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Hi all,

Well, here we are again living through the usual mixed winter days of 
brilliant sunshine alternating with torrential rains. Through it all our 
Wolfhounds sit, stoically watching the world go by …

Already the horrific temperatures of the past summer – we quite regularly 
get 115 degrees in the shade in our part of Napa County - are but a hazy 
memory.

The more adventurous owner ( I’m always somehow uncomfortable using 
the term owner to refer to our wolfies ... ), will be planning some activities 
in which to be involved over the coming year. I’d like to encourage you to 
consider including the club in those plans. For instance, your well-behaved 
Wolfhound(s) can have a whole off-leash weekend of fun with his peers 
when accompanying us on one of Frank Christian’s camping / hiking trips. 
There really is nothing to compare with the experience. 

The best introduction to this is the three day, two miles in / two miles out 
camp at Green Island Lake in the Sierra above Chico over the Labour Day 
weekend. We usually have the site entirely to ourselves. I do urge you to try 
it at least once ... watch for the notice in the Bugle.

I’ll see you at the trailhead ...

Chris Thompson 
And the Hounds of Eirinn

    

February 11, 2006 NCIWC ASFA All Breed Lure Trial - Oakley
February 12, 2006 IWAWC ASFA All Breed Lure Trial - Oakley

March 18, 2006  Skyline Dog Fanciers - San Mateo
March 18, 2006  NCIWC Meeting, San mateo
March 18, 2006  ASFA Lure Coursing - SSIH - Sloughouse
March 19, 2006  Skyline Dog Fanciers - San Mateo
March 19, 2006  ASFA Lure Coursing - SSIH - Sloughouse
March 23, 2006  Santa Cruz Kennel Club - Vallejo
March 24, 2006  Salinas Valley Kennel Club - Vallejo
March 25, 2006  San Mateo Kennel Club - Vallejo
March 26, 2006  Oakland Kennel Club - Vallejo

April 1, 2006  Kern County Kennel Club - Bakersfield
April 1, 2006  AKC Lure Coursing - SSIH - Sloughouse
April 2, 2006  Kern County Kennel Club - Bakersfield
April 2, 2006  NCIWC Annual Fun Match - Dixon
April 2, 2006  AKC Lure Coursing - SSIH - Sloughouse
April 8, 2006  Yosemite Kennel Club - Merced
April 9, 2006  Yosemite Kennel Club - Merced
April 15, 2006  Sacramento Kennel Club - Sacramento
April 16, 2006  Sacramento Kennel Club - Sacramento
April 22, 2006  Chief Solano Kennel Club - Vallejo
April 22, 2006  AKC Lure Coursing - NCWC - Vacaville
April 23, 2006  Chief Solano Kennel Club - Vallejo
April 23, 2006  AKC Lure Coursing - BARRC - Vacaville
April 29, 2006  Gavilan Kennel Club - Hollister
April 30, 2006  Gavilan Kennel Club - Hollister

May 6, 2006  Mensona Kennel Club - Santa Rosa
May 7, 2006  Mensona Kennel Club - Santa Rosa
May 13, 2006  Camellia Kennel Club - Woodland
May 14, 2006  Camellia Kennel Club - Woodland

Check with ChrisThompson for updated NOFCA events    truebrit@napanet.net
           Check with Robin Burchett for updated ASFA events    toryiw@jps.net

         

NCIWC  CALENDAR
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entertain-      ment of our readers and do not necessarily represent the views of the Club or 
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Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club Meeting Minutes
 January 22, 2006

Venue – The Gabriel residence, Petaluma

President called the meeting to order at 11:45. Officers and Board members 
present: Chris Thompson, Robin Burchett, Chris Wright, Lori Finucane, Marcia 
Walsh, Kristy MacDonald, Carol Gabriel, Karen LoPresti and Ann Gould. 
Members present: Ken Gabriel, Megan Thompson, Kay Brown, Mike Walsh, 
Jane & Alan Schluter, Loanne Lark, Jim Bulger, Richard Boulanger, Mary 
Sharkey, Peggy Squires, Frank Christian, Linda Foster.

President’s Report (Chris Thompson): The Cow Palace show will be a lot of 
fun and encourages all to attend.
Secretary’s Report (Lori Finucane): B-Match in Dixon, March 11. Trophy 
magazine rec’d. Family Tails Photography seeking photos or photo day 
arrangements for IW calendar.  Richmond Dog club will hold a back to back 
show with breed club sweepstakes each day.
Treasurer’s Report (Chris Wright): $3500 in budget. Trailer paid for and first 
payment for Specialty paid in the fall.  
2006 25th Anniversary Specialty (Frank Christian): Deadline to receive a 
thought out plan is March 1st.  Silver Anniversary colors Silver, Blue and Black.  
Show secretary for the Specialty needed - contract out or find a volunteer, 
which saves us $1400. Responsibilities: develop & print premium list; accept 
and track funds; catalog info maintained; correspondence with members and 
AKC; Representative needed at the show. J. Schluter may volunteer.

Friday judge’s lunch: Tom & Ann Gould will arrange, need volunteers. 
Approx. 20 guests expected.
Flowers & Decorations: Mary Sharkey, could use volunteers.
Opening Ceremony: Undecided, ideas ??
Seminars: Judges seminar investigated - very expensive. Health/first aid - 
Mo Aiken may be able to arrange. Disaster preparedness, inc pets - Alexis 
Montgomery or the Red Cross.  Ann Gould - Dog problem solving with your 
pet on site.  Other ideas?
Catalog Advertising: need volunteer.
Heart Study: need volunteers.
Auction and Raffle: possibly Michelle Quesada.
Beg Letter:  volunteer in mind - will be asked.
T-shirt: Loanne Lark will design, produce and accept orders at the annual 
general meeting.

Costume Contest: Friday evening – theme ?  Saturday evening: Ballroom of 
the 40’s theme
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Donations: Silver Legacy Hotel will be asked 
Catalog Cover: Traditional cover with Silver Anniversary color scheme.
Judge’s Dinner – Basque potluck or caterer choice offered. Discussion and a 
decision made to form a caterer investigative committee which will offer menu 
ideas and costs. Committee is R. Boulanger, K. LoPresti, Gabriels, K. Brown, 
M. Walsh. Finalize report to Frank in February. Dinner cost may be up to  $50. 
Could defray costs by fundraising or donations. K.LoPresti suggested a service 
auction: members could offer their expertise for a fee payable to the club i.e. 
contracting work, cooking, cleaning, tax services etc. Any takers ?
RV Parking (C. Thompson): Should there be a reservation system and who 
would monitor ? Discussion and conclusion: no reservations, too difficult to 
enforce. No parallel parking will be permitted at the Specialty.
Field & Grounds (C.Thompson): need Volunteers.
Hospitality & Open Bar (M&M Walsh): Will host and set prices for the bar.
NCIWC Lure Coursing (M. Sharkey): Premiums e-mailed for February event. 
Eleven so far signed up for each day.
Open Field (C. Thompson): Event reports by email available – please contact 
by email preferably.
Education (A. Gould): Looking for ideas from the members.
Bugle (R. Burchett): Ads for the Bugle needed, brag about your hounds folks ! 
2005 Specialty Judge’s critiques not forthcoming – issue to be released after the 
Cow Palace show.
Activities (F.Christian): Feather Falls walk in the spring; Lake Alamanor car 
camping; Green Island Lakes camping - 2 mile hike in; 60 mile Emigrant 
Wilderness backpacking trip.
Historian (C.Jones): will have Display ready at the Fun Match
Fun Match (C.Gabriel, M.Tracy): April 2 Hall Park in Dixon by barbecue area.
Website (G. Collins): work continues on an upgrade to the site.
New Members (R. Burchett): Election of three new members. M. Walsh 
proposes, A. Gould seconds. Welcome new members! Discussion: New 
members should be contacted by their sponsor or a committee to make them 
welcome and offer them ways to volunteer. Job descriptions needed. Add to 
the membership form: “Call your sponsor for advice and ask how you can 
volunteer.”
Policy (R. Burchett): www.akc.org informs of new legal issues by state.

Old Business:
Service Award: C. Gabriel will present at annual dinner.
Membership voting rights policy presented: “A family constitutes two members 
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                              Welcome 
! !
             New members to

 Read in January 22, 2006: 

Jonathan & Louise Giles     Sandra & George Petty
407 Sunnyslope Avenue     843 Arlington Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952      Berkeley, CA 94707
(707) 765-1014      (510) 528-1690
castaliantilecompany@comcast.net    gopetty@aol.com
Sponsors:  K. Gabriel & K. Morris    Sponsors: J. Clark & L. Finucane
Dog:  Jati       Dog: Molly

Don & Sharon Quigley
130 Greenwood Circle
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 933-6466
squigley@astound.net
Sponsors: T & R Burchett
Dog:  Worf

       

Membership voting rights policy presented: “A family constitutes two members 
and therefore two votes regardless of the number of eligible members within 
the family.” Proposed by C. Wright. A. Gould seconds. Vote approved.
Trophy Policy (M. Thompson): “Prior to the annual meeting each year 
the trophy and ribbon budget will be approved by the trophy chair and the 
treasurer.” R. Burchett moved, K. LoPresti second. Approved.
New Business
Nominating Committee report (C. Thompson): K. LoPresti moves to accept 
the exchange of Robin Burchett for Ann Gould on the nominating committee. 
Second J. Schluter. Approved.

