous meeting at a dog show in Feb. 2005, Robin 
and Travis embraced Sivan, and gave her unconditional acceptance, support, 
understanding and love. 

Having never succumbed to her own disability, Robin became a role model 
for Sivan. By example, Robin showed Sivan that with positive attitude, humor 
and determination, disabled people can triumph and lead productive and happy 
lives. Travis, always the gentle giant, comforted Sivan in a way no human can.

Robin encouraged Sivan to join the Irish Wolfhound Club of Northern 
California. With no Irish Wolfhound of her own, Sivan became an active 
member of this community. She participates in dog shows, helps build show 
benches and lure courses, volunteers with dog heart studies, votes in club 
meetings and feels very much at home with the dogs and their owners. Robin, 
Travis, and the Irish Wolfhound community gave Sivan her first opportunity to 
belong, and to succeed. 

Sivan is now better able to negotiate many of the difficulties of NLD and 
her self image has greatly improved. I attribute much of Sivan’s progress to 
Robin, Travis and the dog and human members of the Irish Wolfhound Club 
of Northern California. I believe Robin and Travis well deserve the CAC 
Sweetheart Award.

Respectfully,

Shani Kleinhaus 



              

MONTEREY WALK 2007
The morning of January 20, 2007 dawned cold and 

foggy as members of the Northern California Irish Wolfhound 
Club gathered at the staging area along the Recreational 
Trail in Monterey for our Annual Monterey Walk.  We arrived 
just before 9:00, and other members started to arrive soon 
after.  Within a short time the air was abuzz with old friends 
catching up, and new friendships being made. When our 
group seemed complete, a great circle was formed so 
everyone could introduce themselves and their hounds.  As 
the sun began to peek through the fog, we began our hike.  

Lynne Rosebrock led the way, setting a brisk pace, 
and Chris Wright brought up the rear, making sure no one 
was left behind. John Paz shadowed our route in a van, 
meeting us at certain points along the way to offer bottled 
water or rides in case someone might need one. 

It was a beautiful day for a walk.  The sun burned off 
the fog, but the ocean breeze kept the air cool.  There were 
tourists and locals out & about, asking about the dogs and 
our club, but not enough to make the walkways crowded. 
We stopped frequently to answer questions, and also for 
photo opportunities and “potty breaks”. 

The first of our group arrived at the London Bridge Pub 
as it was getting ready to open for lunch. Within a short time 
we were all seated and getting ready to order. The hounds 
were all made comfortable with water and biscuits. A 
special treat was Chris and Megan Thompson setting up an 
ex-pen for the puppies.  

During lunch prizes were awarded to:
Oldest IW: Dusty (6 1/2yrs) owned by Norman & 
Melinda Chaney
Youngest IW:  Arwen (6 mos) owned by Don & Cecilia 
Darosa
Traveled Farthest:  Gandolf, owned by Chris Johnson 
(216 mi.)

The walk back was much quieter, with a few of 
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our party opting for a ride from one of the available vans 
(thanks Terry & John!).  Those of us who chose to walk the 
WHOLE way enjoyed the warm afternoon sun and mellow 
conversation.  All too soon it seemed, we were back where 
we had begun, and it was time to say good bye.  The 
sun & exercise had their work, and the dogs readily got in 
the vehicles, ready for a rest.  With tired smiles, hugs were 
shared, and wishes for safe travels home offered.  It was the 
perfect end to a wonderful day. 

Sharing in the fun were:
John & Kay Paz with Pharly
Lynne Rosebrock with Rosie & Fergus
Mary Sharkey with Torin
Chris Johnson with Gandolf
Carla Zayac with Piper
Phil & Kim Morris with Kaitlin & Muireann
Al & Joyce Siegling  with Merlin
Don & Cecilia Darosa with Arwen
Keith & Jean Hembree with Sadie Rose
Chris & Megan Thompson with Liam & Rafiki
Terry & Robin Burchett with Bryne & Deion
Betty Fisher with Keeper
Norman & Melinda Chaney with Dusty & Sequoia
TeriAnn Wakeman 
Donna Guenther with Willow
Lois Thomasson with Raine
Chris Wright with Ian
Thanks go to everyone who came for making this such 

a great day, but especially to Robin Burchett for keeping 
everyone informed, John Paz for driving the support van, 
Chris Wright for bringing up the rear, and Terry Burchett for 
that cup of Starbuck’s coffee.

Kay Paz
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The Hunting Instinct That Bites Back

Although the days of seeing our giant hounds out hunting the 
fields for wolves or other formidable prey are for the most part 
gone, many of us can share stories of smaller prey ?raccoons, 
opossums, skunks, etc. that make the mistake of infringing 
upon our Irish Wolfhounds territory. The following is a report of 
such an incident and the dangers that can occur.
Our home is set up so that our 5 Irish Wolfhounds have nearly 
an acre of free space and a dog door that leads into the house. 
This allows them the freedom to come and go at will. At the 
back of the property we have a small natural stream that the 
hounds love to play in. Alas this stream also attracts smaller 
mammals and the dogs guard it with a vengeance. We have 
occasionally dealt with the aftermath of these encounters and I
뭭e become quite proficient at removing skunk odor!