Presentation: Linda Foster is producing a sighthound photo journal and seeks 
photos of dogs in all life’s stages doing anything and everything. Letter and 
release forms available. P.O. Box 1503, Martinez, CA94553.

Next Meeting Date: Skyline dog show in San Mateo, March 18th, ½ hr. after 
wolfhound judging in Frank Christian’s RV.
Meeting adjourned 1:30.

Respectfully submitted,
Lori Finucane
NCIWC Secretary
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The Life of a Puppy

This morning, I woke up & kissed my dad’s head.
I peed on the carpet, then went back to bed.
“The life of a puppy, oh my, this is great.”
Then I thought about breakfast,” I hope it’s not late.
“ Mom took me outside, we walked for a while.
This never fails to make Mama smile.
I sniffed of everything, that we did pass,
I ate something weird - it gave me gas.
I’m sure God loves me, I know that is true.
He gave me so many great things to chew.
Rugs, plants or rocks, I really don’t care.
What I truly like best, is Dad’s underwear.
What obedience book, was sort of yummy.
Though it didn’t sit well on my poor puppy tummy.
When Mom found it later, I was well out of sight.
I made streamers of T. P., while running at full speed.
Mom is pretty quick — but I was still in the lead.
I flew under the bed, and Mom flew past,
She stopped-shook her head, and breathed,
“You’re too fast.”
Mama later phoned Daddy, and said, “It was frightening!”
That afternoon, she was sure I’d pooped lightning.
She’d sat at the computer, while I chewed the cord,
She thought I was mad, but I was just bored.
When Mama had enough, couldn’t take anymore,
That’s when my tushy got shoved out the door.
I love it inside, but outside is best.
Lay in the cool grass, and had a good rest.
That didn’t last long, there was too much to do—
Can’t quite remember where I hid Daddy’s shoe.
I found an old bone, and scratched at a flea,
I watched the dumb squirrels as they jumped in a tree.
I barked at the kids, when they got off the bus.
I can’t figure out why this makes Mama fuss.
I barked at the neighbor, I barked at the wind.
I barked and barked, till Mom yelled, “COME IN.”
The sun dipped in the west-soon Daddy would come!
I sure love my daddy: we always have fun.
I barked at my daddy, then turned on my charms,
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The Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club information 
booth at the Cow Palace won Best Bench for demonstrating 
the versitility of the Irish Wolfhound.  Our club received a 
check for $100.00 !

A very big  THANK  YOU  goes to Frank Christian, for de-
signing the poster (which actually won the contest), and to 
Mary Sharkey, for manning the booth both days.

WAY  TO  GO  NCIWC !
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I woo-wooed, “Hello,” then jumped in his arms.
Sitting under the table — it’s sooo hard to wait.
Daddy slipped me a goodie right off his plate.
I raced through the house, and scattered my toys,
Ricocheted off the furniture, and made lots of noise.
Mom found her purse - the one I abused.
Daddy let loose a chuckle. Mom asked “Amused??”
I cowered down low, I must be in trouble.
Dad said, “Wasn’t MY boy, it must be his double!”
Mom turned off the TV, and said,”Time for bed.”
Dad said “Let’s go boy,” and patted my head.
I got in my spot, between Mom and Dad,
I thought ‘bout my day and what fun I had.
Mama kicked out my bone from the covers below,
Then let loose a sigh — a sigh deep and low.
She gave me a kiss, and snuggled me tight,
And whispered so softly, ‘My darling goodnight’.

Unknown  
Submitted by Arline Stockham

DO  NOT  LET  YOUR  DOG  EAT:
PRODUCT REACTION                                                                  

Grapes  Just a few bites can cause fatal kidney failure.

Bread Dough Can cause alcohol poisoning.

Macadamia Nuts     May cause temporary paralysis of the hind quarter.

Raw Salmon Can cause poisoning (trematode worm).

Onions  Can cause anemia.

Xylitol  Can cause hypoglycemia.

Turkey Skin Can cause pancreatitis.

Cocoa Bean Mulch     Can cause vomiting, tremors & rapid heart beat.
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WOLFIE COOKIE
2 CUPS WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR
¾ CUP CORN MEAL
½ TEASPOON EACH  CINAMON, MACE
¼ CUP SESAME SEEDS
2 TABLESPOONS  CORN OIL
¼ CUP UNSULFERED MOLASSAS
2 EGGS MIXED WITH ½ CUP MILK
SALT TO TASTE

BLEND ALL INGREDIENTS AND KNEED WITH DOUGH 
HOOK IN MIXER ABOUT 20 TIMES OR UNTIL YOU 
HAVE DOUGH.  LET SET AT LEAST ½ HOUR.  ROLL TO 
1/8 INCH THICK AND CUT INTO DESIRED SHAPE.
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Patrick Finucane’s story of his time on the Emigrant Wilderness trip:

Frank,
We made it back alive, although you have to feel the puppies for a  
heartbeat to be sure of that. They were footsore and overheated when 
we got to Crabtree Saturday evening, crashed in the van, and wouldn’t 
get out at my request until Hannah came home from the party and 
tickled them. I erred in going around Emigrant Lake with you guys, 
Harvey and Iona needed a rest day. We only got to Cow Meadow Lake 
Thursday, Louse Canyon Friday, and a long hot afternoon from Pine 
Valley to Crabtree, stopping in every patch of shade. I had run out of 
booties and Vet Wrap and resorted to pine sap on Harvey’s feet, which 
actually worked pretty well. Wear gloves if you try this. Trust me.

Anyway, I promised to write up my fishing adventure, so here goes.

“Saturday afternoon I managed to hook two fightin’ fingerlings in Pine  
Valley as Harvey and Iona lolled in the shade, but this story is not about
that. Tuesday night at Buck Lakes Frank and Betty Christian and Pat  
Finucane set out to slay the wily trout. Frank came back with five, Betty  
with one, and Pat with a hound. You see, I had put too much line on my  
reel and great bunches of line kept tangling my rod as Harvey and Iona  
panted curiously. Finally, a mighty cast sent the reel itself flying off  
the rod, startling Iona into scampering through the tangle and down the  
beach entwined with hook and reel, yours truly left with only the rod.  
Iona had the sense to stop and in the end, no fish were harmed to bring
you this tragic tale.”

We had a great time and I’m sure you guys did too. I feel privileged to  
have experienced such a beautiful wilderness. Lori says we’re not going 
to make it on Labor Day, sorry.

Thanks for the trip,
Pat Finucane
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The  IW  Lymphoma  Study:

I noticed the article on Lymphoma in the Hound’s Bugle. Dr 
Karen Oberthaler, veterinary oncologist, of the University of 
Pennsylvania, is conducting a study of lymphoma in the Irish 
Wotfhound. Entry forms (both online and downloadabte) can be 
found at irishwolfhoundstudy.com & on the IW Foundation web 
site. Information is also available for submission of blood samples. 
As you know, deceased wolfhounds can also be entered.

Thanks!
Anne Janis

 
 

 
 

However, to successfully use flat collars, you need to start lead 
training the day that puppy comes into your house. It’s not the 
“traditional” jerk and release or “Pop” type of correction training, 
which is based on pain-avoidance, but a positive, praise and 
respond type of training (see The Third Way website). Puppies 
and dogs trained in this manner can be walked successfully on a 
flat collar and lose lead. 

All that said, i do realize there may be many reasons to use 
choke or pinch collars and head halters. I have them, have used 
them and, depending on the circumstances, would perhaps even 
recommend them depending on the handler and dog I’m working 
with. You need to find a trainer experienced with all training 
devices (and avoid the ones who say you have to use X device 
only), as well as experience with many breeds, that can work 
with you and your dog to determine the best equipment for your 
situation.

patty & keenan

salem, oregon
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Hi All:
The trip this year into Emigrant wilderness was a loop of about 50 miles 
passing over ten lakes and many streams. The folks who went were: Pat 
Finucane and his Harvey and Iona. Chris Thompson And his Or. And 
me, Frank with my Valli. Also my mother Betty went with us.
We had a casual start from the staging area and hiked a few miles to 
Camp Lake. There we stopped for a water break for the hounds and 
lunch for us humans; yes the hounds did get to partake in the food. After 
lunch we hiked a few more miles to a campsite over looking a small 
valley with a few lily pad filled ponds. The following days we hiked each 
day to a different lake. As Pat describes we had good success fishing 
at some of the lakes. Pat and his hounds had to return home a few 
days earlier than the rest of us and so you can read his story about that 
adventure. I would say his hounds had no problem with the distances 
or heat. Pat’s hound’s problem was that their booties kept falling off; we 
found lost booties over and over again. I still have a set to return to him. 
Without booties the hounds can’t do the distances due to sore feet. As 
you read Pat’s story this was what happened; Two wolfhounds with no 
foot protection for many miles. I think Pat’s solution of pine pitch is good. 
Anyway we hiked with pat to the highest part of our trip, a pass over 
Emigrant Lake at close to 10,000 feet elevation. The next morning we 
packed up our camp near West Lake above the pass and said goodbye 
to Pat and his hounds. We then hiked till early afternoon and arrived 
at Huckleberry Lake. We had a two-night stay  there, with our camp on 
a peninsula over looking a cove. Mom stayed at Huckleberry Lake the 
next day and fished, and also took care of our hounds in camp, while 
Chris and I went for a hike. We hiked over the hill south of Huckleberry 
to another set of lakes called Twin lakes. These lakes are nestled in 
their own valley, their water is crystal clear with brilliant white granite 
sand. I fished while Chris sunbathed. The fish were violent on the line 
and large. That night between the fish mom and I caught we had a feast. 
Three more days and two campsites by a lake and stream saw us back 
at the staging area. 
Emigrant Wilderness is incredible,  and a wonderful place to hike in. I 
hope more of you will give it a try. 

Sincerely,
Frank Christian
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necks. They do have their use, but again, the handler needs to be 
taught the proper use, as well as the correct way to put one on. It 
needs to be fitted to your dog’s neck. If it can be slipped over the 
dog’s head like you would do with a choke collar, it’s too big, and I 
shudder to think of the potential eye damage that could occur with 
a slip in attention when being put on. They need to be opened and 
buckled on, rather than slipped on over the head (which I’ve seen 
done!).

If I need that level of control, an alternative I use is the “Scruffy 
Guider”, which is a (very effective) humane alternative to the 
pinch. The Scruffy Guider looks strange, but I can attest first hand 
to it’s effectiveness. My Connor boy, at 170 lbs and a true 36” 
at the back (measured against the kitchen counter) was quite a 
handful when he came to live with us. He was literally afraid of 
everything and everyone. The only way I could take him out was 
on a pinch. Everything Pawsible had just received a shipment of 
these strange looking devices and I was encouraged to give it a 
try (as they do not approve of the use of chokes, let alone pinch 
collars). I was very skeptical. I couldn’t see how this funny looking 
collar could begin to help. You can’t imagine my surprise when 
with just one prompt, I suddenly had a calm dog standing next 
to me. Still very much afraid and nervous, but at least he wasn’t 
pulling. I was able to control him with one hand, whereas before, 
even with the pinch, his fear would often render that device 
ineffective (and remember, I’m 4’ 10”). One such incident left me 
with a torn upper arm muscle injury. The way this device works 
actually has a calming effect that was readily discernable in his 
eyes. Go to www.mistypinesdogpark.com/scruffy to get the whole 
story.

Buckle Collars-
I prefer to use flat buckle collars. My latchkey dogs have nylon 
collars with quick release buckles. The collars are loose enough to 
slip off if they should get caught on something (and choke collars 
should never be left on a dog when not attached to a human on 
lead). I don’t put tags on their collars; have lost too many in the 
field. (their tags are kept in a cupboard in the kitchen for quick 
reference or retrieval).
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Training Devices – The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly

From a trainer’s perspective, there are different purposes for each 
of the different types of equipment, and reasons why you should 
or shouldn’t use them:

Harnesses-
 A standard harness actually teaches a dog to pull, and IMO, 
shouldn’t be used for walking a wolfhound or anything larger than 
about 20lbs. There are Sprong harnesses out now, that do deter 
pulling, but it still depends on the dog. Basically they do not teach 
a dog to walk nicely.

Head Halters-
The Halti’s & Gentle Leader types of head collars can give “power 
steering” to you, but they also can cause severe neck injury if not 
used correctly. The handler, as well as the dog, need to be trained 
in the use of one, and if it isn’t the kind with the safety collar 
attachment, it shouldn’t be used at all. Suzanne Clothier has an 
excellent article about head collars on her website.

Choke Collars-
Chain or “choke” training collars have been the norm since they 
were invented years ago. They can hang a dog (and have on 
numerous occasions), and many have died from strangulation. 
They need to be used correctly. If you use this type of training 
device, I feel it is more fair to the dog if you use the chain ones, 
rather than the soft “gentle” nylon or leather type ones. Reason? 
The chain ones give a sound when used, thus giving the dog a 
split second warning when a correction is about to be delivered. If 
the dog has been trained, he can avoid the correction by his quick, 
correct response.

Prong Collars-
The prong or pinch collar, touted by many to be much safer than 
a choke collar (because it has a limited tightening action), can 
cause nerve damage to the dog’s neck. And yes, there have 
been many cases of dogs coming in with punctures around their 
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organization and have served as chair for several state wide events 
both in private industry and as a court employee.  In my current position 
I am responsible for the administration of the juvenile court here in 
Sacramento.  I am familiar with budget preparation, financial projections 
and monitoring fiscal activity

Ann Gould – Candidate for Board Member
I do believe that the Board exists primarily in support of the Irish 
Wolfhound breed itself.  We are the caretakers and guardians of this 
incredibly important and noble animal.  Everything we do should be 
carefully centered on the benefit to the breed.  We are also here to 
inform the public about the Irish Wolfhound and to be sure that the 
breed exists into the future with the right stewardship. 

Nothing has given me greater pleasure than be a member of the club 
and to participate in the events the club has most generously put on.

Maxine Levy – Candidate for Board Member
As a relative new, but active member of the NCIWC, I would be thrilled 
to participate on the Board of the NCIWC. Although I am not personally 
smitten with the show ring, you will definitely find me out competing 
actively in both Open Field coursing and Lure Coursing. I have a 
passion for raising active, confident, healthy and sociable dogs, and 
believe in todays environment this is extremely important in promoting 
and developing the breed. In any good organization, diversity is key, and 
being on the board would allow me to provide perspective on the views, 
ideas and interests of those of us that are not addicted to the show ring.

Karen LoPresti – Board Member
When I first joined the club the focus of the club was showing dogs.  
This is still one of the many foci of the club but the club has changed so 
much in the 13 years I have been a member.  We now support all sorts 
of non-showing activities so that we can get more of our membership 
involved in the club.  I think this change is fantastic and required to keep 
our club vital.  Change is constant, and being on the board enables 
me to help direct that change in ways that will allow even more of our 
membership get involved in our club. 
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If you need a pet sitter, be sure to check out www.preferred-
petsitting.com   

It is a very handy website and enables you not only to find a 
credited pet sitter, but to leave crucial details for your sitter.

If anyone would like a current club membership list, please 
let Robin Burchett know.  The list can be sent by snail mail, 
or email (excel).  Robin can be reached at (925) 689-9765 or   
toryiw@jps.net

******************************************************

******************************************************
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MEET  YOUR  CANDIDATES:

Chris Thompson – Candidate for President
The Irish Wolfhound. A great beast in the field and a loyal companion 
at the hearth. The contradiction inherent in the attributes of this, our 
best friend gives the breed a special place in my heart. Few others 
are expected to be swift and large; strong but gentle. The range 
within type is fairly broad in order to accommodate these widely 
disparate requirements. In my opinion, this also accounts for the 
diffuse types of owner - each sees something different in the profile, 
or in the temperament, to love and respect. The glue which keeps us 
all together, more or less, is the knowledge that we hold at the end of 
the leash something almost sacred - the Hound of Cu-Chulainn ! The 
responsibility is almost overwhelming ... but responsible we must be, for 
there are no other stewards to carry this fine, fine beast into the future - 
we ARE the Irish Wolfhound’s future. Let us all remember their heritage 
and be ever vigilant in their behalf. 

Robin Burchett – Candidate for Vice-President
I would be thrilled to run for Membership Chairman, er Vice President.  
I have been involved in IW’s for over 26 years - absolutely love the 
breed and will do everything I can to promote and protect it.  My dogs 
like going out to lunch (dog shows), chasing garbage bags (coursing), 
embarrassing mom by being creative (obedience) and having fun with 
people. 

Lori Finucane – Candidate for Secretary
I would like to run for Secretary of the NCIWC because I admire the 
integrity of the breeders of Irish Wolfhounds. By serving on the board I 
feel I can give something back to all the wonderful people who work to 
provide a Specialty, lure coursing, open field, obedience and club get 
togethers.  I am grateful there is a club with such warmth and which 
welcomes all, ready to answer questions about everything wolfhound.  I 
am volunteering to be Secretary because there is work to be done and I 
can do that for the members.

Jane Schluter – Candidate for Treasurer
I am interested in participating actively in the club, including the 
Treasurer position.  If someone else has already thrown their hat in 
the ring (so to speak), I’d be happy to volunteer for any other position 
where the club may have a need.   A number of years ago, I served as 
President and Governor (state liaison) for the legal assistants’ 
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The  “Gift”  Of  Growling
Why you should never punish a dog for growling.

By Pat Miller
Clients always appear a bit stunned at first when I tell them their dog’s 

growl is a good thing.  In fact, a growl is something to be treasured.
These are my aggression consultation clients, who are in my office 

in desperation, as a last resort, hoping to find some magic pill that will 
turn their biting dog into a safe companion.  They are often dismayed 
and alarmed to discover that the paradigm many of us grew up with — 
punish your dog harshly at the first sign of aggression — has contributed 
to and exacerbated the serious and dangerous behavior problem that has 
led them to my door.