Early last September I heard the dogs at the stream in the 
middle of the night. As this is not abnormal I checked to make 
sure all was well and returned to bed. We fed everyone at 6:00 
am, and started off on the regular days routine. At 2:00pm, I 
came home from work and went to the dogs.  Arwen, our three 
year old girl was lying on her bed in the dog room in obvious 
discomfort. I called her and was horrified to see she could not 
stand up. Fearing the worst  (a broken leg) I called my husband 
home to help me get her to the vet. When we arrived at our 
veterinary she semi collapsed and for the first time I tried to 
examine her leg. Her right rear hock was swollen easily five 
times the normal size but the only wound found was a small 
(the size of the tip of a fountain pen) opening. Applying gentle 
pressure soon had a huge amount of serum expressed. We 
opened up the wound, cleaned it out, applied a pressure 
bandage, and started massive antibiotics. That it relieved some 
of the pain was evident, but she still remained one sick hound. 
Her temperature continued to rise, reaching 105 by 10:00 pm, 

when it seemed to crest and slowly started to begin dropping. 
Early morning had her feeling better, she ate and went out on 
leash to relieve herself. Unfortunately by early afternoon she 



              

was once again refusing to use the leg and off to the vet뭩 
we went. The bandage had soaked through and this time we 
added a small drain, before applying another pressure bandage 
that would need changing quite often. This treatment did the 
trick and within a few days the drain came out, she was back to 
normal and ready to head to the Rocky Mt. Specialty.

As this was going on Paul and I were frantically trying to find 
what could have bought a 126 lb, extremely healthy Irish 
Wolfhound to death뭩 door in less than 10 hours. We have no 
poisonous snakes in the area, insects were a possibility, but 
what???  We finally found the dead raccoon and learned that 
small animals like this can carry an unbelievable amount of 
toxic bacteria on their teeth.  In fact I was told of a few incidents 
that did not have the happy ending we experienced. 
As for the future I doubt that this will be the last time the hounds 
encounter something like this but I can promise that never will I 
take these episodes as lightly. If you think there is any possible 
chance that your hound may have received a wound from one 
of the smaller mammals, watch it closely and be prepared to 
see a vet at the first sign of trouble. Remember this only took 
ten hours and I truly believe that had any more time elapsed we 
would have lost our sweet girl.

Leanne Howard and the Hounds at Aragorn
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Carroy Eirinn’s ÓNoll, FCh, CM, JC, VC, CGC, TD

Ch Noinin Cnoc Noll of Limerick x Ch Carroy Victoria Secret

“ Eirinn “

Eirinn finally left us after ten years and eleven months, following a 
long though gentle decline ... her spirit truly never faltered until those 
last few days during when she gave us “the look” that said it was time 
to go ...

I’m pretty sure that as she left us (with a Tally Ho ! ringing in her 
ears !) she will have leapt over the Rainbow Bridge in a single bound, 
her beautiful soft eyes intent on the meadow before her, looking, yes, 
looking for something exciting to chase.

Chris & Megan Thompson
and The Hounds of Eirinn



    

February 3, 2007 NCIWC Meeting - Mountain View
February 10, 2007 NCIWC ASFA All Breed Lure Trial - Oakley
February 11, 2007 IWAWC ASFA All Breed Lure Trial - Oakley

March 3, 2007  Kings Kennel Club Dog Show - 
March 4, 2007  Kings Kennel Club Dog Show - 
March 10th & 11, 2007 Calavares Celtic Faire - Angles Camp
March 10, 2007  BCONC AKC All Breed Lure Trial - Livermore
March 10, 2007  Sun Maid Kennel Club Dog Show - Fresno
March 11, 2007  BCONC AKC All Breed Lure Trial - Livermore
March 11, 2007  Sun Maid Kennel Club Dog Show - Fresno
March 17, 2007  SSIH ASFA AB Lure Trial - Sloughouse
March 17, 2007  Skyline Kennel Club Dog Show - San Mateo
March 17, 2007  San Francisco St. Patrick’s Day Parade - San Francisco
March 17, 2007  Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Parade - Dublin
March 18, 2007  SSIH ASFA AB Lure Trial - Sloughouse
March 18, 2007  Skyline Kennel Club Dog Show - San Mateo
March 22, 2007  Santa Cruz Kennel Club Dog Show - San Mateo
March 23, 2007  Salinas Kennel Club Dog Show - San Mateo
March 24, 2007  San Mateo Kennel Club Dog Show - San Mateo
March 25, 2007  Oakland Kennel Club Dog Show - San Mateo
March 31, 2007  SSIH AKC AB Lure Trial - Sloughouse
March 31, 2007  Sighthound Rally / Obedience Trial - ARF, Walnut Creek
March 31, 2007  Kern County Kennel Club Dog Show - Bakersfield

April 1, 2007  SSIH AKC AB Lure Trial - Sloughouse
April 1, 2007  Kern County Kennel Club Dog Show - Bakersfield
April 6, 2007  Yosemite Kennel Club Dog Show - Merced
April 7, 2007  Yosemite Kennel Club Dog Show - Merced
April 8, 2007  Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club Dog Show - Merced
April 9, 2007  Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club Dog Show - Merced
April 14, 2007  Sacramento Kennel Club Dog Show - Sacramento
April 15, 2007  Sacramento Kennel Club Dog Show - Sacramento
April 21, 2007  Chief Solano Kennel Club Dog Show - Vallejo
April 22, 2007  Chief Solano Kennel Club Dog Show - Vallejo
April 28, 2007  BARRC AKC AB Lure Trial - Vacaville
April 28, 2007  Gavilan Kennel Club Dog Show - Hollister
April 29, 2007  NCWC AKC AB Lure Trial - Vacaville
April 29, 2007  Gavilan Kennel Club Dog Show - Hollister

Check with ChrisThompson for updated NOFCA events    truebrit@napanet.net
           Check with Robin Burchett for updated ASFA events    toryiw@jps.net

         

NCIWC  CALENDAR



                                    

        