It seems intuitive to punish growling. Growling leads to biting, and 
dogs who bite people often must be euthanized, so let’s save our dog’s 
life and nip biting in the bud by punishing him at the first sign of inap-
propriate behavior. It makes sense, in a way

but when you have a deeper understand ing of canine aggression, it’s 
easy to understand why it’s the absolute wrong thing to do.
He may begin with subtle signs of discom fort that are often overlooked 
by many humans — tension in body movements, a stiffly wagging tail.

“Please,” he says gently, ~‘l don’t want you to be here.”
If you continue to invade his comfort zone, his threats may intensify, 

with more tension, a hard stare, and a low growl.
“I mean it,” he says more firmly, “I want you to leave.”
If those are ignored, he may become more insistent, with an air snap, 

a bump of the nose, or even open mouth contact that closes gently on an 
arm but doesnr:’t break skin.

“Please,” he says, “don’t make me bite you.”
If that doesn’t succeed in convincing you to leave, the dog may feel 

compelled to bite hard enough to break skin in his efforts to protect self, 
territory, members of his so cial group, or other valuable resources.

Caused by stress
What many people don’t realize is that ag gression is caused by stress. 

The stressor may be related to pain, fear, intrusion, threats to resources, 
past association, or anticipation of any of these things. An as sertive, 

aggressive dog attacks because he’s stressed by the intrusion of another 
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The candidates have been interviewed; their desire to be nominated 
confirmed; their credentials and/or reasons for running have all been 
reviewed and deemed sufficient to accomplish their respective positions’ 
responsibilities.  In particular, Ms. Schluter is a highly impressive 
candidate, especially for Treasurer!  Ms. Schluter summed up her 
qualifications:
>>
I am interested in participating actively in the club, including the Treasurer 
position.  If someone else has already thrown their hat in the ring (so to speak), 
I’d be happy to volunteer for any other position where the club may have a 
need.   A number of years ago, I served as President and Governor (state 
liaison) for the legal assistants’ organization and have served as chair for 
several state wide events both in private industry and as a court employee.  In 
my current position I am responsible for the administration of the juvenile court 
here in Sacramento.  I am familiar with budget preparation, financial projections 
and monitoring fiscal activity. 
<<
The committee performed admirably!  Not only did they manage 
to achieve the goal of several candidates for positions to alleviate 
allegations of a “closed” administration, but the committee also got a 
slate with new members (less than 2 years with the club) on it!!!!  The 
committee feels especially good that this year’s slate was solicited and 
represents the membership without one contingent, “if no one else wants 
the job”!!!

Recommendations:
To address the “closed” administration issue as well as the unfair 
perception of lack of interest in general club issues, the committee 
recommends that each candidate submit ~100 words on their reasons 
for office in terms of their desires for the breed, club and owners.  These 
statements could run in the Bugle or be sent with the voting material, so 
the membership has a better insight into the club’s administration on a 
more personal basis.The committee performed admirably!  Not only did 
they manage to achieve the goal of several candidates for positions to 
alleviate allegations of a “closed” administration, but the committee also 
got a slate with new members (less than 2 years with the club) on it!!!!  
The committee feels especially good that this year’s slate was solicited 
and represents the membership without one contingent, “if no one else 
wants the job”!!!
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dog or human into his territory. A fearful dog bites because he’s stressed 
by the approach of a human. An injured dog lacerates the hand of his 
rescuer because he’s stressed by pain.

When you punish a growl or other early warning signs, you may 
succeed in sup pressing the growl, snarl, snap, or other warning behavior 
— but you don’t take away the stress that caused the growl in the first 
place. In fact, you increase the stress, be cause now you, the dog’s owner, 
have become unpredictable and violent as well.

Worst of all, and most significantly, if4 you succeed in suppressing the 
warning signs, you end up with a dog who bites with-out warning. He 
has learned that it’s not safe to warn, so he doesn’t.

If a dog is frightened of children, he may growl when a child 
approaches. You, con scientious and responsible owner, are well aware of 
the stigma — and fate — of dogs who bite children, so you punish your 
dog with a yank on the leash and a loud “No! Bad dog!” Every time your 
dog growls at a child you do this, and quickly your dog’s fear of children 
is confirmed — children do make bad things happen! He likes children 
even less, but he learns not to growl at them to avoid making you turn 
mean.

You think he’s learned that it’s not okay to be aggressive to children, 
because the next time one passes by,  there’s no growl.

“Phew,” you think to yourself. “We dodged that bullet!”
Convinced that your dog now accepts children because he no longer 

growls at them, the next time one approaches and asks if he can pat your 
dog, you say yes. In fact, your dog has simply learned not to growl, but 
children still make him very uncomfort able. Your dog is now super-
stressed, trying to control his growl as the child gets nearer and nearer so 
you don’t lose control and punish him, but when the scary child reaches 
out for him he can’t hold back any longer —he lunges forward and snaps 
at the child’s face. Fortunately, you’re able to restrain him with the leash 
so he doesn’t connect. You, the dog, and the child are all quite shaken by 
the incident.

It’s time to change your thinking.

“Help!”
A growl is a dog’s cry for help. It’s your dog’s way of telling you he 
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between preliminary dialogs and conversations and the affirming 
conversations, some recommendations were conceived and reviewed 
for inclusion in this final report as determined by the committee.  Please 
note – these are simply recommendations and NOT contingencies or 
requirements.

The summary is that the committee presents a slate that should 
demonstrate the open-ness and vitality of the club to go on growing and 
offering IWs and IW owners enjoy their hearthound to the maximum.  
Concurrent with submission of this report we have asked the remaining 
candidates to submit their candidate statements for publication, so they 
may all be published before the election.

e:To address the club continuity issue, it is recommended that either 
a future plans topic to the Board Agenda, and/or a “future planning” 
committee be established.  This should allow member participation 
and ideas to capture more members’ dedication, and perhaps a basis for 
future Nominations Committee.
Appended are the statements received to date from Board and Officers.

Mo Aiken  Robin Burchett  Kathy Smith
 

Slate:
The Nominations Committee recommends the following slate for the 
2006 NCIWC membership ballot:

President    Chris Thompson
Vice President    Robin Burchett
Treasurer    Jane Schluter
Secretary    Lori Finucane
Board (Vote for 2)  Ann Gould  Maxine Levy
    Kristy MacDonald Misty Tracy 
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can’t tolerate a situation — as if he’s saying, “1 can’t handle this, please 
get me out of here!”

Your first response when you hear your dog growl should be to calmly 
move him away from the situation, while you make a mental note of 
what you think may have trig gered the growl. Make a graceful exit. If 
you act stressed you’ll only add to his stress and make a bite more, not 
less, likely. Don’t worry  that removing him rewards his aggression; your 
first responsibility is to keep others safe and prevent him from biting.

If the growl was triggered by something you were doing, stop doing it. 
Yes, your dog learned one tiny lesson about how to make you stop doing 
something he doesn’t like, but you’ll override that when you do lots of 
lessons about how that thing that made him uncomfortable makes really, 
really good stuff happen.

This is where counter-conditioning comes in. Your dog growls 
because he has a negative association with something — say he growls 
when you touch his paw. For some reason. he’s convinced that having 
his paw touched is a bad thing.  If you start by touching his knee, then 
feeding him a smidgen of chicken, and keep repeating that, he’ll come to 
think that you touching his knee makes chicken happen. He’ll want you 
to touch his leg so he gets a bit of chicken.

Note: Make sure your dog’s discomfort with you touching his paw 
is not related to pain. If it hurts when you touch him there, counter-
conditioning won’t work. It’s a good idea to get a full veterinary workup 
if there’s any chance your dog’s growling may be pain-related.

When you see him eagerly search for chicken when you touch his 
knee, you can move your hand slightly lower and touch there, until you 
get the same “Where’s my chicken?!” response at the new spot. Gradu-
ally move closer and closer to his paw, until he’s delighted to have you 
touch his foot —it makes chicken happen! Now practice with each foot, 
until he’s uniformly delighted to have you touch all of them. Remember 
that the touch comes first, so it consistently pre dicts the imminent arrival 
of chicken.

If at any time in the process — which could take days, weeks, or even 
months, depending on the dog and how well you apply the protocol — 
you see the dog’s ten sion increase, you’ve moved too quickly. Back up a
few inches to where he’s com fortable being touched and start again. Or. 
there may be other stressors present that are increasing his tension. Do an 
environment check to be sure nothing else is happening that’s adding 

to his stress. Have the rowdy grandkids leave the room, give him a little               45

FINAL REPORT
Of

2006 NCIWC Nominations Committee

9 January, 2006

members:
Mo Aiken, Robin Burchett, Kathy Smith

MISSION:
Provide a slate of candidates for the Officers and open Board positions 
that reflects the constitution and the needs of the club to preserve, protect 
and promote the best for Irish Wolfhounds and Irish Wolfhound Owners 
through membership in the Northern California Irish Wolfhound Club 
(NCIWC).

Premise:
Solicit all possible candidates in Bugle and several by 
phone - they will be given the opportunity to request any 
position for nomination - the committee will decide on 
the appropriate final slate.  From the Constitution the 
Directors should be balanced in: breeding, exhibiting, 
coursing and obedience (might want a future constitution 
amendment to include performance (such as hiking, rally 
etc...????).
Attention to address the two concepts that are perceived 
as potential issues: 1) the club’s administration is not 

“open”; and 2) new members are not encouraged or involved. 

NCIWC Board & Officers,
The Nominations Committee is finally complete.  We employed a 
couple of strategies to address the direct need of a nominations slate, 
and the longer term concern of assuring continuity of the club and 
general acceptance by the membership of need to contribute to the club’s 
longevity.  We also wanted to make sure that human fallibility did not 
mar the process or the results, and chose to use a “check and balance” 
system to assure that all candidates were willing and clear on the 
nomination and subsequent responsibilities before submitting the slate.  
Final execution was based on direct dialogs with each candidate by at 

least 2 Committee members to assure that we are all on the “same page”.  
The slate was developed after these confirming calls.  Meanwhile, 
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time to relax, and start again.
Remember, dogs can’t tell us in words what’s bothering them, but 

they can com municate a lot with their body language and canine vocal 
sounds. Pay attention to what your dog is telling you. Listen with heart 
and compassion. Be gentle when your dog tells you he needs help. Come 
to his rescue. Treasure his growl. *

Pat Miller, CPDT, is WD’s Training Editor She is also author of The 
Power of Positive Dog Training, and Positive Perspectives: Love Your 
Dog, Train Your Dog. Miller lives in Hagerstown, Maryland, site of her 
Peaceable Paws training center.

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO . . . 

  Understand and appreciate that a growl is your dog’s cry for 
help – don’t punish !

  Determine what things make your dog so uncomfortable that 
he feels compelled to growl.

  Help change his opinion of his stressors from bad to good so 
he no longer feels the need to growl.

     Our beautiful baby girl has arrived! 
She is already showing off her 
independent spirit by arriving 18 days
early and also by not wanting to come
into the world in the usual fashion. 
However, she is beautiful and healthy
and very sweet and easygoing so far, 
so we feel very blessed.

     Little Miss Gabriella was born 
January 31st, at 9:47am and weighed 
in at 6 pounds 7 ounces and 19.75
 inches long.

     We are tired and sore (me especially!) but very happy to have her here in our 
new family!
                                         Amy, Steve and Gabriella Poland  44

Questions And Answers About Nutrigenomics
  Q.   What is nutrigenomics?

  A         This science investigates how individual nutrients interact with 
a specific genome and affect the action of genes to alleviate or halt 
disease.

  Q.  Why is nutrigenomics important for my health and the health of 
my pet?

  A.  This emerging science is enabling geneticists and nutritionists to 
gain a better understanding of genetic disease, including causes and 
finding new ways to treat them. Genetic findings from the human 
genome project are being applied to veterinary medicine with the hope 
that in time, certain genetic diseases can be eliminated.

  Q.  What advantage will nutrigenomics give to dogs?

  A.  Each breed of pedigree dog comes from a highly defined gene 
pool, often going back 100 years. In the future, scientists may be 
able to devise blood tests or other simple tests to analyze genes 
and potentially breed out gene-specific health problems. Knowledge 
acquired from studying these canine gene pools can then be applied to 
better understanding human health.

  To learn more about nutrigenomics, visit www.petnutrigenomics.com.
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The club is looking for places to take our dogs for visiting, such as 
hospitals, retirement communities, day care facilities, schools   If 
you know of any place that would like to have Irish Wolfhounds visit, 
please contact a board member.  Please help – we have interested 
people, happy hounds and club insurance - all we need is a place to 
go.

Frank Christian
fwc@now.usa
(925) 437-3422

MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS:

St. Patrick’s Day Parades:

SAN FRANCISCO - Sunday, March 12, 2006
Contact Carol Gabriel
(707) 794-8998   KGabriel38@comcast.net

ANGLES CAMP - Saturday & Sunday, March 11th & 12th, 2006
This is a Celtic Faire - you must have tickets to get in
Contact Jackie Barnett
(209) 296-5383   tintern@volcano.net

DUBLIN - Saturday, March 18, 2006
CANCELLED - NCIWC Club Meeting - San Mateo

April 2, 2006 - NCIWC Annual Match - Dixon
     Contact:  Carol Gabriel  (707) 794-8998,  KGabriel38@comcast.net
     Contact:  Misty Tracy  (916) 967-1082,  nissekell@SBCglobal.net

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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It is with great pride that the following is announced:

Lyric - Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, CGC, JC, RN,  achieved her CD 
(Companion Dog) obedience title December 2, 2005.  Her owners and 
workers, Terry & Robin Burchett, are very proud of her !

Valli, Ch Kerryarc Valley Girl, owned and hiking with Frank Christian, 
and Or, Ch Eirinn’s Or Of Kaelyn, JC owned and hiking with Chris 
Thomson, achieved their “Backpacking Cmpanion Dog “ (BCD) title this 
past summer.

Ch Castmemaines Pirate Queen, SC, FCH, RN  is the number one ASFA 
coursing IW for 2005 !  Gracie is owned, conditioned & loved by Cathy 
Lursen & Ed Powers.

CONGRATS  to the above ! ! !

**********************************************************

**********************************************************

Driving for 27 hours to watch your hound run for 93 seconds, somehow
equates. 
 
I can walk for eleven miles after four hours of sleep in 53 hours
I can sleep for eleven hours after four days of driving
 
NOFCA email list 
 

Hey Robin!
 I just thought I’d drop a note and see how you’re doing. I got the 

Bugle the other day, and it was the first time I felt homesick. We’ve been 
here a year and a half, and, despite rumors, I have yet to see another 
wolfhound. 
We’re doing all right, picking my way through another semester. Angus 
thinks it’s great that I’m home so much, and has me well trained at 
keeping our back door revolving. It’s cooling off, so he’s carefully 
watching the squirrel feeder, hoping one will mis-step. I can’t believe 
he’s almost 3! He is still goofy as heck, and I could not love him more. 
Paul still says I can’t have another dog until I finish school (1 year) but 
I’m hoping to wear him down.  Serious puppy withdrawal!
How are you? Terry? The dogs? The clubs???
 
      I miss ya’ll so much!         Lori Kenney & Angus McGwire
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Northern  California  Irish  Wolfhound  Club
Annual  Fun  Match

When: Sunday, April 2, 2006
Where:           Hall  Park, Dixon
What To Bring:    Pot luck lunch, self, friends and Irish 
Wolfhounds

This will be a great day of fun and adventure.  We will be 
offering demonstrations in grooming,  handling,  rally, cours-
ing, and of course our conformation judging by Brian Patrick 
Duggan.

So come, bring your IW buddy and enjoy a great day of 
socializing !

     Contacts:  Misty Tracy  (916) 967-1082,  nissekell@SBCglobal.net
                 Carol Gabriel  (707) 794-8998,  KGabriel38@comcast.net
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great way to condition but it has serious draw back when training for 
competition. They may not readily return after a course or especially a no-
course. There is a large individual variation in this tendency. Dogs that are 
slipped regularly seem to be better prepared for a good start when the hare gets 
up.

I don’t know what the optimum frequency for taking puppies out is but believe 
once or twice a week is about right.

Do I believe this is the only to train Salukis for coursing? Of course not, but I 
have had good luck doing it this way.

Herb Wells

What I learned Open Field Coursing in California
  
Any vegetation taller than the knee is identified as a bush
Any vegetation taller than the shoulder is identified as a tree
Any vegetation that is neither brown nor beige is identified as green
 
Rabbits can launch themselves twenty feet into the air.
Rabbits who trip and fall soon come to a bitter end.
Rabbits cannot run far in tall fescue
Dead rabbits with only a small portion of their interior on the exterior are
assessed as “in good condition”
 
Don’t leave anything in the car that you might need in the next 9 hours.
 
The structure, size, form, shape, and proportion of a whippets head is good
for at least two hours of conversation.
 
Rain in the field - No problem
Wind in the field - No problem
Cold in the field - No problem
Rain, wind, and cold in the field - No problem
Mud in the field -Problem
 
Sitting in the mud and rain and eating dry crackers can feel great!
Getting into the finals feels better!
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A Disaster Plan for Your Dog!
The goal is to save the whole family

BY BETTY LIDDICK
      Among the heartrending reports of abandoned pets in Hurricane Katrina’s 
aftermath, this CNN posting was especially poignant: “On the flooded streets 
of New Orleans you can hear the dogs barking for miles. They are trapped in 
houses, on roofs, tied to porches.”

Their plight underscored once again the need for family — and governmental 
— disaster plans to include pets. Animal welfare groups, such as the ASPCA, 
the Humane Society of the United States and the North Shore Animal League, 
rescued thousands of pets in the Gulf States, but many couldn’t be saved.Many 
more may be at risk around the nation if owners haven’t made arrangements 
for them. No area is completely safe. More than 1,000 major disasters have 
been declared in every state in the past three decades, according to FEMA. The 
first step in an evacuation plan: Discuss it with your veterinarian. That’s the 
American Veterinary Medical Association’s advice in its excellent free booklet, 
“Saving the Whole Family.” it’s available by visiting www.avma.org/disaster/
saving_family.asp or calling (847) 925-8070, Ext. 6670.

Because most public shelters don’t allow pets, the AVMA suggests 
identifying a veterinary clinic that provides boarding 30 to 90 miles away. 
It’s also wise to set up a buddy syst~m with neighbors to care for your dog if 
disaster strikes while you’re away from home. Exchange house keys and tell 
them the location of your dog’s evacuation kit.

It should contain these essentials:   a two weeks’ supply of drinking water, 
food, bowls and a bucket for washing them; scoop and plastic bags for waste 
disposal; cleaning supplies; paper towels; leash or harness, extra collar; stakes 
and tie-out; muzzle; extra tag to write down your temporary address; first-aid 
kit with instruction book; blankets and towels to wrap the dog if he becomes ill 
or injured, or to shield him from wind and flying debris; medications and copies 
of medical records; nail clippers, comb and brush; photos of your dog in case 
he becomes lost; proof of ownership; and familiar “comfort” items like toys and 
treats.

Sadly, even some animal shelters on the Gulf Coast were unable to evacuate 
before the hurricane. About 200 animals drowned after the Humane Society of 
South Mississippi’s shelter in Gulfport was destroyed, according to USA Today. 
Makeshift shelters were later set up throughout the region, and in time, a trickle 
of stories of reunited owners and pets began to emerge.

Your Dog Magazine, November 2005
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field or any other place. Whether this is due to the training,  genetic make up of 
the type Salukis I keep or just good luck, I don’t know.  Perhaps all three but I 
am sure the training has helped.

I believe there is little danger in running puppies as much as they want until 
they are about 6 months old. From 6 months until over one year—maybe 
around 15 months-there is a real danger of doing serious joint damage by 
running them too much. What is too much? Long tiring courses and multiple 
courses until they are exhausted should be avoided.  There is a very fine line 
between optimum training and over training. I think there is little danger in 
letting them run free for exercise, if you have a safe place, and even coursing 
an occasional hare. They should not course hare after they are tired and DO 
NOT course them if they show any sign of being lame, especially if it is in a 
shoulder. More running may worsen the injury to a serious level that could 
adversely affect its coursing career. Salukis that I have coursed, at least some, 
during this age period have been better that those I have not coursed. I have run 
some pups too hard and they had a short competitive coursing career.

By the time they are 6 months old they have already received the basic training 
they need as competition coursing hounds or hunter. The necessary training for 
a coursing hound is pretty simple. They need to learn to chase things, which 
is mostly instinct but they need to be given the opportunity.  They need to be 
socialized with other dogs and humans so they will be relaxed when they go 
to the first coursing meet. They need to be trained on the lead so they can be 
slipped. After a course it is natural for them to comeback to the owner. I reward 
them with water to reinforce this instinct. The actual hare coursing is something 
they learn by doing.

It is not necessary for puppies to run with experienced dogs to learn how to 
course but it can speed the learning process. I usually take an old dog or two 
with me when I take the puppies out but it is more to exercise the old 
dogs than the training they give the puppies.  The main advantage to running 
with experienced dogs is that the experienced dog will be looking for hare and 
very likely will see a hare the puppy may miss. The puppy will 
instinctively follow the old dog when it runs, even if it does not initially see the 
hare. It will learn what to look for more quickly. Actually being in on catching a 
hare is the biggest motivation factor for a puppy.

If you are into serious competitive coursing, your dog will be better prepared if 
you slip it most of the time after the 6 month puppy stage. Free coursing is a 
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AT  THE  SHOWS

Salinas Valley Kennel Club                                        December 1, 2005
Judge: Mr. James White                        1 Dog / 1 Bitch / 1 Dog Special

WD  Destiny Duchas Elair McTate - Michael & Marcia Walsh
WB/BOW/BOS   Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC,RN - T & R Burchett
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M 7 M Walsh & L Souza

Salinas Valley Kennel Club                                        December 2, 2005
Judge: Mr. William Usherwood                         1 Bitch / 1 Dog Special

WB/BOS   Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC,RN - T & R Burchett
BOB  Ch Oxmoon Brogan Of Limerick - Linda Souza & Jamie 
  Souza Bartlett

San Mateo Kennel Club                                             December 3, 2005
Judge: Mr. Joe Tacker                        1 Dog / 2 Bitches / 1 Dog Special

WD/BOW/BOB   Applearbor Brian Of Tara Hts - A Curtis & M  Luba
WB/BOS Applearbor Colleen O’Tara - Mike Luba & Aggie Curtis
RWB  Rysheron’s Prophecy - Chris Wright & Cheryl Riggs

San Mateo Kennel Club                                             December 4, 2005
Judge: Mrs. Gloria Gehringer             1 Dog / 3 Bitches / 1 Dog Special

WD/BOW Applearbor Brian Of Tara Hts - A Curtis & M  Luba
WB/BOS Applearbor Colleen O’Tara - Mike Luba & Aggie Curtis
RWB  Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC,RN - T & R Burchett
BOB  Ch Oxmoon Brogan Of Limerick - Linda Souza & Jamie 
  Souza Bartlett
   **** Hound Group Four****  40

Hi there
     I would like to know how you guys in the US go about conditioning your 
hounds for OFC  I am especially interested in salukis and lurchers, but  would 
appreciate any input whatsoever. Also at what age do you start > coursing your 
hounds ? 

Thanks in anticipation - perhaps we could get a discussion going here?”

Carol
aka Mother of the Bumsitter and Two Lukiprincesse

TRAINING  SALUKI  PUPPIES  TO  COURSE    by Herb Wells

There seems to be a wide range of ideas on when and how to train Saluki 
puppies for coursing. There is no common accepted standard for training 
puppies over here. It depends on the area available for training and beliefs of 
the trainer.  Each person has to adapt to what fits his or her own circumstance 
and values.

I am more fortunate than most in that I live in the heart of jackrabbit country. 
This gives me more options on how and when I start puppies on game and the 
type of exercise available for them.

When the puppies are old enough to follow (approximately 8 weeks) I take 
them to a field with their mother and let them out for a romp. The first time or 
two they may be apprehensive but will soon be enjoying it and it is a good way 
to teach them to enjoy riding in a car. They learn how to run in uneven terrain 
and that the world is not a flat smooth surface. They will start chasing things 
that move such as birds or a hare. Even at this early age you can get some idea 
of the coursing potential of the Saluki. I like to see a high energy level. A puppy 
that continues to search for its quarry after it loses sight of the quarry shows 
tenacity, a very important quality in a coursing Saluki-more Salukis have the 
athletic ability to be great coursing hounds than have the mental ability.

Puppies under about 6 months-before they start running like adults, which 
occurs around 6 months old-don’t have the power to do much harm to their 
bodies by running. I am not talking about accidents caused by crashing into 
things. I think this early running may strengthen their bones but it at least 
teaches them how to handle obstacles more safely. For the last 30 years I have 
averaged having 10 or more Salukis at one time. They all have 
coursed jackrabbits in the open field and I have never had one break a leg in the 
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Golden Gate Kennel Club                                          January 28, 2006
Mrs. Audrey Sutton             2 Dogs / 8 Bitches / 3 Dog Sp, 4 Bitch Sp

WD  Destiny Duchas Elair McTate - Mike & Marcia Walsh
RWD  Gabriels Jati Longbar - Jonathan & Louise Giles
WB/BOW Gabriels Iona Of Fionnmacain - Lori Finucane
   ***** New Champion *****
RWB  Gabriels Kelly - Carol Gabriel
BOB  Ch Brandywhine Cornado Of Eagle - Gail Hawksworth
BOS  Ch Castlemaine Jude - Marilyn & Greg Shaw

Golden Gate Kennel Club                                          January 29, 2006
Mrs. Audrey Sutton             2 Dogs / 6 Bitches / 3 Dog Sp, 4 Bitch Sp

WD  Destiny Duchas Elair McTate - Mike & Marcia Walsh
RWD  Gabriels Jati Longbar - Jonathan & Louise Giles
WB/BOW Gabriels Kelly - Carol Gabriel
RWB  Tory Irish Song Of Limerick, JC, RN - T. & R .Burchett
BOB  Ch Brolie Duchas Of Limerick - M. & M. Walsh & L.   
 Souza
BOS  Ch Eirinn’s Or Of Kaelyn, JC - Chris & Megan Thompson

***************************************************************
**
The  WOW  Car:

Honda Motor Company  of  Japan has designed a car with canines in 
mind. The car is called Wonderful Openhearted Wagon (WOW for short) 
and will be unveiled at the Tokyo Motor Show this month. The vehicle’s 
glove compartment has been converted to a special crate where small 
dogs can ride. There is a larger crate in the backseat, and big dogs can 
be buckled up with a special seat belt attached directly to the floor. The 
WOW comes with removable, washable flooring and has wide sliding 
doors so dogs can enter and exit.  Honda designer Katsuhito Nakamura 
said: “We created this vehicle from the point of view of a dog, but it 
turned out to be a gentler vehicle for the elderly, children, and other 
family members.” About a fifth of Japanese households own dogs.

***************************************************************
**
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Congratulations to Harvey, Gabriel’s Harvey Of Fionnmacain, owned by 
Lori & Pat Finucane, for achieving his Courser Of Merit (CM) in Open 
Field on January 1, 2006 !

was out and quite bright, with a small chill breeze which made things 
pleasant for humans and canines alike. It can be difficult to see into the sun, 
just as it can be to walk into a cool wind. Turning away from either can be 
something of a relief, as was the case here ...  We eventually moved into a 
more openly vegetated part of the field and then began to turn up the Jacks 
on a regular basis. All of the furry 
things managed to give our boys and girls the slip, though not for the want 
of trying - one of the courses required the hunters to turn on a dime before 
the off and accelerate towards the rabbit as it curved away behind the gallery 
... another was so keenly coursed that the hare was forced to alter its route so 
as to avoid the unwanted attentions of 
Gracie.

Lots of happy faces on humans, hounds and, strangely enough, a goodly 
number of Jackrabbits ...

Chris Thompson
NCIWC
and the Hounds of Eirinn
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Dear Members:

OK, so maybe you don’t want to hike a large distance, or don’t 
have the time, But may still want to experience the adventure of 
backpacking with your hounds. Our trip this last Labor day Holiday 
is just for you. Two miles of hiking distance and you are at camp, 
located on Green Island Lake in a secluded valley. Our last trip is 
the fifth time we have gone to Green Island Lake. All agree it is 
spectacular. This year we even had a puppy come and enjoy the 
time with us. It is a low key event with lots of fun. One morning 
we walked around the meadow near the lake and discovered the 
spring that feeds the lake. Some of us fished and was able to 
supply enough for a meal. And of course lots of play time with the 
hounds.

Thanks to all who came and made it such a success.

Sincerely’
Frank Christian

Green Island Lake

Dear Frank,

     Thanks for the awesome backpacking trip!  Seamus, Aoifa and I had 
so much fun, we can’t wait to go again.  It was such a pleasure to see/
meet everyone and their hounds.  The food was delicious and we were 
so well fed and cared for thanks to all your efforts.  Couldn’t have picked 
a more beautiful spot to camp at and hike around.  And what a privilege 
to have you as our expert guide and resource.

See you soon - Mary, Seamus & Aoifa.
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The last breed hunt of the 2005/2006 season was completed in fine form 
with our largest entry ... go figure !

Judged by the very well known Carolinan, Kirby Overcash,

Huntmastered by the soon-to-be-better-known Jaime Quevedo ( recently 
fully qualified by NOFCA )

and finished on finals at the Oil Field field, somewhere in Southern 
California ...

Eleven Hounds of Great Size and Commanding Appearance took the terrain 
in their stride, there being none that did not slip their restraint whence 
required to do so ( how’s about THAT for a double negative ... ) 

1  Gracie Powers/Lursen
2  Milo Quevedo/Levy
3  Iona Finucane
4  Gladdy Aiken/Smith
5  Valli Christian

Also engaged in the quest were Gracie’s housemate the-definitely-
bodacious, Bodie; Gladdy’s sharer-of-Mo-Aiken’s-bed, Megs; Kathy and 
Alan Smith’s very young but-I’ll-get-it-next-year, Dara; Iona’s playmate-
with-the-house-chicken ( don’t ask ... ), Harvey and my own two, Aden and 
Ower.  We began alongside the cars which we had parked for convenience 
in the middle of the long side of the field. Just behind the dirt road is a ten 
foot wide and deep canal, which usually flows at quite a rate but today was 
moving very placidly on its way. When hunting this area we are always 
careful to show the Canal to the hounds. This is important to note because, 
whilst we take what precautions we can, there is always the possibility of a 
hound neglecting to miss such a detail when in full pursuit (This happened 
to Valli last year. She managed to very neatly scrape off most of her toenails 
when trying to xtricate herself up the steep concrete sides - all in the thirty 
seconds it took Frank to get to her. You should know that she had been 
“told” about the canal but, true to her nickname, Deff Valli, she didn’t 
take it in ... ). A rope is carried in case someone has to leap into the briny, 
black liquid for a rescue ...  As with most of the available fields the cover 
was patchy, with some of it quite high. It is always instructive to lower 
oneself “into” the brush/grass/weeds at Wolfhound height. At that point you 
immediately see why so many Jacks are not even seen by the hounds, 

sighthounds though they may be !  We lost the first three rabbits in high 
cover and so began “lawnmowing” back and forth over the field. The sun 
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OPEN  FIELD  COURSING:

Herewith the results of the Irish hunt on Sunday, 1st January, 2006 :

Al Crume Judging at middle Antenna with Jaime Quevedo Huntmastering ...

six entered, six slipped

1  Gracie Powers/Lursen
2/3 Milo Quevedo/Levy
2/3 Harvey Finucane - New Courser Of Merit !
4 Aden Thompson
5  Ower Thompson

also competing - Bodie, a one year old owned by the Powers/Lursens.

Living as Megan and myself do, in Napa County, we had an interesting  time 
just leaving the County. Took us two and a half hours and eighty miles to do 
so, after being turned back five times from our intended route. Landslides, 
deep water and tree falls were the main culprits, though we eventually found a 
clear way out through Winters, via Davis and on to Highway 5 at Sacramento.  
As has been throughout the season, there were lotsa Jacks out there. It’s just 
very difficult to sneak up on ‘em ... Due to a temporarily installed-across-
the-road pipeline, we couldn’t get in on the road before the store, so went 
in on the next dirt road which ends at the scrap metal dump in the field’s 
corner. Whilst this meant we didn’t have to clamber over ( into ? ) the deep 
ditch ( which is necessary when approaching from the third road through the 
orchards ), it did mean we had to be careful of the debris pile. Fortunately no 
Jacks were hiding there so we got off to a good, safe start. The field is still 
dotted quite heavily with attached tumbleweed so it requires careful and slow 
hunting to get the necessary results. Most of the Rabbits were found in the 
middle of the more open areas, not in the ditches,  which 
traverse the field. The last two got up fairly close to the hunters and so were 
relatively easily coursed.

best to all, hunting or not,

Chris Thompson, NCIWC
and the Hounds of Eirinn
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How o1d dogs taught me new tricks
   We can learn a lot about living from our canine friends

 By Leigh Anne Jasheway

The dogs in my life have taught me most of what I know. Copper and Slate were 
my first floppy-eared companions; they were dachshund brothers who both lived 
to a healthy old age and, in so doing, educated me on the best ways to approach 
aging. These are some of the new tricks I learned from my old dogs.

    No matter what your age, you’ll feel younger if you calculate it in dog years.
    A little extra floppy skin around your neck is nothing to worry about unless it’s 

loose enough to step on.
    Even if you’ve never caught a squirrel in an entire lifetime of trying, as long as 

you believe you might, you’ll have a reason to get up every morning.
 There’s almost no problem in life that doesn’t improve with a few kisses and 

a pat on the head. A full-body massage doesn’t hurt either.
    When life takes away your pleasures, find other pleasures. Sulking is for cats.
 Some bones are meant to be buried and forgotten. Some are meant to be 

savored with relish. It takes years of practice to be able to sniff out the 
difference

 If you need help getting up on the sofa or going for a walk and someone 
wants to help you, let her. Don’t think of it as being needy—think of it as 
fulfilling someone else’s wish to be needed.

 It’s always much nicer to snuggle up next to a soft, squishy body than one 
that is rock hard.

   Obedience is highly overrated. Practice not doing what anyone—including 
yourself—expects.

 Life is better when you run off-leash. Even if you no longer burn up the 
track.

 A loyal friend will accept you no matter how gray your muzzle, bad your 
breath, or nasty the reputation of the dog that just romped through the park 
with you.

 It’s better to bark at nothing than to stifle your feelings.
  A ride in the car with all the windows down on a warm day will always pick 

up your spirits. Unless you’re going to the vet to get fixed.

Leigh Anne Jasheway’s most recent book is I’m Not Getting Older 
(I’m Getting Better at Denial)
Her Web site is www.accidentalcomic.com.
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February 
      2 yr olds:  Beau Shaw/Kilcullen-Steiner (m), Bentley Martin/

Kilcullen-Steiner (m), Bella Kilcullen-Steiner (f), 
Brach & Brogan Kilcullen-Steiner (m’s) Masten & 
Little Naddy McCombs (m) in CA 

      3 yr olds:  Fiona Barrett in NV, Whiskey Temple (m) in CA 
      4 yr olds:  Aodhan (m) & Ower (f) Thompson, Pharley Paz (m), Reilly 

Jones, Conor, Ronan (m’s) & Selkie Schluter (f), Twig, 
Seafoam & Karat Tyler (f’s), Kira Burchett (f), Where 
There’s Smoke Soyster, Joe Soyster-Tyler in CA     

      5 yr olds:  Max Aiken-Smith, Una Gould-Birse, Valli Christian (f) in 
CA, Huck Thompson-Taylor in MO, Creena Steiskal in OR   

      6 yr olds:  Rufus Tattoli-Hecht in NC 
      9 yr olds:  Trapper Stockham (m) in CA
     10 yr olds: Eirinn Thompson (f) in CA 
                                                       

                              March 
     2 yr olds:  Ailbhis Anderson (m) in NH,  Naughty Chirichiello (f)  in 

MA
     3 yr olds:   Caoilinn Wright (f), Sophia & Syrus (m) Heller in CA
     4 yr olds:  Journey Temple (m) in CA       
     5 yr olds:  Topper Barrett (m) in NV,  Masada Carswell (f)  in GA, 
     6 yr olds:  Fiona Gould-Birse, Rion McCombs (m), Mr Ulster Taylor in 

FL,   Flynn Duniho (m) in AZ, 
     7 yr olds: Paddy Park in CA
     9 yr olds:  Derdriu Walker (f)  in NY, 
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December Gathering at Carmel
aka  NCIWC   Christmas  Party

Thank you to all hounds and their people who were 
able to attend the Carmel walk and lunch! The weather 
was on our side with bright sun, light ocean breezes 
and short-sleeve temperatures. It was a spectacular 
sight to see 30+ dogs along the shoreline. We received 
many positive comments from the locals. And what a 
treat to walk through downtown Carmel and be warmly 
greeted by the shop owners. Many of the shops even 
had fresh water and dog “parking” areas. The fun 
continued at the The Forge in the Forest for lunch. So 
nice to be able to sit together with the hounds and 
enjoy a meal and a visit. The menu for dogs was a 
nice touch too! The other patrons at The Forge were 
extremely curious about the hounds and the dogs 
made the most of it by being on their best behavior. 
Looking forward to seeing you all again soon!

Mary Sharkey

              35

If I didn’t have dogs . . . 

   1. I could walk around the yard barefoot in safety.
   2. My house could be carpeted instead of tiled and laminated.
   3. All flat surfaces, clothing, furniture, and cars would be free of 
dog hair
   4. When the doorbell rings, it wouldn’t sound like the kennels.
   5. When the doorbell rings, I could get to the door without 
wading  through  dog bodies who beat me there.
   6. I could sit on the couch the way I wanted, without taking into 
consideration how much space several fur bodies would need to 
get  comfortable.
   7. I would not have strange presents under my Christmas tree – 
dog  bones, stuffed animals - nor would I have to answer to people 
why I wrap them.
   8. I would not be on a first-name basis with three veterinarians.
   9. The most used words in my vocabulary would not be: “out,” 
“sit,”  “down,” “come,” “no,” “stay,” and “leave him/her/it ALONE.”
 10. My house would not be cordoned off into zones with baby 
gates or barriers.
 11. My pockets would not contain things like poop bags, dog 
treats and an extra leash.
 12. I would no longer have to spell the words B-A-L-L, F-R-I-S-B-
E-E, R-I-D-E, C-O-O-K-I-E, or W-A-L-K.
 13. I would not have as many leaves INSIDE my house as outside.
 14. I would not look strangely at people who think having ONE dog 
ties them down too much.
 15. I’d look forward to spring and the melting of snow instead of 
dreading ”mud season.” 
16. I would not have to answer the question “Why do you have so 
many dogs?” from people who will never have the joy in their lives 
of knowing they are loved unconditionally by something as close 
to an angel as they will ever get.
 17. How empty my life would be.

Submitted by Arline Stockham
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STRICTLY  SIGHT  HOUNDS
LINDA A. FOSTER  
P.O. BOX 1503
MARTINEZ, CA  94553    October 15, 2005

RE:  A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNAL OF SIGHT HOUNDS ONLY

I am compiling photos for a book of sight hounds only.  I am seeking 3X5 or 
4X6 photos (8X10’s for intro photo only).  I plan to journal each sight hound 
breed photographically from birth to adulthood, capturing the essence of 
their spirit.  Each section will highlight a different breed and will start with 
a full page photo of an exemplary dog of that breed, followed by the written 
breed standard.  The only posed photos will be the full page intro photo.  
The following pages will be photos of a litter (or litters) and developmental 
stages of growth.  The next section will be adolescents and adults doing 
what they love.  I am requesting sight hound lovers send photos on a CD or 
send high quality photos with attention to background also.  Photos cannot 
include people or other breeds.  I do not plan to modify the photos unless 
absolutely necessary in the compilation process.  Photos will not be returned 
unless requested and may not necessarily be selected for use.  Please include 
the name/kennel of the dog/bitch  and a copy of the signed release giving 
permission to use the photo.  The index will list owner, dog name, and kennel 
name if provided.  Date of publication depends on receipt of sufficient photos.  
Thank you for your contribution to this labor of love. 

Sincerely,

Linda A. Foster

   PHOTO RELEASE AGREEMENT

GRANT 
   
 For consideration which I acknowledge, I irrevocably grant to Linda 
Foster (Company) and Company assigns, licensees, and successors the right 
to use my pet’s photograph, including composite or modified representations 
throughout the world and in perpetuity for use in a photographic journal of 
sight hounds. 
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BATH: A process by which the humans drench the floor, walls and 
themselves. You can help by shaking vigorously and frequently.

LEAN: Every good dog’s response to the command “sit!” — especially 
if your person is dressed for an evening out. Incredibly effective before 
black-tie events.

BUMP: The best way to get your human’s attention when they are 
drinking a fresh cup of coffee or tea.

LOVE: A feeling of intense affection, given freely and without restriction. 
To show your love, wag your tail and gaze adoringly. If you’re lucky, a 
human will love you in return.

 If your dog is fat, you aren’t getting enough exercise.

If you think dogs can’t count, try putting three dog biscuits in your 
pocket and then giving Fido only two of them.

Submitted by Arline Stockham

Protecting your pet from free radicals may reduce your dog’s 
risk of age-related memory decline. 

Recent studies have revealed that regularly feeding dogs 
food fortified with antioxidants can help delay their age-
related cognitive deterioration. Combined with regular mental 
stimulation, such as daily exercise, interactions with people 
and other dogs, and engaging toys, a nutrient-rich food that 
includes antioxidants may help keep your dog active and alert 
longer.

**********************************************************
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Doggy  Dictionary
LEASH: A strap which attaches to your collar, enabling you to lead your 
person where you want him/her to go.

DOG BED: Any soft, clean surface, such as the white bedspread in the 
guest room or the newly upholstered couch in the living room.

DROOL: What to do when your persons have food and you don’t. To do 
this properly you must sit as close as you can and look sad and let the 
drool fall to the floor or, better yet, on their laps.

SNIFF: A social custom to use when you greet other dogs until your 
person makes you stop.

GARBAGE CAN: A container which your neighbors put out once a 
week to test your ingenuity. You must stand on your hind legs and try to 
push the lid off with your nose. If you do it right you are rewarded with 
margarine wrappers to shred, beef bones to consume and moldy crusts 
of bread.

BICYCLES: Two-wheeled exercise machines, invented for dogs to 
control body fat. To get maximum aerobic benefit, you must hide behind 
a bush and dash out, bark loudly and run alongside for a few yards; the 
person then swerves and falls into the bushes, and you complete the 
exercise by prancing away.

DEAFNESS: A malady which affects a dog when its person wants it in 
and the dog wants to stay out. Symptoms include staring blankly at the 
person, then running in the opposite direction, or lying down.

THUNDER: A signal that the world is coming to an end. Humans remain 
amazingly calm during thunderstorms, so it is necessary to warn them of 
the danger by trembling uncontrollably, panting,  rolling your eyes wildly 
and following at their heels.

WASTEBASKET: A dog toy filled with paper, envelopes, and old candy 
wrappers. When you get bored, turn over the basket and strew the 
papers all over the house for your person to play with by putting back in 
the wastebasket when they come home.

SOFAS: Are to dogs like napkins are to people. After eating it is polite to 
run up and down the front of the sofa and wipe your whiskers clean.

BATH: A process by which the humans drench the floor, walls and 
themselves. You can help by shaking vigorously and frequently.

LEAN: Every good dog’s response to the command “sit!” — especially 
if your person is dressed for an evening out. Incredibly effective before 
black-tie events.

BUMP: The best way to get your human’s attention when they are 
drinking a fresh cup of coffee or tea.

LOVE: A feeling of intense affection, given freely and without restriction. 
To show your love, wag your tail and gaze adoringly. If you’re lucky, a 
human will love you in return.

 If your dog is fat, you aren’t getting enough exercise.

If you think dogs can’t count, try putting three dog biscuits in your 
pocket and then giving Fido only two of them.

Submitted by Arline Stockham
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NWIC Members, 
we are creating a club calendar for 2007.

Do you have a great picture of your hound(s) that you 
would like to be considered for the calendar?

We would like to get photos from club members of their 
hounds.  We will try to include as many good quality pictures 
as possible.  

Great pictures of hounds participating in ALL activities are 
welcome, from showing, coursing, goofing around, or just 
lying on the couch.   

Electronic pictures are preferred, but good quality 
traditional photos can also be used.    Electronic photos  
should be sent to levy.maxine@gmail.com.  

Photos can be sent to : Maxine Levy
165 Old Ranch Rd
Woodside, CA94062

Please make sure you pack the photos so they do not 
get damaged, and these can be returned if you include a 
stamped self addressed envelope.

Whether electronic or hard copy,  please include the hounds 
name, owners name, contact information and a one “liner” 
about your hound.  One “liners” can be as simple as “Loved 
and owned by …..”. 

Dead-line for submission of pictures is 30th June 2006!! 
If you don’t have a great picture of your hound…. get 
the camera out and start snapping!!!!
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